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V i s i t by the P r i m e M i n i s t e r to R o m e : 4th-5th O c t o b e r 1979 

T h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r is to v i s i t R o m e for ta lks with S i g n o r C o s s i g a on 

4th-5th O c t o b e r . L o r d C a r r i n g t o n p r o p o s e s to a c c o m p a n y h e r , subject to his 

c o m m i t m e n t s at the R h o d e s i a C o n f e r e n c e . O n the Ital ian s ide , bes ides 

S i g n o r C o s s i g a , we expect S i g n o r M a l f a t t i , the F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r , to p a r t i c i p a t e 

and p e r h a p s S i g n o r P a n d o l f i , the T r e a s u r y M i n i s t e r . 

2. The Ital ians have suggested that the P r i m e M i n i s t e r should a r r i v e in 

R o m e on 4th O c t o b e r i n t i m e for a te te -a- te te with S i g n o r C o s s i g a i n the e a r l y 

e v e n i n g , fo l lowed by an I ta l ian G o v e r n m e n t d i n n e r . T h e y env i sage a fu l l m e e t i n g 

of the two s ides on the m o r n i n g of 5th O c t o b e r . A f t e r that the P r i m e M i n i s t e r 

w i l l lunch p r i v a t e l y with the A m b a s s a d o r before h e r d e p a r t u r e . 

3. T h i s w i l l be the f i r s t m e e t i n g between M r s . T h a t c h e r and the new Ita l ian 

P r i m e M i n i s t e r . A p a r t f r o m e s t a b l i s h i n g a c o r d i a l w o r k i n g r e l a t i o n s h i p , our 

m a i n a i m w i l l be to take fu l l advantage of the I tal ian w i s h to m a i n t a i n some s o r t 

of t a c t i c a l a l l i a n c e with us on C o m m u n i t y ques t i ons , e s p e c i a l l y on the budget, in 

the r u n - u p to the D u b l i n m e e t i n g of the E u r o p e a n C o u n c i l at the end of N o v e m b e r 

(there w i l l be a c o u n c i l m e e t i n g of the F i n a n c e C o u n c i l on 15th O c t o b e r ) . T h e 

Ital ians a l so at tach i m p o r t a n c e to en l i s t ing our support on c e r t a i n o ther 

C o m m u n i t y i s s u e s . 

4. T h e Ital ians have not yet p r o p o s e d an agenda . I suggest however that the 

fo l lowing	 subjects should be p r o p o s e d to them: 

A C o m m u n i t y Issues 

(i) B u d g e t / C o n v e r g e n c e 

(ii) C A P 

( i i i ) Other C o m m u n i t y Issues 
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5. N e i t h e r e n e r g y ques t ions n o r the i n t e r n a t i o n a l f i n a n c i a l and e c o n o m i c 

scene a r e i n c l u d e d . It i s i m p o r t a n t that S i g n o r C o s s i g a s h o u l d be e n c o u r a g e d to 

get down s t r a i g h t a w a y to d i s c u s s the budge ta ry i s s u e and that t i m e shou ld not be 

t aken up w i t h a d i s c u s s i o n of i n t e r n a t i o n a l e c o n o m i c m a t t e r s f i r s t . B r i t i s h and 

I t a l i a n M i n i s t e r s a r e i n c l o s e and r e g u l a r con tac t on these ques t i ons and the nex t 

E c o n o m i c S u m m i t a t V e n i c e next y e a r w i l l s t i l l be s o m e n ine m o n t h s ahead . A s 

r e g a r d s e n e r g y , the m e e t i n g be tween the two P r i m e M i n i s t e r s f o l l o w s that of the 

S u m m i t P e r s o n a l R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s on 26th S e p t e m b e r , and p r e c e d e s that of E n e r g y 

M i n i s t e r s on 9th N o v e m b e r . A de fens ive b r i e f w i l l be p r o v i d e d i n case the 

I t a l i an s shou ld r a i s e the q u e s t i o n of n a t i o n a l o i l i m p o r t t a r g e t s . A s r e g a r d s o ther 

i s s u e s , i t w i l l be p a r t i c u l a r l y v a l u a b l e to speak to the I t a l i a n s about T N F 
1
m o d e r n i s a t i o n . 

6. I a t t ach d ra f t o b j e c t i v e s for the v i s i t at A n n e x A and a sugges ted l i s t of 

b r i e f s at A n n e x B . G i v e n the s h o r t n e s s of the v i s i t i t i s not p r o p o s e d to b r i e f on 

the who le range of i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s s u e s , though the P r i m e M i n i s t e r w i l l of c o u r s e 

i f n e c e s s a r y be b r i e f e d on R h o d e s i a , i n the l i g h t of d e v e l o p m e n t s at the C o n f e r e n c e 

j u s t before she goes . 

7. I s h o u l d be g r a t e f u l i f you w o u l d l e t me know i f the P r i m e M i n i s t e r i s 

content w i t h the o b j e c t i v e s at A n n e x A as a b a s i s for the b r i e f i n g , and w i t h the l i s t 

of b r i e f s at A n n e x B . 
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