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SECRET/SENSITIVE

VIA CABINET LINE
Dear Helmut:

I have been reflecting on how we in NATO might best sheWw—=°

ESfL . THa K _ . : .

the Alliance is united, strong and credible as it responds

to the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan and to Moscow's global
challenge in the 1980s. I want to share with you my thoughts

and seek your counsel, and that of Margaret Thatcher, before I

contact any other Allied leaders.

As you and I have agreed from the beginning, the Soviet

invasion of Afghanistan confronts the West and the North
Jevioe
Atlantic Alliance with a great—and unprecedertes challenge.

r¥
That is why I heve—thowsht it,so important for the Allied
reaction to be coherent, measured and concrete. Although we

have made some progress in reaching a point where our reactions

15 ot
deal remains to be done bef@? our collective response,will

are tangible as well as rhetorical, r—my—Sudament a goodkﬁg 5; dAEﬂL o

have sufficient deterrent value in the Kremlin. At the same
_ damaging Fo ALY we
time, I—xecegmiza it would be £
goviets! if the Afghanistan crisis were to bring about dissension
oy

Faron
in the West -- bEfwégﬁ the United States and iss—SuFopean friends

and Allies. I-want vou Lo know—that I am determined to do all I

_Ean to avoid such Transatlantic discord.
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I would appreciate your‘advice on the idea of holding a NATO
Summit in late May. We would be prepared to offer Washingﬁﬂn
as a site if everyone agreed. Alternatively, we could meet in
late June either in Brussels or in Italy at the time of the Venice
Summit. Such ;:;iz;Lt, if properly prepared, would give our-
publigs—and—Moscow a vital and tangible demonstration of Western
solidarity and will to resist Soviet aggression in the aftermath
Fropen fitpanalen alnild Lo riciciansy Sectuie
of Afghanistan. I-—say—properiypreparedbecause I-belieue that -
NATO Heads of Government should not get together if to do so

JEw o etd
would only revealﬂdivisiun and weakness among us. I would consider

: , 2w N W . Cowrd
it both realistic and convincing if Allied leadergﬂagregﬂ'an a
package of measures at a NATO Summit Meeting which, at a minimum,

would:
S condemn the Soviet invasion and occupation of Afghanistan;
= call for prompt and total Soviet with&rayal from Afghanistan;

- indicate our support for a truly neutral and non-aligned
Afghanistan;

— confirm that there will be no business as usual with the
USSR until Soviet troops withdraw from Afghanistan ané
the situation of total repression there is ended;

- stress our intention to boycott the Moscow Olympics;

- underline our commitment to restriet through COCOM the
transfer of high technology to the Soviet Union;

--  emphasize the importance of the economic rescue effort

s -~ for Turkey and the Federal Republic's leadership role

:.:/pj;—t Endeavor;é;,ﬂ_e ,45 dore K‘fwuc_ ,m M’dnétya
42"541;1 a7 aé,d;;ai G &  Hlrrees e A 17 0%,
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renew our commitment to meet tHe three percent defense

pPledge we made at the 1978 Summit (as—yeu—tnewr—several

of our Eurcpean—Alites are falline chortef thispredged
S accelerate a select number of Long Term Defense Program

measures and the NATO Infrastructure program; ‘
e and finally, though this might not be possible in the

formal communique, find a way to make clear that we in

the West now regard the Persian Gulf as an area that

is of critical importance to our long-term vital

security interests. i

Agreement in some form on all of the above should be feasible

and would mark a notable display of Alliance vigor and solidarity.

0f course, a NATO Summit would raise that now familiar problem of
the level of French participation, but we have gotten around this
problem before. If you and Margaret believe a NATO Summit would

be useful, we will want to discuss how best to approach Valery.

