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TO F L A S H D U B L I N 

T E L E G R A M N U M B E R 1 0 7 OF 1 S E P T E M B E R . 

YOUR T E L E P H O N E C O N V E R S A T I O N V. ' ITH F R E E - G O R E 

V I S I T OF I R I S H P R I M E M I N I S T E R : 5 S E P T E M B E R 

1 . C O U N S E L L O R , I R I S H E M B A S S Y L O N D O N T E L E P H O N E D F R E E - G O R E 

T O D A Y ( 1 S E P T E M 3 E R ) T O S A Y T H A T T A O I S E A C H HAD S E E N F R O N T P A G E 

A R T I C L E IN I R I S H T I M E S T O D A Y W H I C H I M P L I E D T H A T T H E T A O I S E A C H 

HAD B E E N S U M M O N E D T O L O N D O N B Y B R I T I S H P R I M E M I N I S T E R A N D WAS 

TO B E P U T IN T H E DOCK O V E R S E C U R I T Y . T A O I S E A C H HAD G A I N E D T H E 

I M P R E S S 1 ON T H A T T H E A R T I C L E A R O S E F R O M 3 R I T I S H O F F I C I A L 

S O U R C E S . ( I N F A C T T H E A R T I C L E S A Y S Q U O T E T H E B R I T I S H 

G O V E R N M E N T H A S L E T IT B E KNOWN T H R O U G H T H E F O R E I G N O F F I C E A N D 

O T H E R S O U R C E S , T H A T , A S F A R A S B R I T A I N I S C O N C E R N E D , T H E 

T A O I S E A C H , MR L Y N C H , IS B E I N G C A L L E D T O L O N D O N N E X T WEEK 

TO A N S W E R F O R T H E R E P U B L I C ' S C U L P A B k l T Y NOT O N L Y FOR T H E 

MOUNT BATTEN M U R D E R S BUT F O R T H E H A N D L I N G O F S E C U R I T Y G E N E R A L L Y 

Q U O T E ) HE HAD B E E N E X T R E M E L Y A N G R Y AND HAD I N T E N D E D T O I S S U E A 

P R E S S S T A T E M E N T A N N O U N C I N G T H A T IT WAS NOT P O S S I B L E F O R T H E 

H E A D O F A S O V E R E I G N G O V E R N M E N T T O GO T O L O N D O N IN S U C H C I R C U M S T A N C E S 

AND T H A T H E WOULD C A N C E L H I S V I S I T . H E HAD D E C I D E D NOT T O DO S O 

O N L Y WHEN HE HAD B E E N M O L L I F I E D ^ Y L E A R N I N G T H A T T H E P R I M E M I N I S T E R 

P L A N N E D A W O R K I N G LUNCH ON 5 S E P T E M B E R A T W H I C H C O M M U N I T Y A N D 

OTHER M A T T E R S OF M U T U A L • I N T E R E S T WOULD BE D I S C U S S E D . F O L L O W E D 

BY A T E T E A T E T E A N D T A L K S W I T H M I N I S T E R S / O F F I C I A L S P R E S E N T . 

BUT H E W A N T E D A S T A T E M E N T T O B E I S S U E D 3 Y T H E F C O T O S A Y T H A T 

AN E A R L I E R M E E T I N G OF T H E TWO P R I M E M I N I S T E R S HAD B E E N S U G G E S T E D 

BY MR L Y N C H A N D T H A T O T H E R M A T T E R S WOULD BE D I S C U S S E D IN A D D I T I O N 

TO S E C U R I T Y . 



