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INFO SAVING OTHER ME POSTS

LORD PRIVY SEAL’S MEETING WITH THE VICE PRESIDENT

1. WHEN THE LPS SAW THE VICE PRESIDENT THIS MORNING, THE TALK

WAS MAINLY ABOUT THE MIDDLE EAST. BUSH ASKED WHETHER MITTERRAND
WAS LIKELY TO BE MORE PRO=1SRAEL THAN GISCARD HAD BEEN, THE LPS
SAID THAT HE WAS NOT SURE BUT IT WAS WORTH TAKING NCTE OF THE FACT
THAT MITTERRAND HAD COME OUT IN FAVOUR OF A PALESTINIAN STATE AND
HAD FIRMLY CONDEMNED THE RAID ON IRAQ, )

2, PUSH SAID THAT THERE WAS CONSIDERAELE CONCERN IN THE US
ADMIN|STRATION ABOUT ISRAEL'S BOMBING RAID, IT wAS GERERALLY
THOLGKT THAT THIS ACTION HAD STRENGTHENED BEGIN'S ELECTCRAL

POSITION EUT HE WAS NOT SURE, HE THOUGHT BEGIN MIGHT HAVE OVER-
REACHED HIMSELF AND THE EFFECTS OF THE US AND INDEED WORLDWIDE
CONDEMNATION COULD HINDER BEGIN ELECTORALLY, ADMITTEDLY,

INTELLICENCE INFORMATION SUGCESTED A BEGIN VICTORY BUT HE THOUGKT IT
WAS |MPOSSIRLE TO PREDICT, AMERICAN OFFICIALS PRESENT AT THE
DISCUSSION SA|DL THAT THERE WERE SIGMS OF A EACK—=LASH IN |SRAEL
AGAINST BEGIN FOLLOWING THE RAID,

3, GILMOUR ASKED WHETHER THERE WAS ANYTHING THE AMcRICAKS COULD

DO TO CONTROL EEGIN AHD IN PARTICULAR TO PREVENT ISRAEL ATTACKING
SYRIAN SAM SITES, HAVING ASHED WHETHER THAT WAS A RHETORICAL
QUESTION, BUSH SAID THAT HE THOUGHT IT WAS POSSIBLE FOR THE
AMERICANS TO EXERT INFLUENCE ON THIS MATTER., THEY WERE VERY

DI STUREED BY WHAT HAD HAPPENED, HE WOULD BE INTERESTED IN OUR

VIEW ON THE ISRAEL!I ALLEGATION THAT THE MOLERATE ARABS WERE RELIEVED
AT THE REMOVAL OF THE IRAQ NUCLEAR PLANT AND THEREFORE SECRETLY
APPROVED THE ISRAELI ATTACK. THE LPS SAID THAT THERE WAS NO

EVIDENCE WHATEVER FORK THIS AND 4E GAVE SPECIFIC EVIDENCE

OF MODERATE AND INFLUENTIAL ARAE OPINION THAT HAD EXPRESSED

GREAT CONCERN ABOUT THE ISRAELI AGGRESSION AND INDIGNATION AGAINST
THE UNITED STATES WHICH COULD AFFECT AMERICAN INTERESTS IN THE AREA,

L, THE VICE PRESITENT ASVED ABOUT THE EUROPEAN INITIATIVE, THE

LPS SAID THAT THIS WOULD BE PURSUED. %E WERE COMFIDENT THAT NEITHER
US NOR MODERATE ARAR INTERESTS WOULD BE HELFED |F WE LET THE MATTER
DROP, WE MAD RESERVATIONS ABCUT THE LIKELIHCOD OF PROGRESS ON THE
CAMP DAVID PROCESS, HOW COULD AUTONOMY TALKS RBRE EXPECTED TO
SUCC:ED PASRTICULARLY I|F BEGIN WAS PERSISTING WITH THE THICKENING
UP OF SETTLEMENTS? IN HIS VIEW NO PALESTINIANS CONSIDERED THAT
AUTONOMY WAS A SUITABLE CRJECTIVE IN 1981, BUSH THEN SAID: QUOTE
THERE IS KO FEELING IN THE US SET-UP THAT THE EUROPEAN INITIATIVE
IS ANYTHING BUT CONSTRUCTIVE, UNQUOTE, /5

CONFIDENTIAL




5. REVERTING TO THE QUESTION OF SETTLEMENTS, THE LPS ASKED WHETHER
THERE WAS ANY CHANCE CF CGETTING SOME STOP TO THIS PROCESS, BUSH
ADVITTED THAT THE SETTLEMENTS WAS THE KEY QUESTION, HE DIT NOT
THINK IT IMPCSSIBLE TO DO SCMETHING,

€, REPCRTING THE PRESIDENT’S MEETING LAST WEEK WITH THE AMBASSATORS
CF CERTAIN ARAB COUNTRIES, BUSH SAID THAT REAGAN HAD EXPRESSED

THE HOPE THAT CGUOTE OUT C= ALL THIS CONSTERNATION, GCOD MWIGHT

CONE, THAT 1S TO SAY, SOME WAY TC MAKE PEACE UNQUOTE, BY WAY OF
ELAEORATION OF THIS, BUSY SAID THAT THIS WAS THE ONLY POSITIVE LINE
THAT COULD BE TAKEN |\ THE IMMEDIATE AFTERMATH OF THE |SRAELI

RAID AND THIS WOULD BE THE SHAPE OF US POLICY AFTER THE |SRAELI
ELECTIONS,

7. THE TALK ENDED BY THE VICE PRESIDENT SAYING THAT HE VERY MUCH
LOOKED FORWARD TO CONTINUING DISCUSSION OF THIS MIDDLE EAST PROBLEM
WITH THE LORD PRIVY SEAL DURING HIS VISIT TO LONDCN ON 25 JUNE,
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