
D0=-77R ON ROY JSN':(INS

One of Roy jenkins's first actions as M'_nister of Aviat4on

195,5 was to cancel. the TSR2 and two other outstand'ng Br=h

a_:=aft under deve,opment for the RAR. Th'= w== '-'e'=p't= a

Labour le=f7et circ,,7a:=^ Pr—] where TER2 was being dev-

eloped at th= 7954 Genera. 7lecti.-mn: "Harold Wilson tells TSRP


workers: your jobs are zuaranteed under Labour....Labour will not

r.ance' the TRP". C=mpa'crn Guide 1970, p. 594).

A= 'Home S.,,-cr=tary from 1945-7 Roy Jenkins was responsible

for a number of controversial liberalisine- measures such as the

abolition of capital punishment (a private Member's Eill), the Race
Act, the Abortion Act,and

Ro'ation=/ the Sexual Offences ..,7-LL1in 1967 - a Rrivate Metber's

Bi'7 lecra7ising Homosexual Offences. .Roy Jenkins once said,.

"the permissive society is the civilised society".

Uenkins became Chancellor after Callaghan resis-ned following

the (-'evaluation of November 1957.

(March 1955)
up taxation by £923 million in a

ru7, yar, = r=.cord amount. 7--1-s included the r=4=incr of SET by

t=xe.s on tr4nk ant tobacco, and increases in

tax. Jenkins had previously threatened, "Unless firm restraint in

incr===s in al7 forms of incomes becomes a reality, I shal7 be -

forced to take away the excess increases by extra taxation".

.(:-ansard, 17th January 1968). The Government took fresh statutory:_

. -powers to control.incomes and prices.-

until then
wa= on of the five harshest budet,L:ince tne

war. Th= following two cuot== are r1=vant: "Th= co=n,tm=nts or

th,- Labour Party's policy, provided they are not all pushed through

in the f'r=t year, wh'ch nobody ha= ever suggested - c=n be carri=.d

c-ut confortably without any question of an increase in th,- tax

turd=n. On the 	 any, :hey should leave room for substanta7

tax reductions". (Roy Jenkins, The Lacur Case, Pen:uin 1959)
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...I must budget for a cut-back of about 2 per cent a year in

consumption - a cut-back, that is, from the I per cent a year

whi n would have been likely without budgeting action. I must

warn the House that a cut in consumption of this magnitude

recuires extremely Severe increases in taxation". (Roy Jenkins,

H.n==.,r^, 19th March 1966).

On the 22nd November 1955 there was a further mini-budget,

£250 m4llion of extra taxation raised by use of the regulator.

The import deposit scheme was introduced.

The record of Jenkins and his colleagues on public expenditure

was set out by this quote from him: "There have been vast increases

since 1964 in public spending... Since we came to power public

expenditure has risen nearly four times as fast as national incom4.".

' (Blackpool, 29th September 1968).

His April 1969 budget raised taxation by a further £340 million,

rlclud'ng a =urther 28,; increase in SET - for the second running.

Mr. John Sainsbury, Vice-Chairman of the grocery chain said, "What

everyone should realise is that SET is a hidden tax on food"

(Financial Times, 17th Apr41 1069).

Other taxes raised included petrol tax and- there was a furth,-r

2%% op Corporation Tax, raising it to 45%.

The  1970 budget was expected to help the 1970 election, but

as .Notes on 'Current Politics stated:

In its lack of imagination,

its failure to encourage and it=• refusa to face the key problem

of inflation it bor4, all the other f,=.7,-ilar hallmarks of Labou-

policy".

The late Ian Macleod, commented "One does not shoot even a

one-eted Santa Claus" (Hansard 15tr Apri,. 1970).
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In his budget statement of April 1969 Mr. Jenkins announced

t'wo related measures: the abandonment of complsory powers to

freeze wage 4ncrea=es and immediate les'islation on "some of the mor-

import=nt provi=,on= incorporated 'n the Whit. Pane:
l

. He explained the need for legislation:- "We need

to facilitate the smooth workin2' of the process of collectiv

bar'7"aining in industry and to help to roevent the occurrence of

u-..nary and damag:ing disputes of which we have seen all too

much recently, and which are totally incompatible with our

economic objectives" (Hansard, Col. 1066). This Sill was later

icnominously abandoned by the Labour Government.

7 n 1971-3 hi= role was genera'ly.creditable, e.cr. ov,-r th.

