" PRIME MINISTER hﬂj:/—

The Australian Negus TV Interview

This engagement continues to flare and the latest

gy
correspondence with an acutely embarrassed Mr. Coven, the London

Director of Kerry Packer's No. Nine Network in Australia, is

—————

attached.
e

Mr. Coven rang me today to say unattributably that he had
a great deal of sympathy with my point of view. He met Negus

for the first time before his interview with you and felt him

to be a man of some charm. He was therefore aézbunded at his

approach and conduct of the interview.

He tended to agree with me that Negus came to London

determined to make his name (and therefore increase his price

in the market) by reducing the Iron Lady to a scrap-heap. Having
failed, he edited the whole thing down to 11 minutes.

—

Mr. Coven, again very unattributably, said that Packer

had given Negus "a tremendous blasting'" over the interview and
that Negus had told people afterwards that he did not really know

how he came to do such an interview.

Channel Nine had had "hundreds of telephone complaints after

~the interview'".

B. INGHAM
11 November, 1981
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From the Press Secretary

9 November, 1981

;LJT(,@M,

Thank you for your letter of October 7 re the Negus
interview and your offer to let us see a cassette of it.
In fact, I have at last had a chance to see ours.

First of all, the:recording is conclusive proof
that the Nine Network completely ignored our request that
the whole of the interview should be used. 1 can understand
why. Had our request been acted upon, it would have revealed
Negus in all:his journalistic inglory, which is a kind way
of putting what I judged he was up to.

Second, it amply demonstrates how Negus himself was
unhappy with the outcome - no doubt because even someone SO
manifestly self-motivated could not bring himself to claim
a victory - since the programme used only 11-12 minutes
instead of the intended 20-25.

Third, I do not think the interview was remotely worth-
while. I think it was a complete waste of time, thanks to
Negus who, whatever his motives, was clearly not in the
business of informed and responsible journalism.

I have no doubt who won. Equally, I am in no doubt
that Negus realised he didn't. That may teach him a lesson,
though I doubt,from my only encounter with him, his capacity
to learn.

(,4nuﬁ

B. INGHAM

Frank Coven, Esq.,
London Director,
The Nine Network (Australia)
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AUSTRALIAN INTERVIEW Lok
The attached letter to the London director of the '60 Minute' @Y nen —

programme company is self-explanatory. It reinforces my request ﬁiﬁ&j
to the interviewer and producer before they left No 10 this morningté

"
to use the whole of the interview and not edit it. We have also fﬂD

told our post in Australia of our request to the programme and

i)
Ufq7)

asked them to reinforce it locally.

D I do not entertain great hopes that the programme will do
the right thing, though they are now clearly under some considerable

pressure.

3. However, it is our practice, as you know, to give journalists
transcripts of your interviews to ensure an accurate account is
on-the-record. I think we can best protect you by putting out

the full transcript of this interview, embargoed until the time

y ,of its bro st. In doing so we would make the point that we
do not know whether or not the interview will be broadcast in
ﬁull but that the transcript of the full recording is being made

available for the purposes of record.

4, An alternative approach would be to make the full transcript

available if we are approached. In fact, however, it is known

that you gave an interview to Australian television and we
certainly shall be asked for it. It is therefore better in my

view to make it generally available at the outset.

Content?

B. INGHAM
23 September, 1981.
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Ao to /é% % PM's TELEVISION INTERVIEW FOR "60 MINUTES

AD
A% Interview was recorded todayL ran 30 minutes
(three 10-minute reels). Negus concentrated almost
exclusively on unemployment and charged that the PM

; . " UNERMEZCIED |
was inflexible and tough. This was notSﬁ;pyéee,but

ong  Twe
Negus went on to claim at length thato#® in X people
he had met in Britain regarded the PM as pig-headed.
When pressed by the PM to substantiate this, he was
evasive and unconvincing, but nevertheless he persisted

M [
c5ontinuing in the same Vgin, he pressed the PM about

& A Jow and
th: relationship beswesn—hor—ami her ehé}éfen:ﬁu§£&*'




We have no doubt that the PM acquitted
herself fully throughout the interview but
are less confident that t%is will come across,
should the interview be ed%ted. We have
therefore told Negus and MAcStoker that,
in view of the way in which tgé interview was
conducted, the Prime Minister believes that
it should be broadcast in its entirety, a? only
in this way gould a fair balance between '

Aen
Negus' charges and the-RMls replies be achieved

L

lar
3. They have agreed to conveyLFo Stone

(the Executive Producer) but thought it
likely, because of the format and style of the

(tat
programme,sediting would be necessary. We Gawne

/%kJQh/<ﬂv0 72l forwnd el f§¢2 due 22l av«wé%‘

4, We should be grateful if you would
ssupwedy reinforce the PM's view with Stone

informing us of the outcome.

