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presented three very serious problems:
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(1) A consultative Assembly
endless trouble: 1ndeed,
virtually ungovernzble.
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A mixed cabinet of Ulstermen
would make ccllective responsi
pProvide a recipe fOr CONruslon.
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4s regards the concept ing devolution', I
to regard it with grave 1 Ci for -who knows
might eventually roll

Mr Molynezux went on t y th > I Mr Whi

view that Stormont had provided ‘c tact gov nent

He now felt (as the Conservative D=v*y hac done be?o;e h
electlon) that it would be intolerable to restore cevolution
in a rigged from, and inconceivable that any government would
restore it in roughly a pre-1372 guise. In these circumstances
the government should concentrate on immroving direct rule -.
but without using the term 'integration' to cdescribe what it
was doing.
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Mr Arnold said he was ccnfused by the Unionis
position, particularly as regards devolution
government reform. After volcing approval for
security committee in *he Assembly, he went on
hcpe that Ulster Unio would sit again wit
Reply: the Unionist had for long he
government reform should not rule out devolu
term. None of the initiatives producec by
governments had satisfied Unionist criteria
As regards relations between the twc parties, impr ovenents
would come more easily if they could be seen to be working
together on practical policies.,
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Mr Marlow drew attention to the government's failure to show
positive commitment to the union. Mr Molyneaux said he felt
that the Conservative position had become rather neutral:
and he would like a more positive statement.
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Sir Jjohn Biggs—Davison agreed
out because the dirferent inte
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Sir Nigel risher deprecat moy towards an initiative vwhich
seemed likely to rfail, an a»k ( uhether the Ulster Unionists
would support a simple continuatio: £ direct rule. Mr Molyneaux
in reply said that in his view the alternative to the government's
policy was cautious movement to rove direct rule.

The Chairman, in thanking Mr Molyneaux for meeting.the
Committee, expressed the hope that the means could be found to
improve relations between the two parties.
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