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LEADBR'S CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE
TH _NEETING

400 p.m., Wednesd 15%h Cetober, 1

in the Leader's Room st the House of Commons

AGENDA
1. Mirmbes of the 7Tth Meeting = attached -/
2. Puture Businesas
3a The Houme of Iorde and the Houaing Pinance
Speciel Provisions Bill
4. FParliamentary Strategy for the Remainder of
#  the Session
- Any cther businees
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LEADER'S CONSDLTATIVE COMMITTEE

Minutes of the 78th Meeting held at
5,00 p.ot. oo Wednasday 15th Dotober 1975
in the Leader's Room at the House of Commone

Prement Mrs. Thatcher ({in the Chair)

M, ¥hitelaw, Sir Keith Josenoh,
lord Emilshem, ¥r. Maudling,

Sir Geoffrey Howe, Lord Carriagton,
¥r. Jenki: « Peyton,

¥r, S%. John-3tevas, Mr. Heseltine,
¥r. Raison, Mr. Maude,

Mr. Buchansn-3mith, Mr. Edwsrds,
¥r, Reave, Mr. Younger, Mr. Fowler,
Mrs. Oppexheim, Mr, Jopling,

Tord Thorneyéroft

Mr. Atkins

In atte ¢+ Mr. Mont ¥y Mr. Shelton,
M¥r. Fatten, Mr. Ridley, Y¥r. Nicholson

Apologies: Mr. Giimour, Mr. Prior

2roposed Business for the week 20-27th October

On Hondey 20th October there would be a debate on the
%aport of the Finer Committee on One Parent Families, Command
. 5629 (Mr. Fowler, Mr. Clarke), This would be followed by
fhe remsining stages of the Inheritance (Provimion for Family
Ependa.nts) Bill (Mr. Awdry) and proceedings on the Iron and

eel Bild (M, awdry),

On Tuesday 218t October Mr. Fussell Fairgrisve would seek
lpave t0 introduce his Refarendum (No. #) Bill under the 10
Mimite Ruile. This would be followed by the remsining stages

pf the Scottish Development Agency (No. 2) Bill (Mr. Buchanan-Smith

dpd Mr, Taylor) and if there was time, a debate oh Scottieh

Affaira, There would slso be proceedings on the Recess
ections Bill.

On Yednesday ?7nd Octeher Mr, D, Hoyle would seek leave
tg introduce hie Factories A¢t 1961 (Amendment)} Bill under the
10 Minute Rule and this would be followed by Lorde amendments
to tha Infustry Bill (Mr. Heseltine, Mr, Hing).

On Thureday 23rd October there would be the remaining
stages of the Welsh Developmeat Agency (No. 2) Bill and, if
ther'e was time, o debate on Welsh Affoirs {Mr, Edwarde,

Mr. Wyn Roberts). This would be followed by proceedings on
the Cinematogranh Filme Bill (Mr. Higgins}.

On Friday 24th October there would ba the remaining stages
of the Hare Couraing Bill (Mr. Mather). There would e a fres
ote.

On Monday *7th October thers would we & Supply Day.
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Yatters Arieing on Business

After a short discussion '+t wam decided to devote the
whole of the Supply Day on 27th October to debating the Natienal
Health Service, on a motion to reduce Mrs, Castle's salary.

There was & discuasion on whether we shoulll vote later
that evening with the Labour Party's Manifesto Group, if the
Government refused to amcoept their amsndments to Mr. Foot'a
current anendments to the Trade Unién and Iabour Relations
{Amendment} Bill. Tt was thought thet the Nanifesto Group's
amendments would net significantly change the Bill but if they
wore carried it might be thought that the Lords had s less
strong case for ineisting on Iord Goodman’s amendments. It
wos agraed that we would not vote for any of the Mapifesto
Group amendments and this would leave us free to vote against
¥r. Foot's amendmente.

Lord Carringbon raported that the Liberal peers would not
vobe with ua if we tried im the House of Lords to inaist on
pmending the Heusing Pinence {Special Provigicons) Bill., He
pleo thought that Iew, if any, of the Cross-bench peers would
yote with us if we toock f1is line and the slmost unenimous view
of the Independent Unionist Peers the previous evening had been
fhet they should meke 2 stand on the Goodman amendment while
ellowing the rest of the Housing Bill to pasa.

&rlia.msntg Strategy

' There was o ghort discussion. It was suggested that
mexbers of the Shadow Cabinet should support back benchers who
pade good peints in debetea or question times.

Yoreign Affeirs

l
¥r, Maudling raieed the question of lisison with our
wepresentatives et the Eurcpean Parliament. It was agreed
het it wes imporiant $o coordinate the spproaches of our
felegation st Strasbourg and our Front Bench at Westminster
jnder the general diraction ofithe Shadow Cabinet. There had
een o difference of epnroach over Nr. Callaghan's attitude to
energy policy. It was pgreed that we should net oppose
. Callaghan's line and should suggest to My, Xirk end his
oileagues that they should be cautious in preesing their
arnounced attack on Mr. Callaghan in the European Parliament.
Mr. Maudlipg's new European Mackinery Comnittee should improve
ligisen in the future and we should continue to prase the
dslegation fo take up the offer of involvement with the policy
making exercise.

Irayer egainet Regulatjon on Direct Grant Schools

Tt was agreed thet we should move n prayer in the Lords
agninet the regulation on Direct Grant Schools but at the szme
4ime we should make clear that, even thouzh we intended to
Press owr arguments o0 s vote in the Tords ot this stage, we
would mot oppose the Tegulation if it was returned by the Oommons.

Other S8

It was agresd that there should be an sarly Shadow Cabinet
discusmion on metrication.

The meeting closed at 6.15 P.Mm.
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