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DEAR MARGARET

IN VIEW OF THE MILITARY AND DIPLOMATIC DEVELOPMENTS OF

THE PAST FEW DAYS, AS WELL AS YOUR LETTER OF THIS

MORNING, I WANTED YOU TO KNOW MY VIEWS ON WHERE MATTERS

STAND AND HOW THE UNITED STATES WILL PROCEED.

OE HAVE JUST NOW RECEIVED Al ARGENTINE RESPONSE WHICH IN

EFFECT REJECTS OUR PROPOSAL. \:T. WILL THEREFORE ISSUE A

STATEMENT FRIDAY ON OUR VIEW TOWARD THF CRISIS AND ON THE

STEPS WE Arr-TrKING IN LIGHT OF THE ARGENTINE POSITION.

Ar SURF YOU AGREE THAT IT IS ESSENTIAL NOW TO MAKE

CLEAR TO THE WORLD THAT EVERY EFFORT WAS MADE TO ACHIEVE A

FAIR AND PEACEFUL SOLUTION, AHD THAT THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT

OAS OFFERED A CHOICE BETWEEN SUCH A SOLUTION AND FURTHER

HOSTILITIES. WE WILL THEREFORE MAKF PUBLIC A GENERAL ACCOUNT

OF THE EFFORTS WE HAVE mADE. WHILE WILL DESCRIBE THE U.S.

PROPOSAL IN BROAD TERMS, UF WILL NOT RELEASE IT BECAUSE OF THE

DIFFICULTY THAT MIGHT CAUSE YOU. I RECOGNIZE THAT WHILE_ YOU

SEE FUNDAMENTAL DIFFICULTIES IN THF PROPOSAL, YOU HAVE NOT

REJECTED IT. WE WILL LEAVE NO DOUBT THAT HER MAJESTYfR,S

GOVERNMENT WORKED WITH US IN GOOD FAITH AND WAS LEFT WITH NO

CHOICE BUT TO PROCEED WITH MILITARY ACTION BASED ON THE RIGHT

OF SELF-DEFENSE.

YOU HAVE MADE CLEAR THROUGHOUT THIS CRISIS THAT, WHILE

YOU HAVE WANTED ABOVE ALL A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT ON THE BASIS

OF UN SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 502, YOUR GOVERNMENT WAS

PREPARED TO USE MILITARY MEANS TO REMOVE ARGENTINE FORCES

FROM THE ISLANDS. NEITHER YOUR GOOD WILL IN WANTING PEACE

NUR YOUR READINESS TO USE FORCE IF NECESSARY WERE EVER IN

DOUBT. I KNOW THAT YOU APE AS SADDENED AS I THAT IT. HAS NOT

BEEN POSSIBLE TO AVERT HOSTILITIES, AND I AM HEARTENED THAT

YOU HAVE MADE CLEAR THAT NO MORE THAN EINImUM ESSENTIAL

FORCE WILL BE USED.

IT IS AS IvPORTANT AS EVER THAT WE PRESERVE THE GROUND

FOR A NEGOTIATED SOLUTION. WHILE: IT MAY PE POSSIBLE FORCIBLY

TO REMOVE ARGENTINE FORCES, THE FUTURE WILL BF FRAUGHT WITH
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INSTABILITY, ANIMOSITY, AND INSECURITY IF A MUTUALLY

ACCEPTAA_E FRAMEWORK FOR PEACE IS NOT ULTIYATELY FOUND.

THEREFORE, '1E. SHOULD CONTINUE TO WORK TO SECURE A JUST PEACE.

/FOR OUR PART, WE WILL MAKE CLEAR THAT 'YT STAND READY TO ASSISTTHE PARTIES TOWARD THIS END.

OUR SHARED PRINCIPLES HAVE ASSURED FROM THE OUTSET THAT

WE WOULD WORK WITH COMMON PURPOSE. AS YOU KNOW, WE
HAVE

REFRAINED FROM TAKING THOSE ACTIONS IN DIRECT SUPPORT OF

YOUR POSITION THAT WOULD HAVE MADE OUR DIPLOMATIC MISSION

IMPOSSIBLE. YOU HAVE SHOWN CLEAR UNDERSTANDING FOR OUR

JUDGMENT ON THIS AND HAVE OFFERED EVERY ENCOURAGEMENT TO OUR

EFFORT TO FIND A PEACEFUL SOLUTION. THIS REFLECTS THE

HIGHEST DEGREE OF STATESMANSHIP AND CONFIDENCE ON YOUR PART.

THERE CAN BE NO DOUBT ABOUT OUR FULL SUPPORT FOR YOU

AND THE PRINCIPLES OE INTERNATIONAL LAW AND ORDER YOU ARE

DEFENDING. YOU CAN COUNT ON THAT SUPPORT IN WHATEVER FORUM

THIS ISSUE IS DEBATED. YOU CAN ALSO COUNT ON OUR SYMPATHETIC

CONSIDERATION OF REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE. WE WILL ALSO

ANNOUNCE THAT ARGENTINAS REFUSAL TO WITHDRAW ITS INVASION

FORCE AND TO NEGOTIATE IN GOOD FAITH HAVE MADE IT NECESSARY

FOR THE UNITED STATES TO ADOPT A NEW POSTURE TOWARD BUENOS

AIRES. AL HAIG WILL BE IN TOUCH WITH FRANCIS PYM CONCERNING

THE SPECIFIC MEASURES WE WILL TAKE.

WE WILL OF COURSE WANT TO STAY IN VERY CLOSE TOUCH IN

THE DAYS AND WEEKS AHEAD. I REMAIN CONVINCED THAT OUR COM-

BINED EFFORTS CAN YIELD A JUST SETTLEMENT WHICH WILL

STRENGTHEN THE PRINCIPLES FOR WHICH WF STAND, AND I CAN ONLY

HOPE FOR THE LEAST AMOUNT OF BLOODSHED BEFORE THAT GOAL IS

REACHED.

SINCERELY,

RON
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