5. Pleas also ensure that a synopsis of the
interview as broadcast, together with your
initial impression of how it will be received,

is telegraphed to the PM prior to her arrival.

4

% 4

NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN




PRIME MINISTER

COMMONWEALTH HEADS OF GOVERNMENT MEETING: MEDIA

I gather that you and Carol have decided that her interview with you,
tentatively scheduled to take place in Melbourne, should be postponed
for the time being.

2. My earlier recommendations for media commitments in the context
of CHOGM were for:

i A half-hour television interview with the Channel 9
programme '60 Minutes' before departure, which would
cover the Commonwealth Conference, major international
issues and UK/Australian relations.

A meeting with British correspondents in Melbourne, on
or off the record, towards the end of the Commonwealth
Conference. You agreed to do this. (Flag 'A').

s After consulting our High Commissioner in Canberra and the FCO,
I strongly recommend- that you should give an interview to the Channel 9
' *.programme '60 Minutes' before departure. It has the highest rating of
any current affairs TV programme in Australia and any interview they
did with you would be broadcast at a peak viewing time on a Sunday
evening. You would probably get fairly hardhitting questions along
the lines of the 'Panorama' format here, but you would be talking to
a sympathetic viewing audience of an important and friendly
Commonwealth country. We would, of course, ask for notice of the
broad thrust of questions to be asked so that we could prepare any
necessary briefing.

4. I have tentatively arranged with Caroline that you might record
this interview on Wednesday, 23 September, for transmission in
Australia on Sunday, 27 September.

D Content that I now offer the '60 Minutes' programme an interview
with you on 23 September?

B. INGHAM
4 August, 1981.




PRIME MINISTER cc: Mr Alexander

Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting:

Media

The Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting is still some way
off but I would like to obtain your agreement in principle on
interviews you might be prepared to do in connection with your visit
to Australia. We already have a large number of requests from the
Australian media and no doubt more will be forthcoming between now
and September.

You have already agreed to give Carol a short 5-10 minute
interview for Channel 7 "1l a.m. Programme". She would like to do

this interview shortly after your arrival in Melbourne and plans to

cover both CHOGM and UK/Australian relations.
W

Both Australian Television and the main newspaper publishing

groups there have also requested interviews either in Melbourne or

before departure. If you are prepared to give interviews to the

Australian media before departure (so that they do not impinge on

the CHOGM meeting) then the choice would be:-
(1) An on-the-record briefing for representatives of
the four main newspaper publishing groups in
Australia all of whom have correspondents based

in London.

A 30-minute television interview for the Channel 9
network programme ''60 Minutes'. This programme
has the highest rating of any current affairs TV
programme in Australia and any interview they did
with you would be broadcast at a peak viewing time

on a Sunday evening.




I would not wish to recommend you to do both the press
conference and a television interview for the Australian media
before departure as there are a number of worthwhile competing
claims for foreign interviews which I shall be putting up to you
separately in the context of our EC Presidency and the Franco-
British Bilateral with President Mitterrand in September. After
consulting the FCO and our High Commission in Canberra, I recommend
that if you are prepared to do one interview for the Australian
media before CHOGM, we should go for the Channel 9 "60 Minu?es”\
Wiea e . | Uty dr vl fwn Cerolh A eled

As regards CHOGM itself I suggest that we decide nearer the
time what you might do in terms of the media, apart from the short
interview you have already agreed to give Carol. At Lusaka you gave
a full-dress press conference at the end of the meeting but those
were unique circumstances in the light of developments over Rhodesia.
At previous Commonwealth Conferences the normal practice has been for
the Secretary-General of the Commonwealth to give a press conference
rather than for individual Prime Ministers to hold their own. But we
could consider nearer the time whether you should see the British

correspondents in Melbourne either on-the-record or on a background

basis towards the end of the meeting.

Conclusion

To sum up I suggest the following media commitments in the
context of CHOGM: -

(1) % hour interview with Channel 9 programme '"60 Minutes"

before departure covering CHOGM, major international

@
Vd issues and UK/Australian relations.

Short interview with Carol on Channel 7 soon after

your arrival in Melbourne.

AV




(3) Possibly a meeting with the British correspondents

in Melbourne on or off the record towards the end

of the meeting. 1&0

Content to proceed on this basis?

BERNARD INGHAM

12 June 1981




