CONFIDENTYAL
QOPY NO. J. ..
LEADER®S CONSULTATIVE COMMITTER
151ST MEETING
5200 pems, Wednes léth Februa 1977 in the .
.. Leeder¥s Room at the Houce of Commons.
REVISED AGENDA
1. Minuces of the 149th Meeting.
2., Future business. WW
3. Forthcoming events. G_ i I
(— 4., Housing {Homeless Persons) Bill, =—
5¢ Devolution: <Conservative Policy,
a paper by Mr. Pym, LGC(77)155 = .
attached,
. 6. Any other business.
Conaervative Resesrch Lepartment CFP /MR
26 01 oucen Street, London, 8.1 15.2.77
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LEADER'S CONSULTATIVE. MI'ITEE

-+ HMinutegs of the., ls%lst Meeting held at 5.00 Palle: .. .
o1 on Wednesday, L&t Febtuaty 1977 in'the. Leacler‘s i
Room: st the Hoeuse 9 " -

Present: | Mrs. fhateher (in the Chatr)
Mr, mﬂ‘i:elﬂw, Sir Kelth Josepki

Lord Hailsh o, Six Geoffrey
. : , Mra ‘Pe

M gpld. vles,
“ Mry ‘B, Tohn Steva,s, EY:!
I-ir. Maude Mr. Neave, M

Mrx Biffen

aylnr oo

ok,
ft-’

Mr,' Atkins N

In attendance: ‘Lodd Fefrers, Mr. Brittan,
tirs Rossl, Mr. Butler, Mr. Stauley,
tir, Douglas, Mr. Ridley, Mr, Nicholson.

'.“.pologi.e's: Lord Ca{rrington, Sir Tan Gilmour,

Future Business for the week let-ZBth Februa: Yuary

On Monday, Zlst February, there would bé" the Rema[n.‘l.ng Stages
of :the Covent Garden larket (Financisl Provisions) Bill. This
would be follewed by a Motion on certain EEC Commissicn: Documents
on Textiles, listed in Hansard for 10th February (cols 1571).°

" on Tuesday, Z2nd Febru.nry, "My, J, More would seek leave to
introduce his Food and Drugs (Amendment) Bill umder the 10 Minute
Bule, This would be followed by furthcr prdce&dings on the Scotland
and ‘Wales Bill (iMr. Pym end team).

On Wednesdey, 23rd E‘ebruary, Mr, P, Viggers would 5eel'c leave
to introduce his Bervice Widows (Zquality of Pensioms) Bill:under
the 10 Minute Rule. This would be followed by further p'mceedings
on the Scotland and Wales Bill (Mr., Pym and t@am), .

On Thursday, 24th February, there wauld be a Supply Day' wich

- s8ubjects to be decided. This would be followed by The Remaining

Siﬂgﬂs of the Job Relegse Bill and debdtes on EEC Docments m
<rless

On Friday, 25th February, there would be the Second R.eadings
of the following Private Members' Bills; Mr., We Benyon's E
Abortion (fmendment) Bill, Mr, K. Lomas's House of Lords Reform
Bill and those of lir. E.° &riffiths Mry R. Byre, Mr, R, Adley
and Mr, T. Litterick.

On Monday, 2Z4th-February, there would be & Supply Day with

. subjec:s to be decided,

{There was, at the time of this diseussion, no indication that
the Govermient would scelt to introduce & timetable motion for.the
Sentland snd iales Bill on Tuesdav. 22nd Februarv),
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Thars was & dizcuseion and the following pelnts were -gmd:

(1) There would be & 3 Line whip for the tws days ol
ﬁ““ oo the Scotlend snd Wales 3ill, which we culd Talax

ATY«
(11) e would of far the en the 24th February to
ctha advoy Parties ud:h-yvmun'g l:mct this decision, 2

At} s would sesk ko mscnadsumimn!mmlnln;
lnpi n! the Job Relosan m. ERC Doavments cn Flahovies,
which ware tabled for later on Thuradsy, 24th February.

Civ) leml t we would widh Eo debace personal
:n-uon on the Eu 28th wtbsu.nr st this E:eum
would ba eom’!.md. at toa next meoting,

(v) It war desizable to bave s Supply D-{ on the cost of
Iivieg in the coming woeld, &4 &1 sccelevstion in the Retgll Price
1ndex was ‘.u.hl.! to be ammouncod shortly. It was also desivable

wdcbmmwnmtmmln. .
{vl) !Id.luuumuuu'ytodnh e the Motlon mdlng
in the names of Mr, Hecaillsn and othars indicating thet €

Deputy Speaier on the pml.:lm of a Yo mdm enu:
11 should nat be caken as & we Would
vithin the Party vhethe L€ w3 feic we -tmh wote if Che
Goverrapnt refused to accapt-tha
l!.‘ﬂhﬂﬁn
p!r, “Lavolution: Corservative
{”) I. o t 1=Party Convention on Devoluitimm"
m? Tﬂu- mumldg:cmimmdthﬂ
polots um graad §

(1.) e could not te commicced to setting up & corvention
if wo wern to IWTET to pover,

{11) If cho propesal to act up a eonll:!.l:unml convention ®
wvaTe sgnepted, we unm ? Tounscances, Lo
suy partisular commtit aolution for su:hm or Wales.

{14 £ & dots luﬂ 11) abova, kit.. uld
(1) s vt ) o St g e

uhﬂm‘h: nsg.d&mt lnﬂuo!:h-mvl
mc P md 1 of ti to
any of cha R&n‘& by the d51l's critics in all Partiss, and
in view of #aot that if a guillotine wewe Lokvoduced tho Bill

would not bo sufficenely dismuised in the cmm it wau
mmucummm:mr-mm.uman roach on

whigh thexe be poxe sgrecment betwsen md within varicus
political Ba ¥.
Othey pusinees

tha followlog dey 4 tm - :1 it b h.uki“t:; and

en o o T € e
mmu BE1) wax ws o
Mr, Roast introdypcsd a short discussion on tha Housing

(Homeless Mlm BiL11 which vas & ad by cortain Conmaxvative
meubors, It was agresd that whila l.dmtmq-l.nltl:hs

B1L wa would sneure ChAt the Ceas ngxut certain of the Rillfs
.proposals vas adequutely put in the dobato,
The maating closed at 6,13 pam.
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