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Thank you very much for your message delivered to me
in Delhi. I have Jjust returned from my tour which included
Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Oman and Qatar as well as India.

You might be interested to have my main impressions to set
beside Al Haig's, which I was very glad to have in London

before I set out.

My main purpose in visiting India was to try to consolidate
relations with Mrs. Gandhi personally. I believe that I
succeeded in fair measure. But there is a good way to go if
relations between India and the West are to be put on a really
sound footing. Mrs. Gandhi is, as you must know, suspicious
of our policies and, in particular, of the policies of
successive US Governments. She claims to have had virtually
no personal relations with your recent predecessors. You might
be surprised, however, by the extent of her suspicion of Russian
activities in India. She maintains these have often been
directed against her, notably in the election of 1977. She
is definitely not a Marxist. 1Indeed she is greatly concerned
about the activities of the Communists in India and is casting
around for ways to defeat them. Her agricultural policy, and
her support for the mixed economy generally, carries the same

message.

India's agriculture, incidentally, seems to me to be one

of the success stories of recent years. The country has achieved
/ virtual self-sufficiency
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virtual self-sufficiency in grain. This is the result of the
introduction of the new varieties of wheat in the development of
which your experts have played such a part.

On the other hand, perhaps as a counter to the threat she
perceives from China, or possibly because she feels that the
Soviet Unidn, as the super power nearest to India, has to be
appeased, Mrs. Gandhi remains strongly opposed to any action to
support the Afghanistan resistance. She argues that the best
hope of achieving Soviet withdrawal from Afghanistan, which she
genuinely wants, is through negotiations. I made it clear that

I thought she was too sanguine.

Entangled with this is Mrs. Gandhi's extraordinarily deep-
rooted fear of Pakistan. I defended in public and in private
Pakistan's right to weapons for self-defence, and passed on a
message from Zia about his wish for friendship with India.

Mrs. Gandhi said that she too wished for friendship: Rao, the
AForeign Minister, would be visiting Islamabad next month. But

. it was quite clear, and she said it in public, that arms supplies
to Pakistan are regarded in India as objectionable. If Pakistan
does indeed carry out a nuclear test, the consequénces will be
very serious. President Zia has, of course, assured Peter

Carrington that he will not test.

My visits to Saudi Arabia and thé Gulf were the first there

by a British Prime Minister in office, and also a first for me

personally. The four States I went to differed much in character
and style. But all made me very welcome, and their hospitality
and kindness were encouraging. Oman, as you know, is more
receptive to our ideas that the rest. The Sultan sees the

Soviet threat as his top priority, with the Arab/Israel problem
of secondary importance. On the latter he takes a very different,

much more reasonable, line on the way forward.

/ For the Saudis
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For the Saudis and the others, Palestine and the recognition
of Palestinian rights come first, or at least that is what they
éaid. I believe that in fact they do want a settlement because
the continuation of the problem inhibits their cooperation with
the West. They are deeply worried about their own Palestinian
populations. But they are not yet ready to use their influence
with the PLO to persuade them to adopt the more moderate stance
which might in turn make possible the kind of talks-envisaged
in the second stage of the peace process. We shall have to keep
working on this, in consultation with your people, the Israelis,
and the Egyptians. The position of Syria will be critical. We
must somehow try to reduce their sense of isolation. The Soviet

Union will, no doubt, be working against us.

Nobody I talked to saw any hope of an early settlement of
the Iraq/Iran war. There was much concern about the situation
in Iran itself. Similarly, all were pessimistic about Afghanistan.
They see little prospect of the UN emissary achieving anything.
They are concerned lest his efforts should weaken the resolve.

of Pakiétan whose difficulties, however, they recognise.

The position in North Yemen is confused. Consolidated,
it could prove the best barrier to the extension of Soviet
influence northwards from the PDRY. But the Saudis, whose
influence there is strong, are curiously complacent and indecisive.
A number of the other leaders were anxious about the situation.

"I believe we should give more thought to this problem together.

I was rather impressed by the Sultan of Oman. He has
achieved a lot in 10 years and plans more. I told him that we
would continue to help him with manpower, at his request. He
and his country are important to us. But we must not overburden

him,
In the Emirates and Qatar the problems, if any, are those
of very rapid development, including populations whose size is

growing fast and whose composition is changing. But they seem

/ on the whole




on the whéle to have coped remarkably well with the more
intangible and iﬁtractable social problems. The new Cooperation
organisation between them, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain and
Oman will take time to evolve, but should give greater strength
and cohesion. 1 encouraged the@ to press ahead and offered

our support.

Our bilateral relatidns with all these states are in good
order. I was glad to be told in Abu Dhabi that they would be
ordering some of our trainer/strike aircraft. Our ability to
make a contribution to the defence of the area in an emergency,
even on the modest scale we have in mind, dépends crucially on
our being able to sell our defence equipment. This order was a
great encouragement: we shall be following it up energetically

throughout the area.
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