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ANGLO—-GERMAN CONSULTATIONS 31 OCTOEER: FRESS REACTION

45 FRIENDLY COVERAGE OF THE PRINME
#INISTER'S V¢ £ SENSRAL TONE 1S REFLECTED IN AN EDITORIAL
I TODAY’S FRANKFURTER ALLGEWMEINE ZEITUNS wHICH SAYS THAT THE
ANGLG=GERVAI DISCUSSICNS, LIKE THOSE BETWEEN THE FRG AND FRANCE,
ARE NOW MORE THAN CONSULTATIONS: THEY HAVE DEVELOPED INTO A
MANIFESTATICK JF FRIENDLY RELATIONS BETWEEN NEIGHBOURS. THE
ARTICLE SAYS THAT THE PRINE MINISTER |5 ACCORDED THE STATUS OF
A HEAD OF GOVERWWEXT wHO HAS BEEN IN CFFICE FOR YEARS. SEVERAL
SAPERS EMPHASISE 3CH4IDT?S XESPECT AND ADMIRATION FOR

2, PRESS REPORTS CONCENTRATE CN THE COMMUNITY BUDGET AND ARE
BASED PRIMARILY ON THE JCINT PRESS CONFERENCE. THE UK CASE

IS FAIRLY PRESZNTED. PAPERS EMPHASISE SCHMIDT’S STATEMENTS

THAT ERITAIN’S DEMANDS WERE wELL FOUNDED: THAT HE WELL UNDERSTOOD
ERITISH DIFFICULTIES: THAT HE HGPED THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL WOULD

AT LEAST DECIDE THE PRINCIPLES ON wWHICH A SOLUTION SHOULD BE
BASED: DUT THAT THE MEETING w1TH MRS THATCHER HAD SHOWN

HiM THAT THE 2BUDGET QUESTION WAS EVEN MORE DIFFICULT

THAT HE HAD HITHERTO THOUGHT. THE BONMER SENERAL ANZEIGER REPCRTS
THAT BOTH HEADS OF GOVERNMENT INDICATED DOUETS AECUT A QUICK
AGREEMENT AND SCEPTICISM THAT FINAL DECISIONS COULD RE TAKEN

IN DUBLIN. THE FSANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG SAYS THAT ALTHOUSH
SCHMIDT CONSIDERED 1T MECE3SARY TO ALLEVIATE BRITAIN’S DIFFICULTIES
HE WOULD NOT A3SUME THE RGLE OF MEDIATOR, NCR WOULD HE THREATEN
IN ANY WAY SSTAGLISHED ELEMENTS OF COMMUNITY PCLICY.

3., PRESS COMMERT HAS BEEN THIN 30 FAR AND MOST HAS COME FROWM
CORRESPONDENTS BASED N BRUSSELS. HAUSER OF THE GENERAL ANZEI3ER,
WRITING AL3GC | THE FRANKFURTER RUNLSCHAU, POINTS CUT THAT THE
BUDGET PROBLEM 1S ONE OF A COMPLEX OF INTER=-LINKED ISSUES. IF

THE UK #ERE FORCED GUT OF THE COMMUNITY THERE wWOULD BE REPERCUSSIONS
FCR BOTH EAST/WEST AND FOR TRANSATLANTIC RELATIONS. A COMPROMISE
MUST BE FOUMND wHICH SHOWS THE PRIME ¥INISTER AS VICTOR EUT
GISCARL NOT AS LOSER.
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4. SOME COMMENT IS LESS ! 5FUL. A CORRESPOMDENT OF Trt FRANKFURTER
ALLGEE INE ZEITUNG WRITES T THE PRIME MINISTER HAS QVER=SIMPLIFIED
THE WMATTER BEY EMPHASISING 2 TAIN'S BELOW-AVERAGE PER CAPITA

INCOME WHILST REMAINING SILENT ABOUT THE REASONS WHY BRITAIN 1S
LAGGING BEHINDs THE UKIS FAILURE.TO RESTRUCTURE THE ECONO#Y. THE
RHEINISCHE POST'S BRUSSELS CORRESPONLENT ASSERTS THAT ERITAIN’S
FIGURES ON THE BUDGET COMTRADICT THE COMMISSION’S. MOREOVER EVEN
THE PRIME MINISTER wAS NCT ABLE TO SAY BY EXACTLY wHAT FIGURE
SRTAIN'S CONTRIBUTION IS EXCESSIVE.

5. THERE |5 MUCH LESS COVERAGE OF OTHER ISSUES. THE PRESS REPORTS
FAR-REACHING AGREEMENT CN TNF MODERNISATION AND DIE WELT WRITES
THAT THE MEETING LEFT THE IMPRESSION THAT THE FRG AND BRITAIN

wOULD PROVIDE THE QuUOTz HARD CCRE UNGUOTE OF SUPPORT FOR ARMS
MODERNISATION AT THE RATO COUNCIL. ON RHODESIA, THE PRESS REPORTS
THAT SCHYIDT ECHOED THE PRIME MINISTER'S SUPPORT FOR YOUR CONDUCT
OF THE NEGOTIATIONS AND CARRIES HIS COMMENT THAT ERITAIN'S
INTENSIVE EFFORTS HAVE BEEN UNEXPECTEDLY SUCCESSFUL SO FAR.
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