
PRIME MINISTER 


AMENDMENT BY ORDER OF THE EMPLOYMENT PROTECTION ACTS 


I m i n u / e d you on 7 June a b o u t t h i s and y o u r P r i v a t e S e c r e t a r y 

/ /


r e p l i e d " " on 11 J u n e . 


I have now, as a g r e e d , c o n s u l t e d t h e TUC, CBI and o t h e r 

o r g a n i s a t i o n s , m a i n l y o f s m a l l e r e m p l o y e r s , on t h e t w o changes 

t o t h e Employment P r o t e c t i o n A c t s w h i c h I i n t e n d t o make by 

O r d e r . The changes I p r o p o s e d w e r e t o e x t e n d t h e q u a l i f y i n g 

p e r i o d f o r c o m p l a i n t s o f u n f a i r d i s m i s s a l f r o m 26 t o 52 weeks, 

w i t h t h e p o s s i b i l i t y a l s o o f a f u r t h e r e x t e n s i o n t o \0k weeks 

i n t h e case o f t h o s e aged u n d e r 18, and t o r e d u c e t h e n o t i f i c a t i o n 

and c o n s u l t a t i o n p e r i o d r e q u i r e d on r e d u n d a n c i e s o f u n d e r 100 

p e o p l e f r o m 60 days t o 30 d a y s . I have a l s o , as we a g r e e d , i n f o r m e d 

P a r l i a m e n t o f t h e c o n s u l t a t i o n s b y answer t o a P a r l i a m e n t a r y 

Q u e s t i o n . 


The p r o p o s e d changes w e r e welcomed by e m p l o y e r s ' o r g a n i s a t i o n s , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y t h o s e r e p r e s e n t i n g s m a l l e r b u s i n e s s e s . W h i l e 

s e v e r a l o f t h i s l a t t e r g r o u p f a v o u r e d an e x t e n s i o n o f t h e 
*• > 

q u a l i f y i n g p e r i o d f o r c o m p l a i n t s o f u n f a i r d i s m i s s a l t o 10^t weeks, 

o t h e r o r g a n i s a t i o n s , n o t a b l y t h e CBI, s u p p o r t e d t h e p r o p o s e d 

p e r i o d o f 52 weeks.  I n t h e l i g h t o f t h e v i e w s o f t h e CBI and t h e 

s t r o n g o b j e c t i o n s w h i c h t h e p r o p o s a l s e n c o u n t e r e d f r o m t h e TUC I 

am c o n f i r m e d  i n my v i e w t h a t 52 weeks w o u l d be t h e a p p r o p r i a t e 

l e n g t h f o r t h e q u a l i f y i n g p e r i o d . 


The m a j o r i t y o f r e p l i e s made no comment on t h e s u g g e s t i o n o f a 

q u a l i f y i n g p e r i o d o f lO^i weeks f o r t h o s e aged u n d e r 18. However, 

w h i l e i  t was f a v o u r e d by some o r g a n i s a t i o n s o f s m a l l e r b u s i n e s s e s , 

t h e CBI e x p r e s s e d t h e f e a r t h a t t h e p r o p o s a l w o u l d be seen as 




d i s c r i m i n a t i n g a g a i n s t y o u n g e r w o r k e r s and i  t was opposed b y , 

among o t h e r s , t h e E n g i n e e r i n g E m p l o y e r s F e d e r a t i o n . M o r e o v e r , 

my D e p a r t m e n t has l i t t l  e e v i d e n c e t h a t s u c h an e x t e n s i o n w o u l d 

i m p r o v e t h e employment p r o s p e c t s o f y o u n g p e o p l e . I do n o t p r o p o s e 

t h e r e f o r e , t o p u r s u e t h e p r o p o s a l f o r a l o n g e r q u a l i f y i n g p e r i o d 

f o r t h e u n d e r - l 8 s i n t h e c o n t e x t o f t h e two O r d e r s , b u t w i l l g i v e 

i t more d e t a i l e d c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n t h e m a i n r e v i e w o f t h e 

Employment P r o t e c t i o n l e g i s l a t i o n w h i c h i s c u r r e n t l y u n derway. 


I i n t e n d t h e r e f o r e t o p r o c e e d on t h e b a s i s o f an e x t e n s i o n o f t h e 

q u a l i f y i n g p e r i o d f o r c o m p l a i n t s o f u n f a i r d i s m i s s a l t o 52 weeks 

and a r e d u c t i o n i n t h e n o t i f i c a t i o n and c o n s u l t a t i o n p e r i o d on 

r e d u n d a n c i e s o f u n d e r 100 f r o m 60 t o 30 d a y s . The O r d e r s w i l l be 

l a i d b e f o r e P a r l i a m e n t w i t h i n t h e n e x t t w o weeks and s h o u l d become 

o p e r a t i v e on 1 O c t o b e r 1979. 


I am c o p y i n g t h i s m i n u t e t o t h e members o f E(EA) C o m m i t t e e , t h e 

C h i e f Whip, t h e S o l i c i t o r G e n e r a l and S i r J o h n H u n t . 


J P 

2 J u l y 1979 
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