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Thank you f o r y o u r l e t t e r o f 13 November i n which you e x p r e s s e d 

the concern f e l t by y o u r s e l f and a number o f o t h e r Members o f 

Parliament about t h e S t a t e V i s i t o f President S o e b a r t o o f I n d o n e s i a . 


Her M a j e s t y The Queen p a i d a most s u c c e s s f u l S t a t e V i s i t t o 

I n d o n e s i a i n 1974 and t h e i n v i t a t i o n t o P r e s i d e n t S o e h a r t o was 

extended, i n p a r t , so t h a t Her M a j e s t y s h o u l d be a b l e t o r e c i p r o c a t e " 

the h o s p i t a l i t y t h a t She r e c e i v e d . 


B r i t a i n , u n l i k e soma other Western Govern hmmkI*.a1, hast* n a t 
recognised the Indonesian annexation o f East. Timor. The Indonesians 
were t o l d a t the time o f t h e i r i n t e r v e n t i o n o f t h e concern which 
i t had provoked i n t h i s country. The e x t e n t o f the; deprj-ysrtiaj* in: 
E a s t Timor occasioned by the events o f 1975 and subsequent f i g h t i n g 
i s o nly now becoming c l e a r . There a r e no e n t i r e l y a c c u r a t e r e p o r t s 
of what happened o r of how many people have died", but~ we welcora**' 
the f a c t t h a t the Indonesians have now allowed the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Committee of the Red Cross to mount a r e l i e f o p e r a t i o n . As you 
may know, the EEC has c o n t r i b u t e d to the ICRC a p p e a l . P e t e r B l a k e r 
r a i s e d the matter with the Indonesians during t h e S t a t e V i s i t and 
was assured t h a t the Indonesian Red Cross had been d e l i v e r i n g 
r e l i e f s u p p l i e s t o E a s t Timor s i n c e 1977, and t h a t a i d was now 
moving i n i n q u i t e s u b s t a n t i a l , q u a n t i t i e s . 

You a l s o r e f e r r e d t o the Indonesian Government's r e c o r d 

over p o l i t i c a l d e t a i n e e s . T h i s has g r e a t l y improved s i n c e they 


/embarked 




embarked on t h e i r programme of r e l e a s i n g o r b r i n g i n g t o t r i a l 

by t h e e n d o f 1979 a l l t h e p e o p l e k e p t i n c u s t o d y s i n c e t h e e v e n t s 

o f 1965/67. Many t h o u s a n d s o f d e t a i n e e s have s o f a r - b e e n r e l e a s e d . 

A c c o r d i n g t o o f f i c i a l s t a t i s t i c s t h e r e were j u s t o v e r 8,000 s t i l l 

i n d e t e n t i o n on 1 September and o v e r 4,000 more h a v e b e e n f r e e d 

s i n c e t h e n . More r e l e a s e s a r e e x p e c t e d , i n p u r s u a n c e o f t h e 

Government's p o l i c y . Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l ' s e s t i m a t e d f i g u r e 

o f 30,000 d e t a i n e e s i s c e r t a i n l y no l o n g e r a c c u r a t e . 


Y o u may be aware t h a t a d e l e g a t i o n o f Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

c a l l e d on t h e I n d o n e s i a n F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r h e r e i n London on 

15 November. S u c c e s s i v e B r i t i s h Governments h a v e c o n s i d e r e d t h a t 

p r o g r e s s i n human r i g h t s i s more l i k e l y t o be a c h i e v e d by m a i n t a i n i n f 

r e l a t i o n s w i t h c o u n t r i e s , even though t h e i r p e r f o r m a n c e i n t h i s 

r e s p e c t might l e a v e s o m e t h i n g t o be d e s i r e d , and t h a t v/e s h o u l d 

t a k e a d v a n t a g e o f s u c h a r e l a t i o n s h i p t o make c l e a r t h e i m p o r t a n c e 

t h a t we and t h e W e s t e r n d e m o c r a t i c c o u n t r i e s a t t a c h t o human 

r i g h t s i s s u e s . We a r e w a t c h i n g c a r e f u l l y t h e programme o f r e l e a s e s 

a s i  t u n f o l d s and hope t h a t i  t w i l l be c o m p l e t e d by t h e end o f t h e 

y e a r . 


As f a r a s o u r a i d p o l i c y i s c o n c e r n e d , I n d o n e s i a . Jba s t i l l , 

one o f t h e p o o r e r d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s and we t h i n k i  t r i g h t t o 

m a i n t a i n a c o n t i n u i n g programme t h e r e . 


S t a n Newens, E s q . , M.P. 



