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Broadcasts in French to Canada

Thank you for your letter of 20 February in which you
asked for comment on the suggestion made by a correspondent
to the Prime Minister that we should be letting French
listeners in Canada receive an account of British views on
the patriation problem.

It is indeed the case that there are no BBC broadcasts
in. French directed to Canada. As you will know from my
letter to Mike Pattison (copy attached) we are at the moment
involved in trying to persuade the BBC to cut their
vernacular services. It would thus look odd for us to
suggest now to the BBC that they initiate an entirely new
service in French to a limited audience in French-speaking
Canada to cope with an immediate problem, ie getting our
views across on patriation. It takes time to get new
listeners to a new service, and by the time such a
service gained a worthwhile audience, the immediate politica
need would probably have disappeared. The Federal
Government might also consider the service's appearance as
smacking of interference in their affairs.

For these reasons, therefore, we consider the
suggestion made by the Prime Minister's correspondent to be
a non-starter.

9/‘:2/6’

(G G H Walden)

M O'D B Alexander Esq
10 Downing Street
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