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NOTE FOR THE LIAISON COMMITTEE, 10 NOVEMBER 1982

SMALL BUSINESS MARKETING CAMPAIGN

1 We have now taken nearly 100 measures of varying degrees of
importance directly to help the small business sector. Sixty
_schemes, changes in 1eglslatlon, financial and tax incentives
and advisory services are solely for small businesses. 'The
others are of general application but particularly help small

businesses. N

! After much Herculean effort, it is gradually getting through

to the public that under this Government there is a new drive to
help small businesses and the self-employed. The theme now
features regularly in the press, especially the heavies. But
there is still massive ignorance about the individual measures.
Time and again I am pressed at sma2l1 business meetings all over
the country to introduce changes in leglslatlon which we have
already done. Time and again I come across small businesses, &S
well alas as their advisers such as bankers z=nd accountants, who
are ignorant of the existence or the details of schemes such

the Loan Guarantee Scheme, the Business Start-Up Scheme, and

3 Getting the individual measures over is an endless
Small firms, and their advisers, are a huge mzrket.
have the time to read much literature or attend seminars a

conferences. They do not have the staff, as in large compani

to keep abreast of changes and zdvice. We rmace a useful start

-

in the Business Omportunltles Prcgramme, anc I and other
Ministerial colleagues undertake a continuous programme of
meetings, speeches, and contacts in many other ways with the
small business sector. There is now also a programme of talks

and other contacts by officials. ~
it
.‘ . .
4. Another major new initiative is now required. If

majority of small firms are not aware of.the measures to
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