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TELEGRAM NUMBER 318 OF 2 OCTOBER 1979

IMPACT OF THE PAPAL VISIT ON IRISH GOVERNMENT THINKING ON
SECURITY AND THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN THE NORTH

1. WE ARE TGO CLOSE TO THE EVENTS FOR A FULL APPRAISAL OF THE
MPACT OF THE POPE®S VISIT TO BE POSSIBLE, AND | SHALL 2E
REPORTING ON THE VISIT AT GREATER LENGTH BY BAG, THE IRISH
GOVERNMENT, TO, WILL NO DGUBT NEED TIME TO ASSESS THE
JMPLICATIONS FOR THEM, ESPECIALLY OF THE POPE?S VARIOUS SPEECHES
HILE HE WAS HERE. THERE REMAINS ALSO THE PUSSIBLILITY THAT THE
$OPE WILL ADD TO THESE BY SOME REFERENCE TO THE IRISH SITUATION
DURING HIS VISIT TO THE USA. THE FOLLOWIRG Tnaaﬁvnq: REPRESENTS
_OHLY SOME PRELIMINARY THO GHTS O THL 13154 COVERNMENT?S REACTIONS
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TO THE VialT I RELATION (i
(A) THEIR WISH FORTA PULITICAL IRITIATIVE BY 4G O NORTHERK
| RELAND ; [ 4
(B) SECURITY COOPERATION,

FOLITICAL INITIATIVE

‘o, THE IRISH GOVERNMEHNT Wikl FEEL THAT THE PCPE HAS CRITICISED

H4G FOR ??ALLOWING?® A POLITICAL vaCuur TO EXIST )% THE NORTH, ALD
THEY WILL SEE THIS A3 SUPPORT FOR THEIR OWN POSITION IN CONTIHULING
TO URGE ON U3 THE NECESSITY FOR SCHE PCLITICAL INITIATIVE TO FILL
THE VACUUM, 1R1SH OFFICIALS HAVE ALREADY TOLD US (AT THE HEETING
HERE ON 27 SEPTEMBER) THAT MR O7KEWHEDY SILL RAISE THE POLITICAL
SITUATION WHEN HE MEETS S03M1 ON 5 gCTOBER. THE POPE’S WORDS ON
THIS SUBJECT MAY CAUSE HIM TO STRENGTHEN THE TERMS 1N WHICH HE

OGES S0, THERE 1S THE FURTHER POINT THAT MR LYNCH MO DOUBT SEE HIS
WATERVILLE SPEECH (MY TELS NOS 325 ARD 3¢9) AHD HIS FACIRG DOwWw

OF THE CHALLENGE WITHIN HIS OWN PARL 1 AMENTARY PARTY BY SILE DE VALERA
AS, AMONG CTHERE THINGS, —-A GESTURE 1% OUR DIRECTION, THE IRISH
GOVERNMENT MAY THEREFCRE BE ERCOURAGLD T0 HOPE FOR SOMETHING -TO
SAERGE FROM US IN THE SHAPE OF WHAT THEY WOULD SEE A3 A RECIPROCAL
GESTURE,

SECURITY COOPERATION

3, THE POPE’S CONDEMNATION OF VIOLERCE 1S UNLIKELY TO MAKE AMY
|PORTANT DIFFERENCE TO THE JRISH GOVERWMENT’S DECISIONS ON THE
EXTENT OF SECURITY COOPERATION WiTH USs THEY BELEIVE THAT THEY
HAVE ALREADY EXPLAINED TO U$ (MOST RECENTLY AT THE OFFICIALS? MEETING
o 27 SEPTENMBER) THE CONSTRAINTS UNDER wHICH THtY OPERATE AND THE
PGPE?S WOKDS MAVE NOT ALTERED THOSE, IN OTHER WORDS, THE FRISH
WILL KOT HAVE BEER INBUCED BY WHAT THE POPE SAID TO MAKE
SUBSTANTIAL CONCES310NS TC US WHICH THEY WOULD HOT OTHERW) SE HAVE
MADE, 1T 15 JUST POSSIELE, HOWEVER, THAT THE UNEQUIVOCAL NATURE

CF THE POPE?S CONDEMMATION OF VIOLERCE, COUPLED WITH THE FACT THAT
I'T HAS ALREADY BEEN PUBLICLY REJECTED BY PIRA AND PSF, MAY | NDUCE
THE 1RISH TO BE SOMEWHAT HORE FORTHCGHING IN D1SCUSSING THOSE AREAS
OF SECURITY COCPERATION WHERE 1T ALREADY SEEM3 POSSIBLE THAT THEY
MAY HAVE SOMETHING TO GIVE, ;
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