
PRIME MINISTER 


STRASBOURG: YOUR OPENING STATEMENT 


I n your b i l a t e r a l t a l k s w i t h P r e s i d e n t G i s c a r d , 

C h a n c e l l o r Schmidt and Si g n o r A n d r e o t t i , you have on 

each o c c a s i o n begun w i t h a f i r m and u n e q u i v o c a l 

st a t e m e n t o f the Government's t o t a l commitment t o the 

European i d e a l and t o B r i t i s h membership o f t h e Community. 

I t h i n k i t would be very d e s i r a b l e t o do the same when you 

make your opening remarks t o the European C o u n c i l i n 

S t r a s b o u r g on Thursday. 


E q u a l l y , I t h i n k i t would be wrong t o i g n o r e t h e 

co i n c i d e n c e t h a t i t was i n S t r a s b o u r g , almost 30 years ago, 

t h a t S i r Winston C h u r c h i l l made one o f h i s g r e a t European 

speeches ( I a t t a c h t h e t e x t ) . The s y m b o l i c c o n t i n u i t y 

between h i s remarks i n 1949 and your own c o u l d , I b e l i e v e , 

make an e f f e c t i v e impact. 


I have t h e r e f o r e r e - d r a f t e d the speaking note a t t a c h e d 

t o your s t e e r i n g b r i e f , p a r t i c u l a r l y i t s opening paragraph, 

and a t t a c h t h e r e s u l t below which you may l i k e t o glance 

at b e f o r e your b r i e f i n g meeting. 
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DRAFT OPENING REMARKS AT THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL (FIRST SESSION) 

AT STRASBOURG ON 21 JUNE 


I am ve r y g l a d t o a t t e n d , f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e , t h e 


h i g h e s t p o l i t i c a i forum o f t h e Community, where f i n a l 


r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h e Community's a f f a i r s i s e x e r c i s e d . 


I f I had any f e e l i n g o f u n f a m i l i a r i t y , i t has been 


d i s p e l l e d by the warmth o f your welcoming remarks, Mr. P r e s i d e n t . 


Our meeting i f f S t r a s b o u r g today has a ver y s p e c i a l 


s i g n i f i c a n c e f o r a B r i t i s h Prime M i n i s t e r and e s p e c i a l l y 


f o r a C o n s e r v a t i v e Prime M i n i s t e r . For i  t was here, o n l y 


a few hundred metres f r o m where we are s i t t i n g , t h a t 


almost e x a c t l y t h i r t y years ago S i r Winston C h u r c h i l l 


made t h e f i r s t g r e a t B r i t i s h a f f i r m a t i o n o f commitment 


t o t h e European i d e a l . 


On 12 August 1949, a t an open a i r meeting i n t h e 


Place K l e b e r i n S t r a s b o u r g , S i r Winston d e c l a r e d : 


"That p r i m a r y and sacre d l o y a l t y t h a t one owes t o one's own 


c o u n t r y i s not d i f f i c u l t t o r e c o n c i l e w i t h t h i s 


l a r g e r f e e l i n g o f European f e l l o w s h i p . On t h e 


c o n t r a r y , we w i l l e s t a b l i s h t h a t a l  l l e g i t i m a t e 


i n t e r e s t s are i n harmony and t h a t each one o f us 


w i l l best serve t h e r e a l i n t e r e s t s and s e c u r i t y o f 


h i s c o u n t r y i f we e n l a r g e a t t h e same t i m e b o t h 


our s e n t i m e n t o f c i t i z e n s h i p and o f common s o v e r e i g n t y ­

i f we i n c l u d e i n t h i s s e n t i m e n t t h e e n t i r e c o n t i n e n t 


of S t a t e s and o f n a t i o n s who have the same way o f l i f e . " 


/ S i r Winston 
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S i r Winston began h i s speech w i t h t h e phrase which 


many of you w i l l r e c a l l : "Prenez garde! Je v a i s p a r l e r 


en F r a n c a i s . " My courage i s l e s s monumental th a n h i s . 


But I s h o u l d l i k e t o make, f o r t h e new B r i t i s h Government, 


an a f f i r m a t i o n which I have a l r e a d y had t h e chance t o 


express t o you, Mr. P r e s i d e n t , and t o some o f our c o l l e a g u e s 


i n t h e C o u n c i l : an a f f i r m a t i o n which p r o v i d e s some 

c o n t i n u i t y w i t h t h a t August day i n S t r a s b o u r g t h i r t y years 

ago. 

The new B r i t i s h Government has a p o s i t i v e b e l i e f 


i n t h e European i d e a l and a t o t a l commitment t o t h e 


U n i t e d Kingdom's membership o f t h e Community. 


We b e l i e v e t h a t our membership o f f e r s t h e best way 


f o r w a r d f o r our c o u n t r y and t h a t i  t can b r i n g b e n e f i t 


t o Europe as w e l l . My Cabinet c o l l e a g u e s and I are 


deeply devoted t o the cause o f Europe: we s h a l l do 


e v e r y t h i n g we can t o make i t work and we s h a l l c o - operate 


on a l  l i s s u e s t o the g r e a t e s t e x t e n t p o s s i b l e . 


Our approach t o the Community i s s i m p l e and d i r e c t : 


we can achieve much more t o g e t h e r t h a n any o f us can 


achieve a l o n e . 


/ I have, I hope, 




I have, I hope, made i  t e q u a l l y c l e a r t h a t where 


aspects o f our membership g i v e r i s e t o r e a l problems 


or d i f f i c u l t i e s we s h a l l be as r e s o l u t e as any o f our 


p a r t n e r s i n d e f e n d i n g our i n t e r e s t s and w o r k i n g f o r 


r e d r e s s . 


Our agenda g i v e s us t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o work 


t o g e t h e r on the most i m p o r t a n t i s s u e s o f t h e day: t h e 


economic and s o c i a l s i t u a t i o n o f our own peoples and o f 


the w o r l d , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the face o f the energy c r i s i s . 


SCESMGL, "~|This Government i s de t e r m i n e d t o t a c k l e t h e 

problems o f t h e B r i t i s h economy. Last week's Budget w i l l 

p ut us on a d i f f e r e n t r oad. A s t r o n g e r B r i t a i n means a 

s t r o n g e r Europe. , / 

I s h o u l d l i k e t o i n f o r m my c o l l e a g u e s t h a t t h e UK 

Government Imr-&aam&e£, t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e d e p o s i t 

o f r e s e r v e s on a swap b a s i s w i t h t h e European ^o^netary ^ ̂  ̂  JJJLJJT 

C o - o p e r a t i o n Fund i n exchange f o r ECUs [' T h i s w i l l make 

i t c l e a r t h a t , whatever our d e c i s i o n i n due course on 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the exchange r a t e arrangements, we d e s i r e 

t o be c l o s e l y i n v o l v e d i n t h e e v o l u t i o n o f t h e European 

c u r r e n c y u n i t and of European monetary i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

/Together we can 
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Together we can b u i l d a s t r o n g e r Europe t o face t h e grave 


c r i s e s which t h r e a t e n us i n t h e next y e a r s , i n energy 


and perhaps i n more d i r e c t f orm from t h e growth o f S o v i e t 


power i n a dangerously c h a o t i c w o r l d . We s h o u l d 


t a k e d e c i s i o n s here i n S t r a s b o u r g w h i c h w i l l c l e a r t h e decks 


and g e t r i d o f o l d o u t s t a n d i n g g r i e v a n c e s so t h a t we can face 


these problems and move f o r w a r d more e f f e c t i v e l y t o g e t h e r . 



