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You asked i n your l e t t e r ox Ksj^July Tor my views and thco« 

of o t h e r s on whether v a r i o u s l e g i s l a t i v e measures s h o u l d be 

i n c l u d e d i n the .Industry B i l l which We i n t e n d t o i n t r o d u c e 

as soon as p o s s i b l e a f t e r the House reassembles. 

I e n t i r e l y agree t h a t we must a v o i d so o v e r l o a d i n g t h j s B i l  l 

t h a t i t s t i m e t a b l e i s put a t r i s k . The t i m e t a b l e  i s a l r e a d y 

t i g h t i f we are t o have a r e a s o n a b l e chance of c o m p l e t i n g 

t h e NEB d i s p o s a l s n e c e s s a r y t o meet the t a r g e t o f a/100ro 

b e f o r e the end o f t h i s f i n a n c i a l y e a r . S i n c e t h e r e i s a r e a l 

p o s s i b i l i t y o f our h a v i n g t o use the g u i l l o t i B t o a c h i e v e 

t h i s i n any event) t h e r e  i s a case f o r i n c l u d i n g w i t h i n the 

B i l l o t h e r measures which a r c a t leas'; as urgent as t h e EEB 

p r o v i s i o n s ; but even so we do not want t o o v e r l o a d t h e B i l l . 


B e f o r e we have another M i n i s t e r i a l d i s c u s s i o n I t h i n ] : i  t 

would, be u s e f u l i f o f f i c i a l s c o u l d meet and pr e p a r e a paper 

s e t t i n g out the o p t i o n s f o r our d e c i s i o n . I am a s k i n g my 

o f f i c i a l s t o puU t h i s i n hand as soon as p o s s i b l e . 


N e v e r t h e l e s s i t may be h e l p f u l t o c o l l e a g u e s i f I i d e n t i f y 

the main items I am c o n s i d e r i n g f o r i n c l u s i o n i n the I n d u s t r y 

B i l l . I n a d d i t i o n t o the NEB, you have mentioned p r o v i s i o n s 

t o d i s p o s e o f B r i t i s h S t e e l C o r p o r a t i o n a s s e t s and Cable and 

W i r e l e s s s h a r e s ; i n the case o f BSC i t i s most u n l i k e l y t h a t 

t h e p r o v i s i o n s would ever be in v o k e d r.nd my present 

e x p e c t a t i o n i s t h a t t h e y w i l l n o t be needed. I t w i l l however 

be n e c e s s a r y t o t a k e powers t o cove-; t h e d i s p o s a l , o f a s s e t s 

by t h e E n g l i s h I n d u s t r i a l E s t a t e s C o r p o r a t i o n , and t c increase 

the s t a t u t o r y b o r r o w i n g l i m i t o f - B r i t i s h S h i p b u i l d e r s ; the 

l a t t e r p r o v i s i o n i s i n f a c t even more urgent t h a n the NEB 

p r o v i s i o n s , and might have t o be d e a l t w i t h s e p a r a t e l y f o r 




and I am a l s o c o n s i d e r i n g t h e p o s s i b i l i t y of v a r i o u s o t h e r 

amendments t o the I n d u s t r y A c t 1975* 