?. C O U N S E L L O R S U B S E Q U E N T L Y INFORMED F R E E - G O R E T H A T FOR D O M E S T I C Mf 

P O L I T I C A L R E A S O N S , T A O I S E A C H HAD D E C I D E D TO I S S U E S T A T E M E N T 

( S E E M I F T ) AT 1 6 0 0 HOURS T O D A Y . C O U N S E L L O R S A I D S T A T E M E N T HAD 

BEEN C A R E F U L L Y D R A F T E D T O A V O I D C A U S I N G D I F F I C U L T I E S HERE AND 

THAT T A O I S E A C H HOPED FOR E X P L I C I T C O N F I R M A T I O N T H A T IN E V E N T O F 

P R E S S E N Q U I R I E S WE WOULD C O N F I R M F A C T U A L C O N T E N T OF S T A T E M E N T . 

3. F O L L O W I N G C O N S U L T A T I O N WITH SEMI OR O F F I C I A L S AND WITH NO 1 0 

F R E E - G O R E T O L D C O U N S E L L O R T H A T IT WAS I N A P P R O P R I A T E FOR US TO 

COMMENT IN LONDON ON A R E P O R T OF T H I S K I N D IN I R I S H N EWSPAPERS. 

HE HAD BEEN I N S T R U C T E D HOWEVER T O T R A N S M I T T O C O U N S E L L O R T E X T 

OF A L E T T E R ( S E E MY SECOND I M M E D I A T E L Y F O L L O W I N G T E L E G R A M ) 

DATED TODAY WHICH T H E P R I M E M I N I S T E R HAS W R I T T E N TO T H E T A O I S E A C H 

ACKNOWLEDGING H I S L E T T E R OF 3 0 AUGUST AND WHICH S E T OUT HER 

INTENTIONS FOR T H E T I M E T A B L E OF T H E I R T A L K S T O G E T H E R IN LONDON 

NEXT WEEK. C O U N S E L L O R WOULD NOTE THAT T H E L E T T E R H E A L T H WITH 

THE TWO P O I N T S WHICH T H E T A O I S E A C H HAD R A I S E D . IE H I S E A R L I E R 

I N V I T A T I O N AND T H E F A C T T H A T OTHER MATTERS IN A D D I T I O N T O S E C U R I T Y 

WOULD	 BE D I S C U S S E D . F R E E - G O R E S A I D T H A T F C O S P O K E S M E N , 


IF A S K E D , WOULD C O N F I R M T H E F A C T S IN T H E T A O I S E A C H ' S S T A T E M E N T . 


h. P L E A S E C O N V E Y T E X T OF P R I M E M I N I S T E R ' S L E T T E R T O T A O I S E A C H 

OR H I S R E P R E S E N T A T I V E AS SOON AS P O S S I B L E . IN D E L I V E R I N G T E X T YOU 

SHOULD SAY T H A T P R I M E M I N I S T E R IS VERY GLAD T H A T MR L Y N C H IS 

A B L E TO COME T O LONDON AND T H A T S H E IS L O O K I N G FORWARD T O 

I N C L U D I N G E E C AND OTHER MATTERS OF MUTUAL I N T E R E S T IN HER D I S C U S S I O N S 

WITH HIM. I F T H E Q U E S T I O N OF P R E S S R E P O R T S SHOULD COME UP, 

YOU MAY L I K E TO C O N T R A S T T O N E TO T O D A Y ' S UK P R E S S WITH T E N D E N T I O U S 

AND I N A C C U R A T E A R T I C L E IN T H E QUOTE I R I S H T I M E S UNQUOTE. T H E R E 

IS NO Q U E S T I O N OF I R I S H T I M E S ' STORY STEMMING FROM UK O F F I C I A L 

S O U R C E S . HOWEVER, YOU SHOULD C O N F I R M F R E E - G O R E ' S R E S P O N S E 

TO C O U N S E L L O R T H A T IT WOULD NOT 3E A P P R O P R I A T E IN T H E C I R C U M S T A N C E S 

FOR ANY S T A T E M E N T T O EE I S S U E D COMMENTING ON A STORY OF T H I S 

KIND IN AN I R I S H NEWSPAPER. 

C A R R I N G T O N 
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