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S u p p o r t for B r i t i s h A g r i c u l t u r e 

In y o u r s u m m i n g up of the d i s c u s s i o n at C a b i n e t on T h u r s d a y on the 

M i n i s t e r o f A g r i c u l t u r e ' s p r o p o s a l f o r an i n c r e a s e i n l i q u i d m i l k p r i c e s 

( C C ( 7 9 ) 16th C o n c l u s i o n s , m i n u t e 3) y o u s a i d that t h e r e was a need for an 

i n t e r d e p a r t m e n t a l r e v i e w i n w h i c h the q u es t i o n of m i l k p r i c e s w o u l d be l o o k e d 

at i n the b r o a d e r con tex t of suppo r t for B r i t i s h a g r i c u l t u r e g e n e r a l l y and a g a i n s t 

the b a c k g r o u n d of the C A P . T h i s i s v e r y m u c h what S i r K e n n e t h B e r r i l l 

sugges ted i n h i s m i n u t e to M r . L a n k e s t e r o f 3 r d O c t o b e r . 

2 . T h e r e i s o b v i o u s l y u r g e n c y i n a l l t h i s . M r . W a l k e r i s a n x i o u s to be ab le 

to t e l l the f a r m i n g c o m m u n i t y as soon as p o s s i b l e what i s l i k e l y to happen to the 

p r i c e of m i l k : and we k n o w that M r . W a l k e r and the C h i e f S e c r e t a r y a r e at 

l o g g e r h e a d s o v e r a g r i c u l t u r a l suppor t i n the y e a r s to 1983-84 . B u t m o r e than 

t h i s , you a r e l i k e l y to d i s c u s s the fu ture of the C A  P w i t h e . g . H e l m u t S c h m i d t 

on 31st O c t o b e r and you w i l l need to be c l e a r about the i m p l i c a t i o n s of o u r c u r r e n t 

d e c i s i o n s on B r i t i s h a g r i c u l t u r e i n r e l a t i o n to o u r s tance on the C A P . 

3. We have t h e r e f o r e to w o r k fas t . T h i s sugges t s that the i n t e r d e p a r t m e n t a l 

group shou ld c o n s i s t of a s m a l l i n n e r c o r e of m a i n D e p a r t m e n t s who w o u l d c a l l 

i n o t h e r D e p a r t m e n t s as n e c e s s a r y , r a t h e r than one l a r g e g roup c o v e r i n g the 

w h o l e . I th ink the c o r e of the g roup s h o u l d be the T r e a s u r y , M A F F , F C O and 

T r a d e (for the c o n s u m e r ] ! O t h e r D e p a r t m e n t s (Sco t l and , W a l e s , N o r t h e r n 

I r e l a n d , I n d u s t r y and E m p l n i / m n n t ) w o u l d be b rought i n as n e c e s s a r y . I a m 

s u r e that the c h a i r m a n s h i p of t h i s g roup s h o u l d be i n the hands of the C a b i n e t 

O f f i c e and that S i r K e n n e t h B e r r i l l w o u l d be the bes t p e r s o n . T h e o n l y 

a l t e r n a t i v e i s the T r e a s u r y and , g i v e n the f i e r c e c o n s t r a i n t s on p u b l i c e x p e n d i t u r e , 

they w o u l d h a r d l y be r e g a r d e d as n e u t r a l . 
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4. F i n a l l y , t h e r e i s the q u e s t i o n of the p a p e r w h i c h M r . W a l k e r i s h i m s e l f 

p r e p a r i n g fo r C a b i n e t . I get the i m p r e s s i o n that th i s p a p e r , w h i c h he i s w r i t i n g 

h i m s e l f , i s a v e r y p o l i t i c a l one and w o u l d not f o r m a s u i t a b l e b a s i s on w h i c h to 

conduc t th i s r e v i e w by o f f i c i a l s . I th ink the r i g h t c o u r s e i s to l e t M r . W a l k e r ' s 

pape r go ahead i n d e p e n d e n t l y and to put i t on the agenda of the C a b i n e t l a t e r t h i s 

m o n t h when at l e a s t an i n t e r i m r e p o r t f r o m the o f f i c i a l g roup i s a v a i l a b l e . 

5. If y o u a g r e e w i t h these p r o p o s a l s , w h i c h a r e c o n s i s t e n t w i t h the C a b i n e t ' s 

c o n c l u s i o n s , I w i l l se t the o p e r a t i o n i n t r a i n f o r t h w i t h . 

Jl/W 


( John Hunt ) 

5th O c t o b e r , 1979 
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10 D O W N I N G S T R E E T 

from f/ie Private Secretary 

SIR JOHN HUNT 


CABINET OFFICE 


SUPPORT FOR BRITISH AGRICULTURE 


The Prime M i n i s t e r was g r a t e f u l f o r your minute o f 5 October. 


She agrees t o your p r o p o s a l s f o r an i n t e r d e p a r t m e n t a l 

r e v i e w , except t h a t she would l i k e the Department o f Employment 

to be r e p r e s e n t e d on t h e Group - a l o n g w i t h the T r e a s u r y , MAFF, 

FCO and the Department o f Trade. She i s happy f o r the Group to be 

c h a i r e d by S i r Kenneth B e r r i l l . 


The Prime M i n i s t e r i s  , however, concerned about the t i m e t a b l e 

which you have s e t . She b e l i e v e s t h a t the s t u d y cannot be done as 

q u i c k l y as you have s u g g e s t e d i f i t i s t o be done p r o p e r l y . She 

would much p r e f e r t o have a r e a l l y thorough paper f o r C a b i n e t to 

c o n s i d e r even i f t h i s means p u t t i n g o f f c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f 

Mr. Walker's paper. She has n o t e d your p o i n t about d i s c u s s i o n s 

w i t h Schmidt, but a g a i n she would p r e f e r not t o have t h e r e v i e w 

rushed s i m p l y i n o r d e r t o meet t h i s d e a d l i n e . 


T. P. U A N K E S T E R 

8 October 1979 


CONFIDENT! 



