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ALL OF THE $5 CONSULTAT

The attached paper provides Lackground as the basis fer
discusgion on ttem foir of the agenda = Political Activities
of the Civil Servants - at the Lesder's Consultative Comulttee
on Wednesday 5th November, -
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T Recent develépubnty iiake It rieéesdary for us’ to consider owr
© attitude towards’the pollitical-activifies of eivil ‘servants.
) sl e Mgty EANEMTI A RIS

. i Por- some tin &'pEftefels have' been' divided into three
c&ug“le.: i [ 3‘ , i SR R ) - H P '
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(a) Those "politically frae" - who ave subjéct to almost

no vestrictions, This group comprises roughly spaaking all
industrial and non-cffice grades. ¥ spadkine

(b} An "intermediate' %-:oup subject to limited vestrictions
and comprising typists, the lower clerical grades etc.

{c} The "politically rastricted" who are debarred from almost
all forms of g:].itical activity, The executive and administrative
classes formthecors of this group.

For some Cime the National Staff Side have been wumhappy about
the rules and have pressed for certain changes. At the beginning

of this year officlals proposed to Ministers some important relss-
ations: .

(@)
ented by the Sociéty of Clvil Servants) would be
rastricted to the intermediate category.

(&) Clerlal and anaslogous groups within the intermediste
group would be treated as politically free unless they worked in
certaln defined aveas of vestriction,

The exacutive officer grade (who sze principally reprgs-
moved from tg;"
e N e

The Prime Minister wrote to the Leader on October 22nd
saying that the Government were considering whether the rules
gwemlng the pirlitical activities of civil servants should be:
iberalised amdl, as a matter of courtesy, reported the Gove: t's
intention when giving evidence to the Simon Commission on & rds
of conduct in public life, to confirm the offer outlined in the
previous paragraph.

It now appears that the Royal Commission have stated Chat
the question put to them by the Governmént does not fall within
their terms of reference. " Colleagues ave invited to consider
on what basis the Leader should respond to the Prime Minister's
letter.

It is important to note that most of the pressure for frea:ar
political freedom is belng penerated by tha Speiety of Civi
Servants whese lea.dersh:l.!pmis becoming increasingly militant and
eft-wing. It iz not likely, thak:eenior.efficiale. ot the. Flyst
Diwvision Association vmtchﬁmsgntm&hemmvlﬁ bhe ip favour of
any change in the present es, Nor ¢o we imow the ‘poaition
adoptedngy other civil service unicns.

There geems to ba no genaral case for any furthey ralaxatiom

in the rulas enforced .today. A possible line of argument in
teplying to the Prime Minister might ba on the fellowing lineat:

wvsen (i} To ask
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(1)  To ask what has happened to the Government's evidence
te the Royal Commission end what the Covermment now intends to dp.

(11). - YEIARNTOhal A¥e the stiitidesofiother civil service
wmions to the Govermment's proposals

(1i1) To stress d podnt made in the Prime MinisterTs own
lettar that it 1s of the greatest importance not to waghen Che
raputation of the ¢lvil service for political impartiality,

oo Ml less.clear what gengral zliaos._tma to 2dopt in. concluston,
Thera ,;:Ep_ear to.be .deveral. possthilities ~ to ask to be kept in
touch with any Iurther developments, to ask the Government net to
tala -eny. action .until the Sslmon Coumission has repoerted on the
wider {saums of standarde of ¢onduct in public life, or to ¢-presa
dawmyight opposition to any change. straightawvay.
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