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1. The Cabinet w a r m l y congratulated the Home Sec re t a ry on the 
% P O R  T successful po l i ce operat ion at Stansted A i r p o r t , which had resul ted i n 
O P * * A T I O N the re lease of a l l the hostages on the hi jacked Tanzanian a i r l i n e r 

unharmed. 

T H E H O M E S E C R E T A R Y said that this was the f i r s t such operat ion 
that had had to be undertaken by a p r o v i n c i a l pol ice fo rce , although 
there had of course been much advance planning and e x e r c i s e s bad 
been undertaken, some of which had involved the E 3 s e x Cons tabulary . 
The successfu l outcome was much to the c red i t of the Ch ie f Constable 
of E s s e x . F i v e people had now been charged wi th offences, and would 
r e m a i n i n this country to face t r i a l and sentence. The f ami l i e s of two 
of them had been on the a i r l i n e r ; he had decided that they should be se 
back to Tanzan ia , on the rece ip t of assurances f rom the Tanzanian 
Government that they would be p r o p e r l y t reated. 

^ M E N T A R  Y 2. The Cabinet were informed of the business to be taken i n the 
House of Commons dur ing the fo l lowing week. 

T H E L O R D P R E S I D E N T O F T H E C O U N C I L said that he had rece ived a 
le t ter f r o m the Speaker drawing attention to the i nc r ea s ing length of 
M i n i s t e r i a l r ep l i e s to o r a l P a r l i a m e n t a r y Quest ions . The Speaker 
had asked that M i n i s t e r s should shorten the i r r ep l i e s so that a l a r g e r 
number of Quest ions could be dealt w i th . 

T H E P R I M E M I N I S T E R said that there would continue to be occas ions 
when a lengthy M i n i s t e r i a l r ep ly was inev i tab le . The Speaker ' s 
attention should be drawn to the tendency for backbench M e m b e r s to 
ask long and involved Supplementar ies , which themselves absorbed 
t ime as w e l l as necess i ta t ing long r e p l i e s . 

The Cabinet -

Took note. 
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3. T H E F O R E I G N A N D C O M M O N W E A L T H S E C R E T A R Y said that 
dur ing his recent v i s i t to Zimbabwe he had found the si tuation l ess 
unstable than the media were suggesting. The P r i m e M i n i s t e r , 
M r Mugabe, was confident that the d i s m i s s a l and impending t r i a l of his 
m a i n coa l i t i on par tner , M r Nkomo, would not lead to ser ious t rouble . 
Support for M r Nkomo had been dec l in ing fcr some t ime , not least 
because of his pe rsona l reputat ion for vena l i ty . The commander of 
the Zimbabwean a r m y had found no atmosphere of tension on a recent 
v i s i t to Matabeland, which had been M r Nkomo ' s m a i n power base. It 
was less c lea r that trouble could be avoided i f M r Nkomo was convicted 
and i m p r i s o n e d ; but i t was poss ible that he might be granted a 
P r e s i d e n t i a l pardon. Among the white inhabitants of Zimbabwe, the 
business communi ty were making a de termined and sensible effort to 
come to t e r m s with ex i s t ing condi t ions . The s k i l l e d white a r t i s a n c l a s s 
were w o r r i e d about their future and were often subject to tempting offers 
to emigra te to South A f r i c a ; but M r Mugabe was aware of the need to 
r eassu re and r e t a in them, so far as poss ib le . L e s s could be done to 
r eassu re white member s of the public s e rv i ce , whose s a l a r i e s were 
f rozen and over whose heads black Zimbabweans were inevi tably being 
promoted . The white M e m b e r s of the Zimbabwean P a r l i a m e n t had not 
been making good use of their pos i t ion . M r Mugabe 's most p re s s ing 
p rob l em was to f ind money for his land reset t lement p rogramme, i n 
which more than one hundred and fifty thousand f ami l i e s would be 
invo lved . 

T H E F O R E I G N A N D C O M M O N W E A L T H S E C R E T A R Y said that during 
his two-day v i s i t to Kenya he had been able to lobby success fu l ly i n 
support of two major contracts being sought by B r i t i s h f i r m s . It was a 
pity tha*. there had not been more B r i t i s h M i n i s t e r i a l v i s i t s there i n 
recent yea r s . He hoped that his colleagues would bear in mind the 
important role which such v i s i t s could play i n keeping f r iendships i n 
r e p a i r . They should not be confined to countr ies where major problems 
had to be dealt wi th . 

T H E L O R D C H A N C E L L O R said that the recent r u l i n g of the European 
Cour t of Human Righ ts i n the case of C a m p b e l l and Cosans v the United 
Kingdom, which had dealt with the question of c o r p o r a l punishment i n 
B r i t i s h schools , was unhelpful at a t ime of growing d i so rde r i n the 
schools and amounted to interference with the nat ional sovereignty of 
the United K i n g d o m . He had been i n favour of renewing the r ight of 
ind iv idua l pet i t ion, but cases such as this r a i s e d the question whether 
anything could and bhould be done to l i m i t the scope of the C o u r t ' s 
a c t i v i t i e s . 

The Cabinet -

Took note. 
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4. T H E S E C R E T A R Y O F S T A T E F O R T R A D E sa id that a spec i a l 
meet ing of the C o u n c i l of M i n i s t e r s to deal with outstanding text i le 
p rob lems had taken place on 25 F e b r u a r y . Agreement had been 
reached on a compromise package which would enable the Communi ty 
to accept the P r o t o c o l extending the present M u l t i - f i b r e Ar rangement 
and met the United K ingdom ' s requi rement for a tough and effective 
successor r e g i m e . The B r i t i s h texti le indust ry was s t i l l unhappy, 
because they would have p re fe r r ed the base l e v e l for future impor t s of 
low cost text i les into the Communi ty to have been the actual l e v e l of 
impor t s i n 1980 ra ther than the somewhat higher quotas appl icable to 
that year ; but this approach had been unacceptable to other member 
states, and the indus t ry ' s fears might i n any case prove groundless i f 
such major suppl ie rs as India continued to under -u t i l i se the i r quotas. 
The C o u n c i l ' s dec i s ions had provided an u m b r e l l a for the opening of a 
se r i e s of b i l a t e r a l negotiations with ind iv idua l supp l i e r s . These 
negotiations were bound to be dif f icul t , but i t was to be hoped that they 
would not give r i s e to p rob lems of the kind that had e a r l i e r led 
Indonesia to re ta l ia te against B r i t i s h expor t s . 

T H E M I N I S T E R O F A G R I C U L T U R E sa id that the C o m m i s s i o n had 
decided yes te rday to ini t ia te act ion against the recen t ly announced 
nat ional aids to F r e n c h agr icu l tu re with a v iew to taking F rance to the 
European Cour t of Jus t i ce . Th i s was a welcome development, though 
it was poss ible that the P re s iden t of the European C o m m i s s i o n might 
yet persuade the F r e n c h Government to produce sufficient addi t ional 
in format ion about these aids to stop the case going to the Cour t , 
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