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23rd september, 1980

Thank you so much for your iet4:er of
13th eptemher, with which you enclosed a copy
of the excellent article which you wrote for
The Times on :onday of la.t week,

will, 01' course, look out I er you
at the Conference, althrh it is always very
hectic theJ'e,,

CouLd you Let me know ch?.es 10!1 you
are neyt to be ia hofla00., Lol>e
that I would be able to get you to lunch or
dine with !e?

1,N CO,
Pariiamont;try crivate .:.-ecretary

to the Prime :linister

L2iristopher Turendhat,
,,?mber of the Co=lission of the JAiropean

Communities,
200 ue de la Loi,
1049 _Fussels,
he±ri-ur,

•



CHRISTOPHER TUG EN DHAT

MEMBER OF THE COMMISSION

OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES
RUE DE LA LO1 200

1049 BRUSSELS - TEL. 735 80 40

18th September 1980

I enclose a copy of an article I wrote

on Europe which recently appeared in The Times.

I thought that perhaps some of the ideas in it

might appeal to the Prime Minister and could

be taken up either in speeches she might make

about Europe or in references to Europe in more

general speeches.

I hope we can meet again soon.

shall be at the Party Conference, arriving on

Wednesday and hopefully staying until the end,

and perhaps we could fix up something then.

Ian Gow Esq. MP,
House of Commons,
London SW1A OAA.
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The most difficult point to
get across to British public
opinion about the European
Community is that to be a gsod
European one must first be a
good patriot.

One can only give what one
is. If an individual is to make
a worthwhile coottibution, it
must grow outof and be a part
of the nation front which he
comes. Countries, too, must be
proud of their history,  aware

their particular genius and
fident in themselves in

der to play a distinctive and
useful role in the community.

A European loyalty should
not be expected to take the
place of national loyaltles that
have grown up over the cen-
turies. At this stage only the
nation state is able to command
loyalty and obedience. To me
and many others the building
of the European Community
is an inspiring task. But it is
one that can and must co-exist
with national loyaliles.

I see the t t:ro7)ean Com-
munity as providing the frame-
work within which the govern-
ments and peonies of the
member states, helped by the
Community institutions, w ill
create something entirely new
that is greater than the sum
of its parts. I see it as an
estuary into which great rivers
flow. Each maintaining its own
individuality and charactee,

Ist

ile combining to form some-
)g which is simultaneously
inct yet could not exist

without them.
What should be the purpose

of this operation ? We have
only to look at Europe's past
and at most of the rest of the
world today to find answers.
Throughout our European his-
tory neighbouring countries
have generally either been on
bad terms with each other or
under the domination of the
most powerful state of the
moment. In most of the rest
of the world the same holds
true today. Just as in the
Europe of the past, this is a
major obstacle to economic and
social progress and a frequent
cause of international tension,
sometimes leading to war.

Close cooperation to over-
come common problems and to
present a united front to the
rest of the world is the most
unusual relation:hip of all be-
tween neighhooring states. As
a rule it has occurred only as a
result of war or external threat 


and lapsed once the danger was
removed.

Close cooperation over a wide
range of internal and external
matters on the basis of cresol
rights and Cannot:ono, haying
the force of law and backed- by
instittitions dadicated to the
common inteeiest, in an alto-
gether remarkable phenomenon.
Throughout most of Eui one's
history it would have been re-
garded us utopian to suggest it.
In most of the rest of the world
it still would be. Yet that is
what the Community has
achieved.

Of course continuous hard-
headed negotiations and much
prosaic technical work are re-

uired to make the system
function. It is difficult to agree
on the policies and rules. Some-
times, as in domestic politics,
there are deep ditisions and
efforts are made to peeyent
agreement. Sometimes the. law
is flouted.

The system does not work
perfectly roe eyen as well as
it could. Bat when one looks
at history and at the rest of
the world we have come a long
way.

The success of the Commu-
nity should not be ;edged
solely by the number of its
common policies, the detail
they enter into, nor the size
of the Community budget,
important as all these are. It
is the quality of the relation-
ship and its enterprises that
matter, not the size of the
statute book.

