
S E C R E T A R Y O F S T A T E F O R E N E R G Y 

T H A M E S H O U S E S O U T H 

M I L L B A N K L O N D O N S W 1 P 4 Q J 

01 211 6402 

PERSONAL 

D Wolfson Esq 

No 10 Downing Street 

London SW1 )% October 1979 


I am attaching a copy of extracts from the 

September Gallup p o l l which the Prime M i n i s t e r 

may be in t e r e s t e d to see, i f she has not alread 

done so. 


D A R Howell 




X 

' Table 3 • Urgent problems 


Questions and answers 

What would you say is the 

most urgent problem facing 

the country at the present 

time? 

Cost of l i v i n g 

S t r i k e s 

Unemployment 

Other economic problems 

Ireland 

Fuel shortage 

Other 

Don't know 


And what would you say i s 

the next most urgent 

problem? (Includes top 

problem) 

Cost of l i v i n g 

Unemployment 

Strikes 

Other economic problems 

Ireland 

Immigrants 

Health 

Law and order 

Housing 

Increase productivity 

Pensions 

Fuel shortage 

Other 

Don't know 


Today 


25 

20 

18 

6 

6 

3 


18 

4 


43 

32 

30 

10 

12 

7 

6 

5 

4 

4 

4 

5 


13 

4 


Compa 

ri son 


(i) 
32 

7 


22 

7 

1 

5 


22 


50 

37 

15 

12 

4 

10 

5 

6 

6 

4 

4 

9 


20 

4 


X 0 <£r 
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 Tabje 10 Energy c r i s i s ; nuclear energy 
r


Questions and answers 


1 Have you heard or read 

anything recently about 

there being a shortage of 

a l l types of energy, 

including fuel o i l , heating 

and other fuels over the 

next few years? 


Yes  — Q
No ^ 
Don't know 

2 Do you believe that such 

shortages are l i k e l y ? 


Don't know 


3 Would you expect such 

shortages to be a very 

serious problem for this 

country, a somewhat serious 

problem or not a problem 

at a l l ? 


Very serious " ^ G t A 

Somewhat serious \1V 

Not a problem 

Don't know 


4 Who or what do you think i s 

mainly responsible for the 

high price of petrol? 


- ^ f j \ T h e Arabs, o i l producers 

/ \ ^ / B r i t i s h government, 


•^JT$\ taxation 

~J$f0i 1/petrol companies 
Mw	

x \ J World situation 

Trouble m the Middle East 

The consumer, car owners 

America (using too much) 

Trade unions 

Other 

Don't know 


Today 


82 

15 

3 


74 

17 

9 


47 

34 

12 

6 


50 


16 

8 

7 

4 

4 

3 


"1 

8 


13 


Compa 

r i son 


(1) 

95 

4 

1 


85 

10 

5 


65 

25 


3 


51 


11 

6 

7 

6 

4 

3 

1 

7 

9 


Questions and answers 


5 At present, about 10 per 

cent of the tota l e l e c t r i c i t y 

in Great B r i t a i n comes from 

nuclear power. What do you 

think should be the 

development of nuclear power 

generation in this country? 


They should increase 

^ nuclear power generation 

(jV^They should not develop 

\ " j / a n y more than at present 


They should stop generating 

nuclear power 


Don't know 


6 What would you do 1f a 

nuclear power station were 

to be b u i l t in your area? 

Would agree to i t s being 

b u i l t 


Would not oppose though 

would feel anxious about 

i t 


^^-^Would oppose i t 

Would not feel anything 

Don't know 
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Today 


© 

17 


16 


24 

42 

11 


• 

6 


t 

Compa­

rison 


( i ) 


47 


25 


14 

14 


17 


28 

42 

8 

6 
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