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The P r i m e M i n i s t e r spoke t o t h e S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r 

Employment on t h e t e l e p h o n e a t 1315 on 23 A u g u s t . 


Mr. P r i o r s a i d t h a t he w i s h e d t o r e n o r t t o t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r 

on h i s d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h t h e TUC Economic C o m m i t t e e t h e p r e v i o u s 

day. The TUC s i d e had been f a i r l y i n t r a n s i g e n t , b u t he had 

e x p e c t e d t h i s . T h e i r p o s i t i o n was i l l u s t r a t e d bv t h e f a c t t h a t 

t h e i r P r e s s s t a t e m e n t had been w r i t t e n i n advan c e . D e s p i t e t h e 

d i f f i c u l t i e s , he c o n s i d e r e d i t i m p o r t a n t t o be seen t o be g o i n g 

t h r o u g h t h e m o t i o n s on c o n s u l t a t i o n . 


The P r i m e M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t she s t r o n g l y a g r e e d w i t h t h e 

p o i n t he had made on r a d i o a b o u t t h e c u r r e n t e conomic d i f f i c u l t i e s 

b e i n g e x a c e r b a t e d as a r e s u l t o f l a s t w i n t e r ' s i n d u s t r i a l 

d i s r u p t i o n . She ask e d Mr. P r i o r how t h e n e g o t i a t i n g p o s i t i o n o f t h e 

t r a d e u n i o n s c o u l d be c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h e f a c t t h a t more t r a d e 

u n i o n members had v o t s t E l e c t i o n t h a n e v e r b e f o r e . 

V,'ere t h e v i e w s o f t h e s e t r a d e u n i o n i s t s b e i n c r e p r e s e n t e d ? I t 

seemed t h a t t h e L a b o u r P a r t y ' s p o s i t i o n , n o t t h e p o s i t i o n o f t r a d e 

u n i o n i s t s , was c o m i n g t h r o u g h . 


Mr. P r i o r s a i d t h a t t h e c o n s u l t a t i o n p r o c e s s w o u l d have t o 
be gone t h r o u g h , o t h e r w i s e t h e r e w o u l d be d i f f i c u l t r e p e r c u s s i o n s . 
But t h e g o i n g w o u l d r e m a i n r o u g h . H a r r y U r w i n had done most o f 
t h e t a l k i n g , w i t h some s u p p o r t f r o m Len M u r r a y . The g r o u p o f 20 
had d e l e g a t e d t h e s e t w o t o speak, and he had been s p e c i f i c a l l y 
a s k e d n o t t o p u t q u e s t i o n s t o o t h e r s . The m e e t i n g had l a s t e d 
1 h o u r SO m i n u t e s . I t had g o t nowhere. The t r a d e u n i o n s i d e 
accused t h e Government o f b e i n g w o o l l y . He n e v e r t h e l e s s was 
i n c r e a s i n g l y c o n v i n c e d o f t h e need t o s t i c k t o t h e t o u g h e s t 
f o r m u l a t i o n f o r t h e f o r t h c o m i n g l e g i s l a t i o n . O t h e r w i s e t h e 
Government w o u l d be seen t o be t a k i n g a f e e b l e l i n e . The 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r c o n f i r m e d t h a t she a g r e e d w i t h t h i s . Mr. P r i o r 
s a i d t h a t he was i n c r e a s i n g l y a t t r a c t e d by t h e p r o s p e c t o f 
i n t r o d u c i n g t w o B i l l s , w i t h t h e f i r s t one n a r r o w l y drawn t o l i m i t 
t h e s c o p e f o r amendments, and o b s t r u c t i o n i n C o m m i t t e e . The 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r a r g u e d t h a t i t w o u l d be i m p o s s i b l e t o push any 
B i l l t h r o u g h q u i c k l y . I f t h e Government i n t r o d u c e d one b r i e f 
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B i l l , b u t f a i l e d t o p e t t h i s t h r o u g h q u i c k l y , i t w o u l d g i v e t h e 

O p p o s i t i o n a much b i g g e r h a n d l e w i t h w h i c h t o t a c k l e t h e n e x t 

B i l l . She was t h e r e f o r e i n c l i n e d t o t a c k l e one B i l l . I f t h e r e 

w e r e t w o , b o t h w o u l d r e q u i r e t h e u s e o f t h e g u i l l o t i n e , t h e r e 

w o u l d be t w o C o m m i t t e e Staeres, and p r o b l e m s w o u l d be c o n s i d e r a b l y 

i n c r e a s e d . Mr. P r i o r s a i d t h a t he w o u l d w i s h t o d i s c u s s t h i s 

f u r t h e r w i t h t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r . I n t h e m e a ntime, he had t o 

c o n c l u d e c o n s u l t a t i o n s on i s s u e s s u c h as employment p r o t e c t i o n , 

and i m m u n i t i e s . An i m p o r t a n t d e c i s i o n o f t h e House o f L o r d s was 

due i n November. The P r i m e M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t Mr. P r i o r s h o u l d 

l a y down what t h e l a w was t o be, w i t h o u t t o o much a t t e n t i o n t o t h e 

p r o s p e c t i v e L o r d s d e c i s i o n . T h i s m i g h t w e l l n o t come t h r o u g h 

i n November. Mr. P r i o r p o i n t e d t o t h e r i s k o f c r i t i c i s m  i ^ t h e 

Government was p r e - e m p t i n g t h i s d e c i s i o n . The P r i m e M i n i s t e r 

s a i d t h e Government was e n t i t l e d t o l a y down what i t w a n t e d f o r 

t h e P a r l i a m e n t t o c o n s i d e r . Mr. P r i o r s a i d t h a t w o u l d n o t d i s a r m 

t h e l i k e l y c r i t i c i s m . The d r a f t i n g w o u l d be e a s y , b u t t h e p a s s a g e 

o f t h e B i l l w o u l d be d i f f i c u l t . The L o r d C h a n c e l l o r had c o n f i r m e d 

t h a t t h e L o r d s d e c i s i o n c o u l d n o t be e x n e c t e d b e f o r e November. 

The P r i m e M i n i s t e r t h o u g h t t h i s made i  t l i k e l y t h a t t h e r e w o u l d 

be no d e c i s i o n b e f o r e C h r i s t m a s . 


Mr. P r i o r drew a t t e n t i o n t o t h e Donovan r u l i n g s . The 

P r i m e M i n i s t e r p o i n t e d o u t t h a t some o f h i s e x t e n s i o n s o f i m m u n i t y 

had been o v e r t u r n e d by l a t e r d e c i s i o n s . T h i s u n d e r l i n e d t h e 

s t r o n g e r c a s e f o r l a y i n g down t h e l a w . Mr. P r i o r commented t h a t 

he a g r e e d , b u t was s e a r c h i n g f o r t h e b e s t way o f p u t t i n g t h i s 

i n t o e f f e c t . 


23 August 1P79 
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