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NCB INTEREST IN J H SANKEY AND SON LIMITED 


David Howell has seen your P r i v a t e S e c r e t a r y ' s l e t t e r of 23 August 

on t h i s s u b j e c t . He has asked me to w r i t e to you. 

Your presumption t h a t David took account of a s s e t s l i k e Sankey i n 

w r i t i n g h i s l e t t e r o f 4- J u l y i s c o r r e c t . Sankey i s one of a number 

o f NCB s u b s i d i a r y companies, whose f u t u r e needs t o be consi d e r e d i n 

the context of Government p o l i c y towards, and r e l a t i o n s w i t h , the 

c o a l i n d u s t r y g e n e r a l l y . The f i n a n c i a l i m p l i c a t i o n s , i n which you 

have a p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t , are o n l y one of the c o n s i d e r a t i o n s 

i n v o l v e d . Davia w i l l be b r i n g i n g forward p r o p o s a l s f o r a p p r o p r i a t e 

f u r t h e r . d i s p o s a l s to h i s c o l l e a g u e s i n E(DL) a t the time and i n the 

way he judges b e s t , t a k i n g account of any d e c i s i o n s on t i m e t a b l e s 

which c o l l e a g u e s have agreed. 

I n c i d e n t a l l y I was i n t e r e s t e d to see t h a t , at the meeting w i t h the 

n a t i o n a l i s e d i n d u s t r y chairmen on 23 J u l y , the C h a n c e l l o r i s recorded 

as h a v i n g t o l d the chairmen t h a t the c r i t e r i o n i n l o o k i n g a t pr o p o s a l s 

by the i n d u s t r i e s f o r j o i n t ventures would be the c o n t r i b u t i o n they 

might make to commercial v i t a l i t y . I am sure you w i l l agree t h a t t h i s 

c r i t e r i o n can be as r e l e v a n t t o the d i s p o s a l o f e x i s t i n g s u b s i d i a r i e s 

as t o the a c q u i s i t i o n of new ones. 

 am having t h i s l e t t e r copied to No 10 and to the Department of 

In d u s t r y 


{Approved by the M i n i s t e r of S t a t e and 

* signed xn h i s absence) 


I



DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

Thames House South 

M i l l b a n k 

London SW1P 4QJ 


T e l : 01-211 3000 

01-211 3290 


With the Compliments of 


the P r i v a t e S e c r e t a r y to the 


M i n i s t e r of State f o r Energy 



