
7 l O D O W N I N G STREET 

From the Private Secretary 25 May 1979 

C a l l on the Prime M i n i s t e r by the Japanese M i n i s t e r f.. r I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Trade and I n d u s t r y , Mr. E s a k i , at 10 uo- ning S t r e e t on 25 May 1979 

At the s p e c i a l request of the S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r Trade, the 

Prime M i n i s t e r agreed t o r e c e i v e the Japanese M i n i s t e r f o r I n t e r 

n a t i o n a l Trade and I n d u s t r y , Mr. E s a k i , f o r a b r i e f c o u r t e s y c a l l 

a t No. 10 t h i s morning at 1125 (Mr. E s a k i a r r i v e d h a l f an hour l a t e ) . 

Mr. E s a k i was accompanied by the Japanese Ambassador and an i n t e r 

p r e t e r . The f o l l o w i n g i s a summary o f the main p o i n t s which a r o s e 

d u r i n g a s h o r t d i s c u s s i o n . 


Mr. E s a k i t o l d the Prime M i n i s t e r t h a t he had v a l u e d h i s t a l k s 

w i t h t h e S e c r e t a r i e s o f S t a t e f o r Trade, I n d u s t r y and Energy. The 

Prime M i n i s t e r asked Mr. E s a k i whether he would be p e r s o n a l l y 

i n v o l v e d i n the f o r t h c o m i n g Economic Summit i n Tokyo at the end o f 

June. Mr. E s a k i s a i d t h a t he would and t h a t he expected the 

c o n f e r e n c e t o c o n c e n t r a t e on energy i s s u e s . The Prime M i n i s t e r t o l d 

Mr. E s a k i t h a t , i n her view, i t was b e t t e r t h a t Economic Summit 

meetings s h o u l d d i s c u s s a l i m i t e d number of s p e c i f i c i s s u e s , r a t h e r 

than attempt a more g e n e r a l i s e d agenda. Mr. E s a k i s a i d t h a t he 

agreed w i t h t h i s . 


Mr. E s a k i then s t r e s s e d t o the Prime M i n i s t e r , at some l e n g t h , 

the enthusiasm o f the Japanese Government f o r i n t e n s i f i e d exchanges 

between Japan and the UK i n the i n d u s t r i a l f i e l d , r e f e r r i n g i n 

p a r t i c u l a r t o c o - o p e r a t i o n between B r i t i s h L e y l a n d and Honda - which 

he s a i d was goin g ahead smoothly - and to c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h R o l l s 

Royce on the manufacture of a i r c r a f t e ngines. Mr. E s a k i s a i d t h a t , 

g i v e n the f o r t u n a t e p o s i t i o n o f the UK w i t h r e g a r d to energy s u p p l i e s , 

t h e Prime M i n i s t e r s h o u l d be a b l e t o p r e s i d e over a golden age f o r 

t h e UK economy; the Prime M i n i s t e r commented t h a t the UK would be 

f o r t u n a t e l y p l a c e d on o i l f o r a decade but not i n d e f i n i t e l y . The 

Government now had a chance to s e t the B r i t i s h economy on a d i f f e r e n t 

c o u r s e and they i n t e n d e d t o succeed: investment i n n u c l e a r power, 

however, would have to be undertaken on a b i g g e r s c a l e than h i t h e r t o . 

Mr. E s a k i p a i d t r i b u t e t o the n u c l e a r r e a c t o r which Japan had 

purchased from the UK, which was s t i l  l o p e r a t i n g very w e l l : Japan 

would need the UK's c o - o p e r a t i o n i n the n u c l e a r f i e l d i n the f u t u r e 

and v a l u e d the arrangement f o r the r e p r o c e s s i n g of n u c l e a r waste 

at W i n d s c a l e . 


/ T a k i n g h i s 
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T a k i n g h i s l e a v e , Mr. E s a k i s a i d t h a t h i s Prime M i n i s t e r , 

Mr. O h i r a , had asked him to convey to Mrs. Thatcher h i s warm 

g r e e t i n g s : he was l o o k i n g f o r w a r d to exchanging views w i t h t h e 

Prime M i n i s t e r i n Tokyo. 


I am s e n d i n g c o p i e s o f t h i s l e t t e r t o Tom H a r r i s (Department 

o f Trade) and M a r t i n V i l e ( C a b i n e t O f f i c e ) . 


J . S. W a l l , Esq., 

F o r e i g n and Commonwealth O f f i c e . 