EEC and warnings azainst leftism in Labour's ranks.

As Home Secretary in 1974-5 he came under considerable 1.-=t

wing criticism for refusing to release the Shrewsbury pickets.

He will however, be remembered for hi= attemot.,d r.vo-at'on of

Television licenc.s. He announc.d oro7o=r -4 incr-a=.= 'n licences

• and some people bought fresh licences at the old rate before th-4r

existing ones expired - a perfectly legal operation. Mr. Jenkins

caused threatening letters to be sent to these people demandnz

payment at the new rate under pain of having their licences• revoked.

The Ombudsman reported that there had been "muddle" and "inefficiency'

in the-handling of these cases, and the Court of Appeal decided th:at:

the Home Secretary's attempt was "unlawful, invalid, and of no effert'

(Times Report, 4th December 1975).

Page 458 of the Campaign Guide 1977 contains a lenc-7-hv sta7=-

m.,nt Cy ,!r. Jenkins exrlaining why cr-n=ion.,r= should not h=ve fre

or cheap television licences.

7 n hi= 71.ct'on adHr.=s in February 1974 jenkin= ma-'e two,

statements worthy of quotation: -y loyalty is to the Labour Party,

: have deep roots, but : do 7-:C7.1 believe in Party r'zht nr

ron;-, and I do not believe that all the saints are o'n one =d-  anc

the devils on the other". KWe may.only want to quste the firt

bvt note the cor7text1.



'e have to get Eritain back to work. That is cne slogan

mak=-=sense. ‘e have to do it wihto.._:: openinz the flood-crates to '


szi'7ose n'ation. And we have to set about reducing that

If we don't the sinkin=i7 E will go down still

nctab.- that when he vacated his sea: at Eirminzham

c,7,---chf-rr= to become President of the EEC Commis=ion his =.eat


'was taken by :he Conservatives.

Se_ the attached Times story of his performance as President

of the Commi=c-on, sugzesting the he has disappointed many

exbectations.



•

Lt.

,13.  1 DECi-

As Mr Roy Jerikins comes home alter his terrn as

years aseTh. 11-:-.44u ;-1

-Lhe
0

	

T7'1",'-"A"r(I)

	

The

IA Fe,

	

.C1 '.104.• .

	

?"‘Ir Roy ;Jenkins
:e.:.unt.ed the prosiclency of the

	

Cohlruistion four

 trle eVeilt

was
acclaimed hy lyt.11-wishars and
admirers cm home and abroad

scarce:y loss momentous
Ulan the advent -of a Iong-
awanted mesiall. If the soul of
Europe was no: entirely
beyond redemption, Zylr Jen-
kins was pocrrayed as the man
to save it.

licte at .last, it was said, was

[:::eiticlai1 of statur•
to rescue Europe from the grip

(If pottifoc;ing c:fic:a]dorn mit

and, to be fair, Mr Jonkint represents the governments or

Ins transfer tn 7-'srussels than Nothing . can happen witnout

some of his admirers. B-t he the Commmssion bez-zuse a pro-

cncouraeed some of the expec• posal from it Is needed to star:

tations that preceded him the legislative process. But at

aorais the Channel, and to that the end •-tif the day it is the

e:terj deserves to . be tudged Council which disposes, and

by them as. he prepares for his there is no way, the Commis-

re•entry- next week to .-domestic sion can. impose Its ideas, how-

„politics.• 4
• ever sensible or imaginative,

sIn an „.au-urar sOeech . to . against the determined opposi•t
tlie Europ,oarkl'arliament in tion of member states.
januar.,,., :571, he  rpo k„f . Within the ConlanssIon


” erv.rlog the ic:ea of rurope itself, the President's. authcratv

intn the .:ives el' its people ". is no less circumscribed, and

inn mai.i.ii-,g the individual certatnly much less than tha:


citizen aware of the EEC " net of a prime minis'-er over his

arm. aV.bra:,t nio, nowever cabinet. lie has little say ir.