Jé-( e .rz:dlon{ )‘{0 }’ME'F“'I{,

It would of course be best if he could find a way,

??I would appreciate any thoughts you might have on thisg ffénrﬂyr

1f wou fipd—merit—in a NATO Summit, I—would-be—happy—todIscuss

i = ; 3 - " - ] th

peter—Hermes. I would appreciate your earlygreaction because *
_ L wl k e Wew da 5P s 2lsif

realize—+that timing &= ticht fcrhchaage&—&nuuuaxgaaa—& schedule s

Wf""“""é sincerely,

His Excellency
Helmut Schmidt
chancellor of the Federal Republic

of Germany



SECRET/SENSITIVE

VIA CABINET LINE

Dear Margaref:
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I have been reflecting on how we in NATO might bedt show to

our p?oples and Parliaments, and to the Soviet Union, that
the Alliance is united, strong and credible as /it responds

to the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan and Moscow's

global challenge in the 1980s. I want to share with you my
thoughts and seek your counsel, and that ¢f Helmut Schmidt, before
I contact any other Allied leader%.
As you and I have agreed from the beginning, the Soviet
invasion of Afghanistan confronts the West and thg North
Atlantic Alliance with a great and/unprecedented challenge.

That is why I have thought it so /important for the Allied
reaction to be coherent, measuréd and concrete. Although we %
have made some progress in reaching a point where our reactions
are tangible as well as rhetprical, in my judgment a good

deal remains to be done befive our collective response will

have sufficient deterrent/value in the Kremlin. At the same

e

Lo =)

time, I recognize it woyld be in no one's interest except T .
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the Soviets' if the Afghanistan crisis were to bring about %ﬁ"; & E
o

‘dissension in the Wes{ -- between the United States and its ﬁf‘“_‘ 5
S
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European friends and/Allies. I want you to know that I am
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determined to do all I can to aveid such Transatlantic

(

discord.
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I would appreciate your advice on the idea of holding a/NATO

s

Summit in late May. We would be prepared to offer Wiﬁhingtﬂﬂ

as a site if everyone agreed.  Alternatively, we coﬁid meet in
> .

Fy
late June either in Brussels or in Italy at the time of the Venice
d

Summit.

Such a Summit, if properly prepared, would give our

publics and Moscow a vital and tangible demonstration of Western

solidarity and will to resist Soviet aggression in the aftermath

of Afghanistan. I say properly prepared because I believe that

NATO Heads of Government should not get together if to do so -

A T / -
would only reveal division and weaknéjﬁ among us. I would consider

it both
package

would:

realistic and convincing if Allied leaders agreed on a

of measures at a NATO Summit Meeting which, at a minimum,

condemn the Soviet intasion and occupation of Afghanistan;
/
call for prompt andflutal Soviet withdrawal from Afghanistan;
/

indicate our support for a truly neutral and non-aligned

[}
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Afghanistan; /

confirm that there will be no business as usual with the
USSR until Soviet troops withdraw from Aféhanistan and the
situation of total repression there is ended;

stress our intention to boycott the Moscow Olympics;
underline our commitment to restrict through COCOM the
transfer of high technology to the Soviet Union;

emphasize the importance of the economic rescue effort

for Turkey:;



-- renew our commitment to meet the three percent defense
pledge we made at the 1978 Summit (as you know, several
of our European Allies are falling short Af this pledge);

- accelerate a select number of Long Term Defense ﬁragram

measures and the NATO Infrastructure program; .
f

-- and finally, though this might not be possible in the
i
formal communigue, find a way to make clear that we in
the West now regard the Persian Gﬁlf as an area that
f

is of critical importance to our long-term vital
¥
security interests. fﬁ
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/
Agreement in some form on all of the above should be feasible

/
and would mark a notable display of/Alliance vigor and solidarity.
/

Of course, a NATO Summit would rafie that now familiar problem of
the level of French participatiﬁh, but we have gotten around this
problem before. If you and Helmut believe a NATO Summit would be

useful, we will want to discﬁés how best to approach Valery. It

L}

would of course be best if he could find a way to attend. I

would appreciate any thougﬁts you might have on this.

If you find merit in a NATO Summit, I would be happy to discuss

it further with you in‘ this channel or to have Cy pursue it with

ambassador Henderson. I would appreciate your early reaction
pecause I realize that the timing is tight for changes in

everyone's schedule.

Sincerely,

The Right Honorable
Margaret R. Thatcher, M.P.
prime Minister

London



