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OUR TELNG 64 (ILLEGAL LANDING ON SCUTH GEORGIA) HAS, OF CIURSE,

ROSSED WITH MY TELNO B9. | GAVE THE MESSAGE IN YOUR TELEGRA™ TO

“ENRIQUE ROS OVER THE TELEPHONE AT 15¢5Z. ME WAS, OF COURSE, VERY

' DISTRESSED. HE REGRETS THAT HE HAS NO/ (REPEAT NO): WAY OF COMMUN |-
CATING WITH THE MEN AT LEITH. | MUST MYSELF POINT OUT THAT MY TELNO
85 DID NOT CONVEY AN ASSURANCE BUT A STATEMENT WHICH BOTH BLANCO
AND | UNDERSTOOD TO BE A FACT. | DO NOT THINK THERE WAS ANY
INTENTION TO MISLEAD.

2. AT 15322 | WAS SUMMONED BY FOREIGN MINISTER COSTA MENDEZ WHO,
ON LOOKING THROUGH MY SPEAKING NOTES BASED ON YOUR TUR SAID

“(A) HE WAS SURPRISED THAT HMG WAS PROCEEDING 80 RAPIDLY TOC
SUCH VERY GRAVE ACTION, WITHOUT EXHAUSTING DIPLCMATIC RECOURSES.
COULD NOT SUCH PRECIPITATE ACTION BE POSTPONED SEM] COLON

(B) HE MUST MOST SOLEMNLY WARN YOU THAT, IF HMG PROCEEDS
WITH THE HARSH MEASURE OF TAKING THESE MEN UNDER ARREST OH A BRIT{SH
WARSHIP TO PORT STANLEY, HE, ROS AND THOSE WHO ARE TRYING TO DEAL
wWiTH US OVER THE FALKLANDS IN A MODERATE WAY WIiLL LOSE COHTRGL OF
EVENTS., CUR HARSH ACTION WILL PRODUCE A HARSH RESPONSE, HE
COULD NOT PREDICT WHAT THIS WOULD BE, NOR COULD HE UNDERTAXZ TO
KEEP IT WITHIN BOUN”S.
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KEEP |IT WITHIN BOUNDS,

3. " | POINTED OUT THAT THE TROUBLE WAS NOT OF OUR SEEKING, THAT
| A SUCCESSION OF WARNINGS AND ORDERS HAD BEEN GIVEN TO THE BUEN
SUCESC AND DAVIDOFF, WHICH HAD BEEN |GNORED AND THAT NOW VERY

| LITTLE TIME REMAINED. COULD THE ARGENTINES FOR INSTANCE, OFFER T0O
| ORDER THE BUEN SUCESO TO GO BACK TO LEITH AND TAKE THE MEN AWAY,

| AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO ACTION BY ENDURANCE? COSTA MENDEZ SAID HE

| WOULD ENQUIRE IF THIS COULD BE A PRACTICAL POSSIBILITY AND, IF

| SO, WITHIN THE BOUNDS OF SAVING FACE. BUT DOING SO WOULD TAKE
|

I

A LITTLE TIME., HE URGED MOST EARNESTLY THAT, MEANWHILE, ENDURANCE
SHCULD NOT TAKE ANY ACTION IN THIS CONTEXT WHICH COULD BE OBSERVED.
; THIS INCIDENT ONLY ILLUSTRATED THE NEED TO GET ON WITH THE MAIN
| NEGOTIATION. COULD IT NOT BE HELD OVER TO BE A FIRST SUBJECT FOR US
THE QUOTE FIRE BRIGADE UNQUOTE TO DEAL WITH [N THE NEGOTIATING
! COMM] SSTON? : '

&, | MUST ADD MY OWN WARNING THAT, AS SEEN FROM HERE, THIS
SPECTACULAR REACTION TC A PIECE OF TRIVIAL AND LOW-LEVEL
MISBEHAVIOUR COULD WELL, IN THE CURRENT ATMOSPHERE, DO LASTING
DAMAGE TC THE WHOLE STRUCTURE OF OUR FRUITFUL BILATERAL REZLATIOKS.

WILLIAMS

NNNN
SENT/RECD AT 23/17187 JDG/R02202222R2222220R0RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRD

o L e i S e

PR R e T



