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taxes on dri

ases in purchase

Jenkins had previocusly threatened, "Unl m restraint in

S all forms of incom becomes a reality shall be
away the excess i by c taxation'.

January 1268). fresh statutory ...
ntrol "incomes and ' :

et was one of
lowing two quote
Party's policy

which




must budget for a cut-back of al B2 per cent a year in
'co:s:mp:ion'— a cut-back, that i I per cent a year
‘ action. I must
magnitude
(Roy Jenkins,

t9th M

the 22nd November 8 there was a further mini-budget,

mitlion of extra i raised by use of the regul=ator.

deposit scheme was introduced.
The record of Jenkins and his colleagues on public expenditure
it by this quote from him: "There have been vast increases
Since we came to power public

29th September 1968).

1969 budget raised

including a further 28% increase
Mr. John Szainsbury, Vice-Chairman c i said,
veryone should realise is that S on food"

inancie]l Times, 17th April -1969).

Other taxes raised included petrol tax and

 2X% on Corporation Tax, raising it to 45%.

The 1970 budget was expected to help the

-

as :Notes on Current Politics stated:
its lack of imagination,
lure to encourage and it : : face the key problem

io€tion 1t bore all ' ffamili hallmarks of Labour

s eu"

The late Ian Macleod,

one-legged Santa Claus'"
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we need

1971-3 his

warnings agair

As Home Secretary

criticism for r

He will however,

The Ombudsman reported that there had been ''mu

in the ‘handling of these cases, and the Court of Appeal decided tha

the Home Secretary's attempt was 'unlawful, invalid, and of no effect'

(Times Report, 4th December 1975).

Page 458 of the Campaign

ment by Mr. Jenkins explaining why pensioner

or cheap television licences.







.course,
.and,
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Jenkins
ercy of the
iscion  four
event was

\xelezshers and
hnme and abroad
scarcely less momentous
n the adven: -of 2 long-
waited messiah. If the soul of
Furope  was not entirely
bevond redemption, Mr Jen-
kins was portrayed as the man
to save it .
1lere at last, ;' was said, was
“the politician of srature nee"cd
Europe from the grip
sing officialdom in

Llurapcan

Acars 220
“acclaimed by
admirers at

harmon- -

nt of beer

of mowing

es. Here was the
the .:ropean xdca relevant
tae housewif the
worker znd .he lerk.
*‘The prospecius.
gbsurdly overblown,
to be fair, Mr Jenkins
took. a. mere modest view of
Jus transfier to Rrussels than
some of his admirers. But he
cncouraged some of the expec-
1anons that - preceded
crass the Channel, and to that

e'Ler.,x deserves to.be judged
by them as.he prepares for his-

to
facrory

was, of

re-entry- next week zo domesnc"
- ever

pnlm"s

In an u‘;:.u*ura[-
the r_u,ropcar.XPariiamen:'
Tanuary, 13877, \he -spoke
“ prafring the idea of
inta the lives of its people”
and making the individual
¢ citizen aware of the EEC “not
s% an absiraction,  however’
nahle, butr as 2 conzinuum ex-
sniing from v.ori influence to
ish opportunity’

No one \s",'..fd
the rconomic L-lmate of the
past four year 5 has been easy
ar conducive Oy b'ave new ven-
rurss, hu. even the charitably
in:lin would?be hard put to
find mucih ecgdence that Mr
Traking’s tenure of the
Commissinn  presidency  has
Iy ougit the c:usa..n. promise
af 3 taizen Europe much
naacer,

The
Camniis
caurse,
by the EEC's
s« the embryn
cavernnmient, i

in

Europe

pretenc that

Timits
sSion
::nqi:ﬁcra

on

can

what the
do are, of
Conc:iv-"

:.’1:?5

1=1n

‘aA gam. 1

atesman who would mal’eL‘

him~

s:!eech .t

of -

ec,‘s"g sme

:
the x
Totne
disappointment
*“of many,
‘Mr Jenkins
‘seldom put
his head

abovethé E
parapet

by

vice,-clear y subordinate to the
Council of Ministers, which
represents the governments of
the member states.

Nothing can happen th'xou;
the Commission because z pro-
posal from it is needed lo start’
the legislative process. But at
the end »f the day it is the
Council which disposes, and
there is no way tbe Commuis-
sion can impose its ideas, how-
ensible or imaginative,
aeamst t‘le determined opposi-
tion of member states.

Within the Commisston
usel., the Preﬂde..xs authority
is no less circumscribed, and
certainly much lass than that
of 2 prime minister over his
cabine:. He has lirtle say in
the choice of  his: fellow
Commissioners and not much
control aver the jobs .hcv are
given. Hz can neithec gismiss
nor easily reshuffie :hem once
appointed.

