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I attended a Council of Fisheries Ministers of the Comminity on
Monday 25 June. Mﬁtﬂl.fo”

Throughout most of the meeting the Council was 8 to 1 against the dabl
United Kingdom. It is my view that the Council was called by the v

French President with the purpose of putting us in this embarrassing /}
position and consolidating the 8 to 41 opposition to our views on
fishing policye. —_—
Dty

The first item on the agenda were a number of conservation measures
proposed by the Commission for adoption on a Community footing. They
were similar to those that we had announced we should operate on

July 1 within our own waters. Had they been agreed, we would have

had to drop our conservation measures and await until the Community
measures came into effect, some of which would have operated from

1 September this year and some from 1 September next year.

I made it clear that we had no intention of deferring our measures.
They were already overdue and we considered we had a legal right to
bring them into force. The Commissioner and most of the member
countries spoke against us. In his summing up the French President
urged the Commission to take legal action in the Courts against the
measures. The Commissioner had prior to the meeting informed me
that he had no intention of going to the Courts in the coming months
on this issue.

TheTe was then an attempt to obtain Council approval to an individual
conservation measure in the Baltic. I informed the Council that in
thé British view there was no need for such a measure to be approved
on a community footing. The Community States concerned had the
right to bring it into operation unilaterally. At the present time
it was inappropriate Ior e Community to involve itself in piecemeal
measures of conservation of that sort . They should be concerned
with total fisheries policy. The French President urged that a vote
should be taken on the measure, which would have resulted in an 8 to
1 vote against us but I expressed the view that such a vote would be
against the national interests of Britain whose view was that piece-
meal conservation measures on a Community footing was the wrong

\ approach. As a result a vote was not taken.

/The third main item eeees.




The third main item of the Council meeting was for the Council

to approve a number of agreements with third countries. I
maintained that this approval should only be given as part of

an overall European fishing policy and therefore that these
approvals should be delayed until we had examined the possibilities
of agreement on such a policy.

At a Ministers only meeting that followed the detailed agenda of
the Council, I was pressed as to what would be our position on
agreement to a fisheries policy. I stated that we had made clear
the fundamental fishing issues that were important to Britain and
I hoped that we could agree a European fisheries policy that
recognised and fully met these fundamental pointse.

T informed the Council that I would be having bilateral talks and
talks with the Commission before we met in the autumn and I hoped
that the Commission would be able to put forward proposals that

met the British requirements. Whilst the Dutch, Danes, Germans

and Irish seemed to believe there was some hope in this attitude

the French President made it clear that in his judgement a settlement
was not to be obtained by compromise; agreement had already been
reach - at represented compromise and in his judgement
there should be no shift in that position.

Representatives of our fishing industry were present outside the
meeting and were briefed by George Younger and myself both prior
to the meeting and afterwards. I enclose cuttings from 'Fishing
News'which, I think, clearly illustrate that our attitude obtained
the full approval of the fishing industry.

My own conclusion at the end of this meeting was that the French

are anxious that there should be no agreement and judge that their
position will strengthen and ours be weakened the nearer we get to
1982.
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T am copying this letfg}\Qg\%eorge ounger, members of OD(E)

Committee and to Sir John Hunt. /
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PETER WAIKER
” July 1979
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