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10 D O W N I N G S T R E E T 

THE PRIME MINISTER 21 December 1979 


Thank you f o r your l e t t e r of 7 December e n c l o s i n g a p e t i t i o n 

about demonstrations held by Iranians i n t h i s country and suggesting 

that those who take part i n them should be deported. 


I t may be h e l p f u l i f I f i r s t mention some f a c t u a l p o i n t s about 

the p a r t i c u l a r demonstrations to which your c o n s t i t u e n t s r e f e r r e d . 

I understand that the p o l i c e estimated the s i z e of the l a r g e r 

demonstration at 2,500 not 10,000 as s t a t e d i n the "Guardian". 

I t was organised by the Muslim S o l i d a r i t y Committee and although 

many of the p a r t i c i p a n t s were I r a n i a n , others were members of various 

Muslim communities i n B r i t a i n . Thanks no doubt at l e a s t i n part to 

the e f f o r t s of the p o l i c e , that demonstration, although noisy, passed 

o f f without major i n c i d e n t . 


Nevertheless, I sympathise g r e a t l y w i t h the f e e l i n g s which l i e 

behind your c o n s t i t u e n t s ' l e t t e r . The t r a d i t i o n a l p o s i t i o n i n t h i s 

country i s , as you know, that any group of people, whatever t h e i r 

n a t i o n a l i t y , i s f r e e to organise and to express i t s views i n p u b l i c , 

however o b j e c t i o n a b l e those may be to oth e r s , provided that i n so 

doing i t does not break the law. I f the law i s broken, then i t i s 

the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the p o l i c e and the courts to enforce i t . I 

th i n k you y o u r s e l f recognise that to ban p a r t i c u l a r groups of 

people from demonstrating would be a novel step i n a democracy. 


/Somewhat 
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Somewhat s i m i l a r c o n s i d e r a t i o n s apply to the use of the power 

to deport people (which a p p l i e s of course only to n o n - p a t r i a l s ) i n 

cases l i k e t h i s . Although the Home Secretary can order the removal 

of any person whose de p o r t a t i o n he.deems to be conducive to the p u b l i c 

good, i t would be e n t i r e l y novel were he to do so against someone who 

had simply e x e r c i s e d h i s freedom to demonstrate. Of course, 

deportation can take place on the recommendation of a court f o l l o w i n g 

c o n v i c t i o n f o r an imprisonable offence. So here again a c t i o n can be 

taken i f the law i s s e r i o u s l y broken, but an i n d i v i d u a l i s f r e e to 

demonstrate h i s views i n p u b l i c provided he remains w i t h i n the law. 


That b r i n g s us back to the law. I do t h i n k we need to look 

at the law on p u b l i c order to see i  f we have got r i g h t the balance 

between the i n t e r e s t s of the community on the one hand and of those 

who wish to demonstrate on the other. W i l l i e Whitelaw i s at present 

p r e s s i n g ahead with a review of the P u b l i c Order Act and r e l a t e d 

l e g i s l a t i o n of which t h i s i s the primary o b j e c t . I have, t h e r e f o r e , 

ensured that he i s f u l l y aware of our correspondence. 
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