Broadly, two . courses. are
onen to 2 president. G'ven that
his powers are those of exhor-
tation futher rhan decision, he
can 2appesl cu to Euro-
pean public pinion, partly
througn the -mr'-- resident
press corps in Brussels, mc‘
seek o "ew-rue a climate of
opinion
wide solu
and sqclaﬂ
-nuo-m ,.n

-"‘v

5':

|

;brethrea.
This -
“won

future of the

migdgie -

personal contacts with govern-
meut leaders to assert his
right, like Bage‘nct’s monarch,
to be consulted, to encourage
2nd to warn. Conspiratorial by
nature, Mr Jenkins. generally’
prefer'ed the role of high-
placed manpipulator to that of
public evangelist. .

An early attempt 2t popu-
lism—by stoapmc ‘'what Mr
Jenkins as @ Briton judged to
be unpopular cut- price sales of
surplus butter to the Soviet
Unicn—demonstrated the haz-
ards of trying to identify =z
European pt.bhc opinion s
distinct from 2 mosaic of often
co nfiic:ma nationa]  attitudes.

Commxss.on was castigated
in- Srna.n for doing 300 li
too .late znd .in. France
doing anything art all.

In the ear'zy months of his
"reside'\ Mr. Jenkins spent
much of hxs energy on gam...
admission, in his own righg,
the western economic sumDx
1n. this ‘he was strangly sup-,
ported by the ,smaller -.EEC
srates who were excluded from
these gatherings and saw in his
presence a means of keeping
a " chezk " on tHexr larger

its,

bartle was  eventually |
against .stiff- opposition
from the French who felt that’;

_Mr Jenkins, was getting ideas

above his station. Outnum-
bered, President Giscard d’Es-
raing conceded the point,
never ceased -to regard
Commission President 2as 2
fzintly obtrusive impertinence.
Relatinns with .Cuaqcellor
Schmidt, on the other hand,
were always good. - -

Mr 'Iem.m< 2lso  devoted
much more effort "\an hxs pre-
decessor to develnnin an
active -role for himself and'the
Commission in the European
Cnuncil, the EEC’'s own thrice-
veariy 'summit meeting which
he saw, r:gh:!y, 2s increasingly
the place wner the most i
portant deci s.o-ts f_.fe..i.z,
Community
likely to be raken.

As a behind-the-scencs cnera-
tor, he was seen to goog.cfiect
i i""vd'zu'\-o"' disoute

:r"xsﬁ
he

ut

the

comimssioner n
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on Europe

mmissioner for
Monctary Afflirs
sceptical, . Pross
, even when sympaihelc
ire’ ides, thoughe. M Jou-
asking {ur tweue much
too soon—*"2 bridge too fur ™ in
the rithy judygment of T
Lconounust, which none-tie-iess
ised him for his courage.
The response ia nutionul
¢apitals was ac first scurceiy
more encouraging. \r Jenkins

-
vow o

was to confess Jater e

wondered whether he

cdoing mwore thun * :
+.the dark”. Yet July of the tul-
.t lowing yezr found him sharing
athe podium with Chancellor

Schmids at the Bremen sununit
.to -announca the birth of the

EMS. It was the high puilr of
* his presidency.

The afrermath was less exhil
arating. It took awnomner .jung
months to put the EAIS into
" gperation. Britzin’s nou-partici-
"pation in "lhe exchangpe rete

mechznism was a serivus Cls-
- appointment, and i wax seen

appareant that other mumber
states were in na hurry 1o te<a-

Jenkins's vision
2s the embryo of a

nrral bank backsd
r-scale pooling of
ves. o,

L e e
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e

e possible 1o
case for monetary
it was the coincidan
nch and Garman interest
exchange rate stability whic’
. actually brought -the EMS intg
" being, as it will be the attitudg
“of member stztes that deter
“mines the system's future ds
. velopment. TR
. "Mr Jenkins spen: himself
the EMS issue. Nothin
'avards engazed his arter
, the same degree. He
the central problem of
.tural reform, and if
states mey now be prepi
‘last to graso the nettle it
because of dire financinl nec
sity ‘rather than the persuas:
cozency of 2nv  zruume
advanced by the Comintissio
Could a more azgroessi
polemical presidency
“achieved mare? In  his
morths Msr Jenkins bezun
hint
rizine ro!l with snce
] ing member stutc
future af the
irawing att
renovas
base.
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crarse of the Lilgen, held the | minater of what was politically
ing and  largery  Jerermined | acceptable in national capitals.
the frumework withia which To the diszppuiniment £
e finel many, Mr Jenkins seldom put
‘his head abgve the parapel
The one mzjor exception was
his part in the birth of the
Yuropean Monetary System,
where a case can be mace out
that, by a2 mixture of public
wWhh WOUin € ] exirortation and - private ¢i

3 macy, he playec a2 cataiyuc
nments ‘ ) role in the reversal of previous,

sriee Community policv.

In Ocicher, 1977
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