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OBJECTIVE 


1. . To avoid a substantive d i s c u s s i o n on the CFP 


POINTS	 TO MAKE 


^Tf necessaryJ7 

2.	 ( i ) No need for substantive d i s c u s s i o n of CFP. Last 


F i s h e r i e s Council established more constructive 


atmosphere. Next F i s h e r i e s Council w i l l be 


held on 3/4 December. 


( i i ) 	 UK determined to seek s a t i s f a c t o r y CFP settlement. 


Has played p o s i t i v e role i n preparatory discussions 


at O f f i c i a l and M i n i s t e r i a l l e v e l . 
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( i i i )	 Hope December C o u n c i l v / i l l m a i n t a i n and c o n s o l i d a t e 

improvement noted at October C o u n c i l . T h i : should 

enable a s t a r t t o be made to subs t an t ive n e g o t i a t i o n s , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y on conse rva t ion measures which are needed 

to p ro tec t f i s h s tocks increasingly at r i s k . 

BACKGROUND 


3. Other member s t a t e s cons ide r the UK i s adopt ing an o b s t r u c t i v e 

approach or. f i s h e r i e s . There may the re fo re be p re s su re , p a r t i c u l a r l y 

from the French , fo r a subs t an t ive d i s c u s s i o n o f f i s h e r i e s i n D u b l i n 

and some s u i t a b l e e x p r e s s i o n o f UK " g o o d w i l l " i n a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h 

progress on the budget . The P re s idency has i d e n t i f i e d two i s s u e s 

o f p a r t i c u l a r concern t o member s t a t e s - UK n a t i o n a l c o n s e r v a t i o n 

measures and UK r e f u s a l t o r a t i f y t h i r d count ry f i s h e r y agreements. 

4. A subs t an t ive d i s c u s s i o n o f the CFP at D u b l i n cou ld cut ac ross 

the work c u r r e n t l y i n progress w i t h i n the F i s h e r i e s C o u n c i l . The 

29 October C o u n c i l e s t a b l i s h e d a more c o n s t r u c t i v e approach towards 

the ou t s t and ing problems. A High L e v e l Group o f s e n i o r o f f i c i a l s 

was set up . T h i s met on 19 November and cons idered p o s s i b l e p roposa l s 

on T o t a l A l l o w a b l e Catches i n member s t a t e s ' f i s h i n g l i m i t s i n 1980, 

and a package o f t e c h n i c a l c o n s e r v a t i o n measures. I n a d d i t i o n , UK 

F i s h e r i e s M i n i s t e r s have d i s c u s s e d s p e c i f i c problems b i l a t e r a l l y w i t h 

the P res idency and the Commission on 19th November, Germany (22nd) 

Denmark (23rd) and France (26th) . The next F i s h e r i e s C o u n c i l w i l  l 

meet on 3/4 December when i  t i s hoped fu r the r p rogress w i l  l be made 
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on these d i f f i c u l t and h i g h l y t e c h n i c a l i s s u e s . 

5. I n the absence o f Community measures, the UK has adopted a number 

o f n a t i o n a l c o n s e r v a t i o n measures t o p ro t ec t f i s h s tocks w i t h i n UK 

f i s h e r y l i m i t s . These are i n accordance w i t h i n t e r n a t i o n a l s c i e n t i f i c 

recommendations, are n o n d i s c r i m i n a t o r y and have been adopted i n 

accordance w i t h Community lav:. A number o f these measures are subject 

t o proceedings i n the European Court o f J u s t i c e . The UK cons iders the 

measures are f u l l y j u s t i f i e d and w i l l cont inue t o enforce them un less 

they are r u l e d i l l e g a l or a Community c o n s e r v a t i o n regime i s adopted. 

Prance has p ro t e s t ed s t r o n g l y over the a r r e s t o f 3 French t r a w l e r s i n 

September fo r con t raven t ions o f measures in t roduced on 1 J u l y 1979 

i n c r e a s i n g the minimum permi t t ed mesh for nets used to ca tch nephrops 

( s campi ) . Denmark has p ro t e s t ed about the e x t e n s i o n o f the area off 

Nor th East B r i t a i n (the pout box ) ; i n t h i s a rea f i s h i n g w i t h smal l 

mesh nets i s p r o h i b i t e d t o prevent young haddock and w h i t i n g b e i n g 

caught as a by -ca t ch i n the pout f i s h i n g and used f o r f i s h mea l . The 

French may seek to use these d i f f i c u l t i e s as an excuse f o r a subs tan t ive 

CFP d i s c u s s i o n -.'Teh can then be l i n k e d to o ther i s s u e s . 

6. The UK has mainta ined i t s reserve on the c o n c l u s i o n o f EEC f i s h e r i e s 

framework agreements w i t h Norway, Sweden, Canada and a number of o ther 

t h i r d c o u n t r i e s . These agreements provide long- te rm o b j e c t i v e s w i t h i n 

which annual agreements on r e c i p r o c a l f i s h i n g o p p o r t u n i t i e s w i l  l be 

-n e g o t i a t e d . The UK i s no  prepared to agree these more permanent measure 

i n the absence o f progress on i n t e r n a l arrangements. The UK has agreed t 
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annual, i n t e r i m agreements i n 1978 and 1v7'" «o enable f i s h i n g to cont inue 

i n t h i r d count ry wate r s . 

A t the October F i s h e r i e s C o u n c i l , p a r t i c u l a r d i f f i c u l t i e s arose over 

the Canadian measure. I t was c la imed that Canada would not nego t i a te 

1980 arrangements i  f the framework agreement (Which a p p l i e s on ly to 

1979) 'was not s i g n e d . Germany has a s u b s t a n t i a l f i s h e r y i n Canadian 

waters and p ro t e s t ed accor . n g l y . I t was subsequeni ly agreed at the 

meet ing w i t h Chance l l o r Schmidt i n Bonn on 31 October , tha t the UK 

would r a t i f y the agreement at the F i s h e r i e s C o u n c i l on 3/4 December. 

Tne UK reserve on the o the r , open-ended agreements w i l  l be ma in ta ined , 

i n the absence o f progress on the general CFP regime. 

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE FISHERIES AND FOOD 
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