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P R I M E	 M I N I S T E R 

MISC 7: Long- range Theatre Nuc lea r F o r c e s 

B A C K G R O U N D 

The subject was las t d i scussed at MISC 7 on 10th Ju ly i n o rde r to give 

guidance to the Secre ta ry of State for Defence for his d i scuss ions i n Washington 

wi th D r . B r o w n . In h is minute to you dated 17th September , M r . P y m now 

reports on the present state of play and recommends that a dec i s ion should be 

taken in p r inc ip le about the proposed basing in the United K ingdom of the United 

States-owned Ground Launched C r u i s e M i s s i l e s ( G L C M ) . Y o u r colleagues were 

genera l ly favourable to this idea at the e a r l i e r d i s cus s ion . 

HANDLING 

2. You w i l l w i sh to invi te the Secre ta ry of State for Defence to introduce his 

paper. The points to be covered i n subsequent d i s cus s ion a r e : ­

(a) The dec is ion to accept basing of United States G L C M s ­

(i)	 Is the cost acceptable? It i s not l a rge . 

(ii)	 How w i l l B r i t i s h publ ic opinion reac t? Overcoming safety fears w i l l 

need a major public re la t ions effort, 

( i i i )	 How should we secure m a x i m u m credi t for our dec i s ion , both wi th 

the A m e r i c a n s and with our other A l l i e s ? 

(b)	 The recommendat ion not to decide yet on whether to acquire i n addit ion 

any G L C M s of our own (as replacerrusnt for our Vu lcan bombers) : 

(i)	 Important to note that we should have dif f icul ty provid ing our own 

warheads. M r . P y m ' s minute about the Nuc lea r Weapons 

P r o g r a m m e and the t roubles at A l d e r m a s t o n , also dated 

17th September, i s relevant; but i t i s not on the agenda, and 

d i scuss ion of what to do about A l d e r m a s t o n would be inappropria te 

in this fo rum since that i s p r i m a r i l y a matter of C i v i l Se rv ice 

management which needs further examinat ion. 
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(ii)	 A s M r . P y m says, the i ssue of United Kingdom-owned G L C M s should 

be considered at the same t ime as M i n i s t e r s decide on a r ep lace ­

ment for P o l a r i s , i . e. probably in ea r ly November . But i t may 

not be i n our in teres t to recognise too openly that the two issues are 

l i nked . We do not want United States p re s su re over B r i t i s h 

L R T N F as a c o r o l l a r y of United States co-opera t ion over a 

P o l a r i s successor . 

( i i i )	 Need to be c l ea r about the d i s t inc t ion between L R T N  F modern i sa t ion , 

which is needed for the '80s, and P o l a r i s replacement which i s 

needed for the '90s and beyond. In deployment to N A T O P o l a r i s 

does have a use^fuX^theaTre^ToTe, but its essent ia l purpose is 

s trategic - to act as our u l t imate nat ional deterrent . The same 

w i l l go for its successor , 

(c)	 A n a rms cont ro l package ­

(i)	 A s M r . P y m notes, this w i l l be needed for p o l i t i c a l reasons wi th in 

the A l l i a n c e but must not be a l lowed to delay or get ahead of the 

modern isa t ion p r o g r a m m e . L o r d C a r r i n g t o n 1 s minute of 6th Ju ly , 

which MISC 7 endorsed on 10th Ju ly , outl ined a way through the 

minef i e ld . 

(ii)	 You w i l l w i sh to be guided by th is , and any la ter developments, at 

your meeting wi th Chance l lo r Schmidt on 31st October . 

C O N C L U S I O N 

3. Subject to the points made i n d i s cus s ion , the Commit tee might be guided ­

(i) To note the posi t ion set out i n M r . P y m ' s minute . 

(ii)	 To agree in p r inc ip le to accept the basing of United States-owned G L C M s 

in the United Kingdom. 

( i i i )	 To await M r . P y m ' s proposals on the t iming and method of present ing 


such a dec i s ion after d i scuss ion with the United States. 


(iv)	 To note that M r . P y m may be making proposals in due course about the 

acquis i t ion of a new United Kingdom-owned L R T N  F sys tem which may be 

l inked wi th a dec is ion on our successor to P o l a r i s , 

(v) To note the a r m s cont ro l p rob l em. 
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