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MORNING TO EXPRESS THt: COMCERN

TELEGRAM NUMBER 277 OF 12 04T

FOSSIBLE HUNGER STRIKE it H=@LOGK
1. MR LEN{HAN ASKED ME TO CALL THIS
= THE IRISH GOVERNMENT AT PO3S!ZLE DEVELOPMENTS IN MAZE AWD
OTHER PRISONS IN  NORTHERH IRELAND AMD GREAT BRITAIN,

2. THEY HAD HEARD THAT THERE WERE PLANS FOR A HUNGER STRIKE TC

START ON MCNDAY, 22 OCTOBER. THEIR FHEORMATION WA THAT SEYVERAL

SINGLE MEN WITH NC DEFENDENTS KNOwN FOR THEIK ResOLUTION HAD
i . 2 GRS "_.li: : If;: > ""‘""‘{."'f: .
BEEN CHOSEN FOR THE STRIKE, The IRISH GOVERWMENT WERE CORCERUCD
)l
AEQUT ThE LFFEFT THIS MICHKHT Hﬂvh ON THE EXISTING EXCELLENT SECURITY
12134 PUBLIC CPIHNION

INCREASED

L‘JUPEH:\'IM' ON THE BOKOER. Al THE MAOMENT
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MORE OR LESo DeHlIND -THE GOVERNWeWwT IN i TS5

SeEMeDl TGO S
, i ST THE TE2R0SIS8TS. BUT & HUNGER 3TRIKE COULD Bt
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BEEN CHOSEN FOR THE STRIKE. THE IRISH GOVERNMENT WERE CONCERNEL
ABOUT THE EFFECT THIS MIGHT HAVE ON THE EXISTING EXCELLENT SECURITY
COOPERATION ON THE BORDER. AT THE MOMENT 1RISH PUBLIC OPINION
SEEMED TG BE MORE GR LE33 BEHIND THE GOVERESEWT IN ITS wpeas.
CAMPAIGN AGINST THE TERRORISTS. BUT A HUNGER STRIKE COULD BE

ESO  EMOTIVE THAT THE PUBLIC MOOD COULD CHANGE AND PUT AT RISK
THE PRESENT PUBLIGC SUFPORT FOR 3ECURITY CUUPERATION.
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3. THE IRISH GOVERNMENT FULLY ACCEPTED THAT THERE W#AS NO QUESTION
OF US GRANTING POLITICAL STATUS BUT THEY WISHED TG URGE US TO
TAKE A FRESH, HARD LOOK AT THE wAY WE WERE COPING WITH THE PRESENT
} CAMPAIGN OF PROTEST, SURELY SGCMETHING COULD BE DONE On THE ISSUES
{ OF CLOTHING AND vORX WHICH WOULD HEAD OFF A HUNGER STRIKE,
} o 7 !
s 4, | REPLIED THAT WE WERE FULLY CONSCIGUS OF THE DANGER CF THIS
| PROBLEM AND THAT WE HAD BEEN WORKING HARD TO TRY TO FI&D A SOLUTION,
| A3 HE KNEW , AN N | O OFFICIAL HAD VISITED DUBLIN THIS WEEK TO
| DISCUSS THE QUESTION OF CLOTHING AND WORK wiTH DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
f OFFICIALS,

5, MR LENIHAN 1S RIGHT IN SAYING THAT THE PRESENT PUBLIC MOOD 1S
ok PRETTY SOLIDLY BEHIND CROSS BORLER SECURITY COOPERATION, IT I8
TIFFICULT TO FORECAST WHAT EFFECT A PROLUNGED HUNGER STRIKE MIGHT
HAVE BUT | A NOT SURPRISED THAT THE IRISH GOVERNMENT SEEMS TO
BE QUITE WORRIED,

| £. MR LENIHAN WILL BE RAISING THE MATTER WITH MR ATKINS ON MONDAY,
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