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THE QUEEN'S SPEECH ON THE OPENING OF PARIIAMENT

My Lords and Members of the House of Commons

;M forwvard with great pleasura to receiving the Prezident of Eenya on a
ﬁh Vigit in June and to paying State Visits to Denmark this maonth and to
*m, Malawi, Botswans and Zambia in July. I also lock forward to being

; sresent on the cccasion of tha Commonwealth Heads of Covernment mesting in
L at the beginning of August,

' My Government will take steps to improve the security of the nation and o
strengthen our contribution to the Nozth Atlantic Alllance on which our defences
5::.- based, They will immediately restore and thereafter maintain the pay of
servicemen at the levels of their clvilian counterparts. They will maintain the

effoctiveness of Britain's suclear deterrent, At the same time they will work
for greater stability in East-West relations.

y welcome the fact that progresa is being made towards real measures of

arma control and intend to play thelr part in this work.

My Goverznment affirm their strong commitment to the European Community.
ay intend t5 play a full and constructive part in its further development and
#alargement, and in the co-ordination of the foreign policies of Member States.
They will seek to make significant improvements in the operation of the Common
1 sltural Policy in the interests both of the United Kingdom and of the
Community as a whole, and they will work for an agreement on 2 Common
Flsherics Folicy which takes account of the need to conserve stocks and the
interests of cur fishermen. They will press for a fairer pattern of budgetary
Anc resource transfers in the Eurcpean Economic Community. They welcome
1 development of the European Monetary System and will consider afresh the
estion of the participation of the United Kingdom in its various aspects.

: Government confirm their commitment to the Commonwealth and the United

Hons. They will play an active part in the peaceful and just settlements of
(S=puies between nations. My Ministers will have regard to the need for trade
‘With, and aid to, the developing countries.
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m:.-yaﬁnrﬂwﬂlhammmmdthd conflict in Rbodesia and to bring about a
1asting settlement based on the democratic wishes of the people of that country.
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My Government will fully co-cperate in endeavours to achieve a just and
m:puhudﬂ: gettlament in the Middle East and to bring peace to all the

pecples of the region.

Members of the House of Commons

Estimates for the public service will be l2id before you.
!ly Lords and Members of the House of Commons

My Government will give priority in economic policy to controlling inflation
?mgh the pursuit of firm monetary and fiscal policies. By reducing the burden
i# direct taxation and restricting the claims of the public sector on the nation's
Tesourcaes they vwill start to restore incentives, encourage efficiency and creats
& climats in which commerce and industry can flourish. In this way they will
Iay a secure basis for investment, productivity and increased employment in all

' ﬁuu of the United Kingdom.
il-; Government intend to achieve a fair balance between the rights and duties
gf the trade union movement, They will ancourage responsible pay bargaining
and the wider participation of the great majority of members in the affairs of
@a‘dr urions. Legislation will be brought before you to amend the law on
Picketing and the closed shop, and to provide for financial aid for postal ballots.

My Government will publish proposals for more effective competition and
.. r Pﬂ-ﬂnﬂ Fﬂidﬂﬁ

sals will be brought forward to amend the Industry Act 1975 and to
Festrict the activities of the National Enterprise Board, Other proposals will
the extent of naticnalised and state ownership and increase coempetition

Providing oifers of sale, including opportunities for employees to participate

Where appropriate.
|
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ﬁu creation of new jobs so heavily depends. Means will be sought to reducse
the administrative burdens which are placed upon them, and they will also
‘;ndti:rm my Government's general policies on taxation, indusirial relations
B
Qul related employment legislation.

Legislation will be introduced to amend company law.

jl;r Mindsters will seek to secure that United Kingdom agriculture and the food-
processing and distributive industries have an opportunity to compete on fair
terms and to make thelr full contribution to the economy.

ﬁ Northesn Ireland, my Government will strive to restore peace and security
ﬁdhpmmﬁ-mdﬂudmamlc welfare of the Province. They will
iﬂk an accepiable way of restoring to the people of Northern Ireland more
control over their own affairs.

My Ministers will propose the repeal of the Scotland Act 1978, and all-Party
@scussions will be held about the devolution of power from Westminster.
Measures will be introduced to make reforms to criminal procedure and
eriminal justice in Scotland.

&? Ministers will propose the repeal of the Wales Act 1978, They will give
ictl'ﬂ support to the maintenance of the Welsh language and will seak an esarly

.;?m with Welsh broadcasting on the fourth telavision chammel in Wales.

Government are committed to reinforcing respect for the law in all parts

{ the United Kingdom. They will give full support to the palice servics and

vill take steps to ensure that the law is enforced more cffoctively. They will

Tt and improvae the prison system and lock forward to recelving the
'ecommendations of the Committee of Inquiry into the Prison Services in the

United Kingdom. Lagislative proposals will be brought forward to streagthen

@ powers of the courts in England and Wales in relation to young offenders
juveniles,
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_f!umba:s of the House of Commons will be given an opportunity to dlscuss and
amend their procedures, particularly as they relats to thelr scrutiny of the
work of Governmant.

My Governmaent will introduce measures on housing which will includs
provigions for local authority and new town tenants to have the =ight to buy

their homes, a Tesants' Charter for those who are local asthority, new town
ind. housing assoclation tenants, and provieions to encourage ghort-term private
E‘lgmngt.

Lsgislation will be introduced to promota greater efflclency in local governmant,
{Bcluding regulation of the activities of local authority direct labour

organi sations.

'-é'ha quality of education will be maintained and improved. Legislation will be
I;:traduc:d to remove the compulgion on local authorities in England and Wales
ﬁ reorganise their schools on comprehensive lines; and thelr freedom to take
up places at independent schools will be restored. Legislation will be
dntroduced to ensure that parents* wishes are taken into account in the choice

‘of achools for theiy children and that there is a local appeals system; it will
:ho make provision for assistance to lass well oif parents whose children
mu.m benedt from attendance at certain non-maintained schools.

%Gﬂv&rmuﬂmﬂ continue to support the arts and will bring forward
sals to safeguard our natienzl heritage of historic bulldings and artistic
sures,

‘Pensions, war pensions and other social security benefits will be increased

in November, and legialation wdll be introduced to provide for the payment of

3! Christmas bomus to pensicners. Ways will be sought to siraplify the operations
“@f the social security syatem.

‘.aii‘,' Ministers will work to improve the use of resources in the National Health
%ew' ce and to simplify its administration. A Bill will be {ntroduced to
.‘ Siitate the wider use of private medical care.
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: will be introduced to amend the law on nationality and to make
changes in the control of immigration.

Proposals will be brought before you for the future of broadcasting, A Bill
will be introduced to extend the life of the Independent Broadcasting Authority,
which will be given responsibility (subject to strict safeguards) for the fourth
svizion channel,

el
R -

A measure will be introducsd to replace the provisions of secticn 2 of the
-: ficial Secrets Act 1911 with provigions appropriate to the present time.

A Bill will be brought forward to amend the law of contempt of court.

1)

My Ministers will take steps to improve the quality of the administration of
Justice and to promots reform of the general law.

Other m :agurss will be laid before you.

_.::i'_:f iy Lords and Members of the House of Commons

& pray that the blessing of Almighty God may rest upon your counsels.






