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EUROPEAN COUNCIL3 FRENCH PRESS

1. THI'S MORNING’S PRESS PRESENTS THE MEETING AS A FAILURE Ui JH1CH JUST
AVO1DED BZING A CRISIS. PRES)DENT cusu“nn-" REMARK THAT THE SUMMIT
QUOTE NARROWLY AVO!DEZD CATASTROPHE UNGUOTE 18 Wi DELY QUOTED,

THERE 1S MUCH STRESS ON THE co:vou FRONT OF THE EIGHT I FACE OF WHAT
WAS SEEN AS THE PRIME MINISTER?S INTRANSIGENCE. TYPICAL HEALLINES
ARZ: QUOTE ENCGLAND-EUFOPE: DEALLOCK UNQUOTE (wnTsw ~ SOC} ALIST) 1
QUOTE AFTER THE FAILURE OF THE TUDLIN SUMMIT: THE CONTINENT

| SOLATED UNQUOTE (QUOTIDIEN DE PARIS = INDEPENDENT)..
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2. THERE 1S A GENERAL EXPECTATION It THE PRESS THAT THE EURDPEAN
COUNCIL WILL BRING FORWARD | TS MEXT MEETING 70 FEBRUARY AND THAT |
FiSH, MJ:TB AHND ENERGY WILL THEN ALS0 BE ON THE TABLE FOR THE

Di STUSS !Dl. PRESY DENT CI SCARD’S 1HSIS TEMCE THAT THE FiIRST TWO MUST
SE DI SCUSSED 18 U &{-L1GHTED. THE RADIO THIS NOTMING GAVE

PROMINENCE TO A STATEMENT BY A LEADING FRENCH AG#ICUL TURALY 3T THAT NO

TEARS WOULD BE SHED IF ':?\57»‘ N LEFT THE COMMUNITY,
3. AN INTIRESTING ETITORIAL N THE FIGARD BY SERCE MAFFERT COMMENTS
THAT ALTHOUGH THE MEETTNG ENDED !N A HARDENING OF POSITIONS ON
E)THER SIDE, §T WAS REASCNABLE T0 HOPE EVENTUALLY FOR A CONMPROMISEs
QUOTE TO ACCUSE MRS TMATCHER OF WiSHING TO TORPEDO EUROPE DECAUSE SHE
DEFENDS THE | NTERESTS OF HER COUNTRY W3 TH GREAT DETERMINATION 1S T0
QUESTION HER UNDZRLYING JNTENTIONS IN THE SAHE WAY THAT PEOPLE
USED TO GUESTION THOSE OF DE GAULLE IN REGARD TO FRENCH {NTERESTS.
BRITAI N WANTS MANY fH’!Ga {NCLUDI NG, NO DOUDT, A FAR-REAZHING
MODIFICATION OF THE COWMON AGRICULTURAL PULICY FOR WHICH FRANCE
FOUGHT S0 HARD. THERE 1S HOTHING TO SHOW THAT SHE WANTS TO TURN
THE COMMUMITY 1HTO A MERZ FREE TRADE ARZA UNOUOTE. HE “uvﬁ‘ 5TS
MRS THPTCh;n, WHO 15 MOT YET USED TO COMMUNITY HABITS AMD
MENTALI TIES, UNDER-ESTIMATED THE RESISTANCE SHE [
TUELIN, 3N DEMANDING 2Ll 3q NOTHIHG €D Cﬁrran%*sLL‘a
CONSOL) DATED HER PA an“ns IN A FPOUT WHICH FOR b
AGAIHST FRANCE. 1F THE BRITISH DID NOT TAKES ::cabe OF THE
PARTIERS PRECCUPATIONS, THE MESTING PLANNED FOR FEBRUARY M1GHT
SCUHD THE DEATH KNELL OF THE COMMUNITY. THIS WOULD BE IH MOBODY?’S
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4, HUMANITE (COMMUMNIST) CONTINUES ITS LINE THAT GISCARD 13
PREPARI NG A SELL-OUT OF FRENCH JNTERESTS, SUGGESTING

THAT AGREEZAENT OH THE COMMISSION’S PROPOSAL TO RELUCE THE BRITISH
BUDGET BY £34&5 MILLION HAS SIMPLY BEEN POSTPONED,

5. THERE 1S GENERAL ACKNOYLEDGEMEMT THAT THE MEETING ACH}EVED

VERY LITTLE O} OTHER FRONTS, ALTHOUGH MOST PAPERS MENTION Twa
STATEMENT ON | RAN. LE MATIN COMMENTS THAT QUOTE AT THE MOME

TEN WESTERI ECONOMIES ARE AGAIN ON THE EDGE OF A GULF AND TH”
IHTERNATIONAL FOOD S} TUATION 1S CATASTROPHIC, ONE COULD HAVE

FOPED FOR MORE FROM THE LEADERS OF EUROPE THAM WHAT MUST BE CALLED A
TI SCUSSION BETWEEN SHOP-KEEPERS. THE GRAND EUROPEAN AMBITION MAY
PERHAPS HAVE DIED AT DUBLIN UNQUOTE,
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