The Community's progress
should Le judged by the degree
to which it. members are pre-
pared to identify their indivi-
dual interest with that of the
whole, he the manner• in which
they solve their differences, by
the priority they attach to
heipirg each other and by their
success in securing common
objectivee,

We shall always be more
conscious of the problems and
failings than of the prinness
and achievements. That is of
the nature of politics. But
taken as a whole and over the
long haul these are some of
the criteria by which the Com-
munity shroid be judged.

In peactice this means the
member siees and the Com-
munity in:titutions must be
prepared to y. orb together in
i.vhotever manner is annennri-
ete to each of the porticohir 


problems concerning them.
Some will best he tackled by
common policies commonly
financed, and for others co-
ordinated but not necessarily
identical national policies will
be more appropriate. In the
fields of foreign policy and
economic affaies 5 sell attune-
times be best for all to do the
same thine at the same time,
and on other occasions to adopt
different roles on the basis of
a coordixated game plan.

The important point is that
within the context of their
treaty obligations thc govern-
ments, the Commission and the
European Parliament should on
each occasion be prepared to
back whichever option they be-
lieve most likely to secure the
common objective. They should
decide which has the best
chance of success and support
it. This should be their main
consideration, rather than a
reluctance by governments to
surrender power or a desire by
Community institutions to ex-
tend their authority. When that
point has been reached tile
Community will truly have come
of age.

The importance of the initia-
tive represented by the Com-
munity is very great. In many
respects Europe's history is
glorious and sonic of its finest
achievements have been moti-
vated by Patriotism. In other
respects, however, it is a cata-
logue of national rivalries, wars
and persecutions ;or winch
chauvinism—patriotisms's close
reit:alma—must hoar much of
the responsibility.

We must not believe that the
present interdependence of
Euronean countriea, nor the
extent to which we cross each
other's frontiers in pursuit of
business or pleasure means that
good relations between our gov-
ernments or people; can now be
taken for granted. We must not
make the historic error of sup-
posing that we have boen inocu-
lated against the terrible viruses
of the past.

As the 20th century shows,
the cruelty, intolerance and
violence spawned by chauvin-
ism and unrestrained national
fivalriLs can Itreak out swiftly
and in unexpected places. The
contemporary dinease of terror-
ism for politicel ond national-
isnc ends which afflicts so
many Europeao counteies shows 


what horrors still lurk beneath
the surface of our modern
society.

" The closer 'relations be-
tween the member states " and
" the ever closer union among
the peoples of Europe" (an
important distinction) enjoined
by the Treaty of Rome, are
part of our defence against the
recrudescence of chauvinism
and its attendant horrors in
Europe.

Our aim should he to use the
opportunity thus provided to
create a way of life that can act
as a beacon of hope to the rest
of the world. All our societies
are based on the voices of
liberal, plural democracy. These
values are under seige in many
parts of the world. Greece,
Portugal and Spain are among
the few examples of countries
that have recently exchantted
dic:atorship for democracy and
it is sienificant that a: soon as
they did they applied to join
the European Community.

We must show that the values
on which our SOOOliti ar::"
based can fulfil their promise.
We must show that in mat:Mal
terms they can provide oor
citizens with a wide range of
opportunities to develop aed
use their talents and to lecd
comfortable and prosperoas
lives. Wc must shaw that in
freedom and tolerance men end
women can best develop these
full potential as human beioas
and the more gtnerous ataxects
of the hmuan character. We '
must show, finally, that within
our society there is the best
chance for mast people tp
enjoy peace of mind and hap-
piness.

If the nuts and bolts of the
European Community do mot
work, it will come apart,
whatever hopes and aspiratinns
it carries with it. If. on rite
other hand we attend only to
the minutiae, and never raise
Our eveS to what has been
achieved ead could yet be
achieved, this great initiative—
the most hopeful and ambitious
to have occurred in Europe for
a very long time—will never
fulfil its pmcntial. It is in the
interests of ail of us that it
should.

Christopher Tugendhat
Th,..? author is ELC COMMis-
..iioner for the bii4:et.
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