' ti.u: as a continuum ex- the choice of his ', follow

	

.....ng trnm worie influence so Commissioners and not much

:en ori.portunity ".• control over the jobs they are

, •s•-• one w%ld. pretend that given. He can neither dismiss..,„

!-e rconomic c'inta:e of tbe nor easi:v reshff:e tim ern once

	

. yea:s nas been easy apPointed.
0- contiucive 14- brave new veil- • .groadly, two courses are

,U77.-S, hl..t even the charitably onen to a presider.:. Civen siva-

, in:lined wou:d.  " he hard 7i:t io his po  ; :e-s are those (7! tehci-

, it;.. muc.1 c4dence :ha: Mr tation tf..,•:-.ther rnan decision, ne

' :rii,;•ns's
.•

ieliure :if ine can apepea directly to Eu.-c•

,unimi,sinri presidency has pear public op.nion, par-:v

	

,-, --, ,• - - •-,s-•••• 1,c,,,,se throng-, the la-roe resHent

nr, a r.:::::ns' Europe much press corps in Brussels, and

i‘ca-er, seek to car crate a cl•mate c:

Th: ' im,:s nr, what :he c7irlior, :ay:Y.:72:1e :o Zurepe•

C-,-..,•riss•c.,) :sr eo are, of wide solutions ti: ane

r-.urst, tonsizerad.,C. Conceived and socia proc:cms besetting

	

..7- ine EEC's :o'er idlno. :atners national cnvernrnents.

	

..., t'ie en...2,r,, ri' a Euro:pear it.;:er:latil c'iy, he ca_r• see', to

	

e eve. oned p'•y his Iii: uence 7, en—C tne
t --..s ci,.. str. sOf7rOt. V=:.: : ' '.---':

the r.o:1-con:en: of be.ir
and .th: no:se level of rnowin7
madnines. Here was :be far-s•-• '-
in:, statesman who woulA maYlec,s-
rne Europezit idea relevant to
tne housewife, the factory

cvcr":.ard 'he derk'
The prosp

was, or vice, clearly subordinate to the
ectus .

overolo,,,,,rii Council of Ministers, which

To the
disappointment
•

- Mr Jenkins
seldom put

His head
above the
parapet

a. more view of the member states.

personal contacts with govern-
ment leaders to assert Isis
right, like Bagehct's monarch,
to be consulted, to. encourage
ane to warn. Conspiratorial by
nature, Mr Jenkins'. generally
preferred the role of high-
placed manipulator to that of
public evangelist.

An early attampt at popu-
lism—by stopping -what Mr 7

Jenkins as a Briton judged to
be unpopular cut-price sales of
surplus butter to the Soviet
Cnicn—demonstrated the haz-
ards of' trying to identify a
European public opinion as
distinct from z mosaic of often
conflicting national attitudes.
The Commission was castigated
inr Britain :or doi.t t too little

-too !ate and .in France for
doing anything at all. .•

In the early months of his
Presidericv Mr jenkIns spent
much of his energy on gaining
admission, in his own right, to
the western economic surnmits. •
In this he was strongly sup-,
ported by the , smaller EEC
states -inn were excluded from
these gatherings. and saw in his
presence a means of keeping •
a • -check on their larger

:brethren. • • ,
This - battle wai eventually
won against .stiff• opposition
from the French ,who felt . that.
Mr Jenkins, _was getting ideas
above his. station. Outnurn-
bered, ?resident Giscard d'Es•
taing concedeL: the point,• but
never ceased to regard the
Commission President as a
faintiv obtrusive impertinence.
Relations with Chancellor-
Schmidt, on the othe: ,•band,
were always good.• •

Mr . fenla ini also devoted
much more effort than Ili: pre-
Oecesser :c develnoino arm

active role :or himself and • tne
Co—mission in the European
Council, tne EEC's own thrice.-
veariy summit :netting which

saw,as  increasincly
ane niace tre mos: im-
portant decisions affect:re; Inc
 re of the Cc--- Wore
i'a_e]y to Oe

As a Oe.oinc-the-soeno cr,era-

tor, he was seen to 1.,000:,.c'je.ot

.7•••

ever the s.za cf 7-Cr.tisn
con:ribution when re

?nc. l.r C7is:o::ner TL:gerc±-
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to ant:ounce tile bIOSSI of the
EMS, It was the high pu.,:t u:. .
ois presidency.

e a''-en,-,ar'n was less
arating. It took alloiclur nc

months to po: the EMS snio.

raccnanism was a seri:.,us
z.•;3pointment, and it
apparent that other
states were lit rin huiry soea-
lice Mr ,:enkins's
EMS as :ne embryo a: a

pean central bank by a

larger-scale poolin-g; cf
reserves.
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French and German Intel 0,t
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of member states that deter
mines the system's future de
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the EMS issue. Nnthing
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