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TTRODUCTION

B 5 its 11th :ueetlng o:lﬁl-S Octo:oep, E Committee asked me to
ﬁwepal‘e a contingency plan for establishing a Central Press Unit
(CPU) for use in emergencies, and to bring my Droposals before it.

2 Experience has shown the need for better handling of information
and publicity to influence public orinion in industrial disputes

ihere the Government is involved, whether as employer, or because

it has a statutory responsibility to intervene or because the

mblic interest requires that Government should take emergency

ation to maintain essential services. Indeed, the experience

of the threatened London Underground strike last June showed that

A early indication of the Government's intention to minimise the

:é’fii § of a strike on the public can actually help to avert the
rike,

E i I suggest that DPlans should be approved now for the )
Técognition of a Central Press Unit, under my Chairmanship,
to ve activated at the outset of a potentially dangerous
industrial dispute or other emergency.

Th? CPU would be activated by me at the request of the
Prime Iinister, or the Home Secretary (as Chairman

8 CCT) or the Towd Diésident (as Chairman of E(CS)).

ii

Its membership would consist of the Chief Information
Officers of the Home Office, Scottish Office, Welsh
ffice, Treasury and the Departments of Buployment
ad TIndustry, together with the Prime Minister's Press
Secretary and the Home Controller of the Central
Office of Information. The Northern Ireland Office,
Which hag its own publicity arrangements, would have
v; Standing invitation to attend meetings, as would the
2istry of Defence and any Department (eg Energy,
?I‘ansport, Civil Service Department) involved in the
1nduStria1 dispute or required to take emergency action.
ST Departments claiming an interest could asx to be
fsPresented,  A11 Chief Information Officers would be
free to Send deputies if necessary.

Early Warning of an impending dispute or emergency
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5 EXECUTIVE POWERS

The

S gzgizould have no executive powers. I

concerﬁedg ?gtlon would rest with the Department OT
» Who would handle their own pu%licity 2L

7 FIITANCE FOR PUBLICITY

During an
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