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FROM THE PXRMANENT REPRESENTATIVE

J O Kerr Esq CMG
FCO

OTFICE OF THE UNiTXD KINGDOM
PERMANENT RE PRE SENTATIVE

TO THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY
ROND-POINT ROBERT SCHUMAN 6
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TNVITATION TO THE PRTME MfNISTER TO ADDRESS THE INAUGURATTON
OF THE NEW ACADEMTC YEAR AT THE COLLEGE OF EUROPE, BRUGES

1 . f enclose a copy of a letter from the Rector of the col I ooa
n€ .Er" 

^! n-^---^ur Europe ar Bruges to the prime Minister inrzitino hsa to be
]-L^ a"^^r ^Erlre guesE or honour and speaker at the opening ceremony of the
academi-c year this september. r also enclose the signla copyfor the Pri-me Minister which Professor Lukaszewski asked meto forward. f would be most grateful if you would pass thrison to No 10.

2. I also enclose a letter from Henrw plumb to the prime
l4inister commending acceptan."-"r.*irrl'invitation. we havereceived this letter from the plumb office. r would begrateful if you would pass that too to No 1 0.

3. No doubt you have plenty of background material on theCollege of Europe since the FCO makei a modest ( t ) contributionto it annually. The latest sfatc of n1;
1:d,3",, '' 

-on tne staff and amongst the students is set out in John deFonblanquers record of an earlier meetingr with professor
Lukaszewski of 17 March,(copied to Keefe, ECD(I)).
4. You will see that professor Lukaszewski I s l_etter refersto previous Heads of State and Government who have ad.dressedthe academic opening ceremony at the coIlege. The most recentto do so was President Mitterrand who visiied. eruges last autumn.Previous speakers include president soares of pori.u9al, prime
Minister GonzaLez of Spain and chancellor Kreisky oi Austria.f went myself last year to the session ad.dressed-hv president
Mitterrana. rn addit]-on to the students ";;-trl""=t"if'there rvasa large audience consistj_no crf 'l nr.a'l nnl-
T-1 .i h.r ^-^r_..i ^ ^^. 

J vL ruuar rruuables and. the BrusselsrJ-Lyruurd.rrc uorps (bilateral, Community and NATO). you willarso see that, while the colrege woul& prefer to hold thesession on i9 september, they are quite prepared to decouple
the onon i nc aaram^h\7 F-^hLrru u.L/er.1r119 ue!errnJrry L-rurLr the actual start of the academicyear if this would make:...j,-!:,..Dossihlo frrr the pi:ime M.i nislsr toaccept .'=- 7-"-",;"-,:_-"ilurfs 
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5. You will no doubt wish to offer some advice to No 1 0.My own vi-ew is that , if the prime Minister is minded tomake a speech wifh a_European theme this is as good aplatform as any. for doing so; and nowhere outside theunited Ki-ngdom is easi-er-to handle rogistically thanBrug'es. r should perhaps add that pr5fessor Lukaszewskisaid he thouqht it would be extremely welcome if thePrime Minister were to take an opportunity to spell 0uther own vision of the future _aeilropment of Europerather than leaving the field clear to others who choseto propagate the myth that her attitude was an entirelynegative one.

6' Professor. Lukaszewski. put in a particurar plea tohave a reply by the end of April siirce, if theiresponseis negative, he will need to rook for an alternativespeaker. He also asked. that we maintain strictconfidentiality about the invitation since other speakersdid not appreci-ate finding out that they were only asecond choice.
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D H A,Hannay

cc: Sir peter petrie Bt,Cf"{G-
D Dain Esq - WED, FCO

Embassy, Brussels


