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POSSIBLE POLITICAL INITIATIVE IN NORTHERN IRELAND,

1l AT A PRESS CONFERENCE IN DUBLIN ON THE AFTERNOON OF 3 JUNE,
THE TAOISEACH WAS ASKED A NUMBER OF QUESTIONS ABOUT MR ATKINS?
REMARK IN HIS INTERVIEW ON ’?PANORAMA’? ON 1 JUNE TO THE EFFECT
THAT A NEW POLITICAL INITIATIVE IN NORTHERN |RELAND WAS POSSIBLE,

2. NO TEXT HAS BEEN ISSUED HERE, BUT BASED ON A JOURNALIST’S
TAPE RECORDING. THE EXCHANGES WERE AS FOLLOWS:

MARY HOLLAND (SUNDAY TRIBUNE):

MR HUMPHREY ATKINS HAS HINTED AT THE POSSIBILITY OF A NEW
INTERNAL POLITICAL INITIATIVE IN NORTHERN IRELAND. HCW DO YOU
THINK |T WOULD AFFECT THE JOINT STUDIES?

TAOISEACH:

I THINK IT WOULD BE A TOTALLY INEFFECTIVE OPERATION. | JUST

SAW SOME NEWSPAPER REFERENCES. | WOULD REGARD IT AS TOTALLY

INEFFECTUAL AND IN MY VIEW AN IDLE s USELESS EXERCISE:J,
 —p———

MARY HOLLAND:

HAS THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT CONSULTED YOU ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY?

TAOISEACH:
NO, WE HAVE HAD NO INDICATION WHATSOEVER, THE POSITION AS

FAR AS | AM AM CONCERNED IF THAT THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT, LIKE
OURSELVES S 1S TOTALLY COMM|TTED TC THE POLITICAL INITIATIVE
AT THE DUBLIN SUMMIT,

S DICK WAKSH




DICK WALSH (IRISH TIMES ).
IF MR ATKINS WENT AREAD WITH SUCH AN INITIATIVE, wOULD YOU REGARD
IT AS A SNUB TO YOUR POLICY IN RELATION TO MRS THATCHER?

TAOISEACH: |

| DON? T KNOW. | HAVE ONLY NEWSPAPER REPORTS TO GO ON AT THE
MOMENT. BUT | WOULD NOT REGARD IT AS VERY SIGNIFICANT. IN FACT,
| WOULD REGARD IT AS A VERY FOOLISH EXERCISE WHICH WOULD GET
NOWWHERE JUST AS THE LAST EXERCISE GOT NOWHERE = JUST A WASTE
OF TIME,

3. SURPRISINGLY, ALTHOUGH THE LONDON TIMES AND THE DAILY TELEGRAPH
FEATURED THE STCRY PROMINENTLY, THE IRISH PAPERS ONLY GAVE A VERY
BRIEF SUMMARY.
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