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UNCLASSIFIED

FILE/REF : 34¢/692/1  DATE t 3 FEBRUARY 1982
FOLLOWIKG FOR . C C 3RIGHT ESQ, SAMD, FCO

coPY (BY BAG) 1 M W GROACOTT ESQ, PORT STANLEY

FROM : W HICKSON, BRITISH EMBASSY BUENCS AIRES

FALKLANDStARTICLE N LA PRENSA

1. THE FOLLOAING 1S A TRANSLATION NF AN ARTICLE 3Y THE USUALLY

WELL=| NFORMED JOURNALIST IGLESIAS RCUCO wWrICH APPEARED IN LA PRENSA

CN 24 JANUARY UNDER THE HEADING QUOTE FOREIGN AFFAIRS JFFzH3IVE
UNQUOTE .
BECINS

THE ARGENTINE GGVERNMENT WILL SHORTLY PRESENT THE 3R1TI3H
AOVERNMENT WITH A SE21ZS OF CCNDITIONS FOR THE CORTINUATIONG IF
THE NEGOTIATICNS OVER THE MALVINAS, AND IF LONDON DOES N2T iC5IsT
THEM BUENOS AJRES WiLL IMMEDIATELY BREAK OFF THE NESOTIATI™MIA.
ACCIROING TO RELIABLE DIPLOMATIC SOURCES, THESE CONDITIONS, WHICH



APPAIENTLY ARz STILL 1IN THE COURSE OF PREPARATION, WilLL BE

CGHOTE FIRM AND CLEAR UNQUOTE, AMD WILL SET VERY PRZCISE TIME LIMITS
Po? TAE SOLUTION CF THE DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF THE PRO3BLEM AND THE
FINAL RETURN OF THE |ISLANDS TO ARGENTINA, A PROPOSITION WHICH

GREAT BRITAIN WILL HAVE TO RECOGNISE EXPLICITLY IN ADVANCE SEM]
COLON THEY WILL ALSO ESTABLISH THE ORDER OF SUBJECTS wHICH WILL
HAVE TO BE DISCUSSED DURING THE VARIOUS STAGES OF THE TALKS

AND, LOGICALLY, ALSO THE ORDER OF THOSE STAGES THEMSELVES.

THIS PLAN IS NO DOUBT LINKED WITH THE DECISIONS WHICH HAVE
ALREADY BEEN TAKEN CONCERNING THE BEAGLE CHANNEL, wHICH HAVE JUST
CRYSTALISED IN THE REPLACEMENT OF MONCAYO BY ORTIZ DE ROZAS, THE
OENUNCIATION CF THE 1972 TREATY, AND THE DESPATCH OF A DOCUMENT TO
THE VATICAN SETTING OUT ARGENTINA’S HMINUMUM ASPIRATICNS IN THE
SOUTHERN REGION. THESE ASPIRATIONS MAY BE SUMMARISED AS THE HAIK-
TENANCE OF THE SO-CALLED BI-OCEANIC PRINCIPLE, COMPLETZ A3AEuTILE
SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE ATLANTIC COAST AND IN THE QUOTE SZA 9F PIACE
UNQUCTEZ, AND HER TANGIBLE PRESENCE ON THE ISLANDS IN THE
BEAGLE IN A WAY WHICH WOULD GIVE HERE JURIDICAL SECURITY % 427
JURISDICTIONAL WATERS, THAT 1S TO SAY, OVER AT LEAST 188 “}iLI3 CLT
TO SEA,

OBVIOUSLY, BY CONNECTING THE MALVINAS SITUATION WITH THAT
CF THE BEAGLE, THE NEW GOVERNMENT SEEMS TO BE READY TO CARRY
FORWARD AN AMBITICUS DIPLOMATIC AND STRATEGIC PLAN WHICH WOULD
ASSURE THE COUNTRY OF A RELEVANT ROLE IN THE SOUTH ATLANTIC, AS
MUCH IN THE MATTER OF ECONOMIC RESOURCES AS IN GEO-POLITICAL
AND MILITARY ONES. THE FACT THAT THE BRAZILIAN GOVERNMENT APPEARS
TO HAVE IMITIATED A KIND OF DIPLOMATIC OFFENSIVE IN THE DIRECTICK OF
THE ANTARCTIC REVEALS THAT THIS PLAN IS BEING TAKEN VERY SERIOUSLY
IN INTERNATIONAL CIRCLES.

