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Loe (76) 115 Mtg. SECRET

COFY HO no!onl

LEAPER9S: CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE

Mingtes of ths 115th Neeting held at 3:00 pam. on

wonday, 14th June 1976, in the Leaderds Room at -th
House of COMIONS.
- Presents: ‘ l-k-s. mmher {in the Chair)
"7 sy whitelaw, Sir Xeith Joseph,
Lord o 5:' Tord Hailsham,
- Mrs. Maudl. Sir Geoffrey Howe
Mry Brior, Mr. Pym, Mr. y

Mr, Biffen, lord Thorneycroft.

Mr, Atking,

:I;n‘attendmal Mre Butler, Mr. Stanley, Mr, Patten,
- Mry x:l.d:l.ey, Hr. Nicholson.

Apologiess -.I Mre J'enkin

Intustria Fouiey (Paper by Mo, Heseltine)

Discugsion was continuad of My. Heaelt:l.na‘a ﬁper on
Induetrial Folicy Beootimondations, OC/6/
following pointe wers agreeds
we 'would repeal Sectdons 7 and 8 of the
In&usu(y)nctetafz h;:.?:twa “ouLd re Tud3at
m@md@&m ection 8 amd we would msure

reg axpanditure under
Section Te 'm.ese s wu.!.d e gubject to nuch more direct
Parlimment crut: were exercised by the

Minister or: uw oﬂwr amnnnw an hia behalf,

(i1} ws would aboligh the NEB in its present form but
retain an adninistrative mechanism Por selling back exlsting
NEB shareholdings where possible and administering those
vhich could not immediately be sold backe This would
have no imnovating powers of its owm, Similarly, we would
Tewove the povers of the Scottish and Welsh bevelopment
:ge encies to buy into gmiﬁtable companies. We would retain

ce agencies w:lth gimilar titlas, Por carrying out their
ther functions such as administering industrial estates and
a.id to small buginegses and improving the enviromment.

(ﬁi) Planning acpeen s, We should say that
plamning agreemen 3 in our policy, and that we
preferred more gme:'al discussim:s with 1.ndustr.'y as a vhole,
vhil the Governnent should keep” *at arm?s length® and not
become involved in detailed regulation.

{iv) Sections (¢) and {d) on prohibition orders
and a:mWLsMMm as was Secticn 3 an
the Alrovaft Shipbuil .
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{v) 3dector ts. IF asked about our attitude
to the cm’%ﬁ § Mﬁ_ oral appraigals we should say
that we would exanine with interest thé conclusions put
foryard as a result of these exerciges, but obvicusly could
not be Gomnitted to the rogosals; rmich, night arise as 4
result of theséIapirai ' N

§ In.flation account: ) Th:.s passi%e was agreed.
We could no stage to acceg
part:.cular sj*s ot infl:}: on' a:.'w\mtin.g but we' t-ecogm.sed

the need to. - gome P Bcr pru.dent commercial
accounting,! W

“{vid)’ Théve would be substantial savings on the
Governmentls propused €225 million NEB budget.
r a_rd our policy. we mould

vid In' putting’ .
. concenirat?bmbrguﬂﬁ u Yould restore prosperity and
‘ef Ficiency ta - tz'y. ,mdrfmt segk to get involved in
detailed argumentss -. - .o,

2.  Iamesids Education snthoniey '

. M5 fohneS tevas regorxad that the Secretary of

State was -proposing’ toexerclve his power to cverride the
measures taken over comprehensive education by the Conservative
controllied Tameside Education Authority. . He wag meeting the
Counciliors the follewing day to discuss their proposal to go
to lav against the Secretary of State on the grounds that he
had acted unreasomablyé .. -ar .

'I'hare wag: E dzscuuion and it wa gq__reed that'
i T R R S TR Rovey
(1) we could mot adwisarthe Councillors- whethw
i to praceed w:gt.l} their ppeal or not, as we had
£ox-not- éxanined. f En i6ns on the matter. [(which
ware understood to dicatéd that the Secretar'y
- of Statels;action .1:Lke1y to bé upheld).

ecided to appeal we would
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