LONDON’S SYSTEMATICALLY DILATORY ATTITUDE OVER THE LAST FEW
YEARS HAS NOT ONLY PROVIDED NO SATISFACTION FOR ARGENTINA’S JUST
CLAIMS, WHICH ARE SUPPORTED BY THE UN AND INTERNATIONAL FU3LIC
OPINION, BUT ALSO HAS FAILED TO SATISFY THE NEED FOR WISTERM
CONCERTATION IN THE DEFENCE OF THE SOUTH ATLANTIC AND ACCZISS ROUTZS
TO THE SOUTH POLE, WHICH ARS TODAY THE OBJECT OF INCSS3ANT 50VIET
PENETRATION. THUS, IN TABLING CONDITIONS AND OEFINITE TIMS LINITS
TO OVERCOME THE QUOTE IMPASSE UNQUOTZ, BUENO3 AIRES 19
APPARZNTLY SEEKING SOMETHING MORE THAM THE MERS RECOVIRY OF
PCRITION CF HER SCVEREIGNTY, FROM 4HAT WE KNCOW, WASHINGTON UM
IT IN THIS WAY, AND HENCE THE SUPPORT WHICH |IT HAS REPQRTENL
PROMISZD FCR QUOTE ANY ACTION UNGUOTE LEADING TO RECOVERY OF THZ
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I MARCH MR} ENDERS, ASSISTANT UNDER-SEZCRETARY OF STATE FOR
LATI® AMERICAN AFFAIRS, WILL BE VISITING BUENOS AIRES, AND
UlDCUB DLY THIS QUESTION WILL TAKE A PROMINENT PLACE IN HIS
D15CUSSIONS WITH SR COSTA MENDEZ, AS WE HAVE ALREADY REPORTED,
T IS BELIEVED IN BOTH THE USA AND IN EUROPE THAT IF THE FORTHCOMING
ARGENTINE ATTEYPT TO QUOTE CLARIFY UNQUOTE THE NEGOTIATIONS
4ITH LONDON FAILS, BUENOS AIRES W|LL RECCVER THE |3LANDS BY FORCE
THIS YEAR. NATURALLY, SILENCE IS BEING MAINTAINED HERE, BUT
ALTHOUGH THE GOVERNMENT MAY NOT HAVE FORESEEN THIS ALTERNATI VE,
A MILITARY ATTEMPT TO RESCLVE THE DISPUTE CANNOT 3E RULED OUT WHEN
SOVEREIGNTY IS AT STAKE., MOREOVER, IT IS CALCULATED THAT SUCH AN
CPERATION WILL BE RELATIVELY SIMPLE IN VIEW OF THE SCANT #ILITARY
RESOURCES OF THE |SLANDS (TODAY NOT MUCH MORE THAN 3% ARMED MEN),
AND OF THE ADVANTAGES WHICH IT COULD BRING FOR THZ INHAZITANTS,

AND TG COMPENSATE THEM GENEROUSLY FOR ANY ECONOMIC 14CHMVIw|luor
#HICH THE CHANGE OF AOMIN|STRATION MIGHT BRING, A5 FCR 733=aT
BRITAIN, IT IS PCSSIBLE THAT DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS MIGHT 32 W T~
FROZEN UNQUOTE FOR A TIME, BUT IN THE CONTEXT OF WESTERY 3TIATS Y
IT SEEMS UNLIKELY THAT SUCH A SITUATION WOULD CONTINUE FOR LOME,
THE MALVINAS AND THE BEAGLE, PERHAPS WITH JOINT BASES THANKS TO A
SOUTH ATLANTIC TREATY, WOULD THUS BECOME THE TWO KEY POINTS IN THE
DEFENSIVE STRUCTURE OF THE REGION,

BUT THE PLANS FOR THE BEAGLE AND THE MALVINAS, ACCORDING TO OUR
SOURCZS, WIiLL NOT IMPEDE ARGENTINE W|THDRAWAL FROM THE QUOTE
NON=-AL I SNED UNQUOTE GROUP OF COUNTRIES. FROM WHAT WE KNOW, THE
FOREIGN MINSTRY HAS ALREADY STARTED TO ANALYSE THIS SU3JECT, AND
ONLY SECOND OR THIRD RANK OFFICIALS WILL BE SENT TO FORTHCOMING
MEETINGS OF THE GROUP. IT IS BELIEVED THAT THE WITHDRAWAL WILL TAKE
PLACE BEFORE THE BANGKOK CONFERENCE, PLANNED FOR SEPTEMBER.
NEVERTHELESS, THEZRE 1S STILL STRONG RESISTENCE TC THIS PLAN IN
CERTAIN SSCTORS OF THE QUOTE PROCZSO UNQUOTE.

PERHAPS COSTA MENDEZ WILL TALK ABOUT THIS WITH SR SARAIVA
QUERREIRO DURIMG HIS VISIT TO BRAZIL AT THE BERINNING OF "*ARCH,
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AJERREIRO OURING HIS yiS1T TO BRAZIL AT THE BESINNING OF "aRCH.
BRAZIL 1S SEEKING TO BECOME LEADER OF THE THIRD WORLD A%D 13
MOREOVER SHOWING INTEREST IN THE SOUTH ATLANTIC. GHE THSRSFORI Clull
BECOME A POWERFUL ALLY FOR ARGENTINA'S PLANS. THE SAME 15 HAAPFINITT
\N THE FIELD OF COMMERCIAL RELATIONS WiTH THE USA, THE LE I TATICT
AND EVEN PROH IBITIONS QECENTLY IMPOSED BY WASHINGTON ON [MPORTS TF
ARGENTINE PRODUCTS, ESPECIALLY SUGAR, HAVE BEEN RECEIVED HERE “ITH
ANXT1ETY, AND CONSEQUENTLY 1T IS ALMOST CERTAIN THAT COSTA MENDEZ
wiLL PROPOSE TO H1S COLLEGUE A COMMON FRONT AGAINST AMERICAN
ECONOMIC PRESSURE.

TO SUM UPw ARGENTINE FOREIGN POLICY 1S APPARENTLY BEING
CHANNELLED ALONG VERY REASONABLE LINES, AND SR COSTA MENDEZ 1S
SHOWING HIMSELF DETERMINED TO GIVE |T THE IMPETUS AND AGILITY WHICH
{T HAS LACKED FOR THE PAST DECADE. |F WE REMEMBER THE SERIOUSNESS
OF THE BEAGLE AND THE MALVINAS IN THE LIFE OF ARGENTINA, iT .
IS EASY TO CONLUDE THAT THE FOREIGN MINSTRY 1S ABOUT TO TRANSFORM —
ITSELF INTO ONE OF THE MOST EFFECTIVE INSTRUMENTS OF POLITICAL
AND ECONOMIC PLANNING OF THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT,

?

ENDS.
SIGNED : M HICKSON
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