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I attach an extraet from today's ILrish Times which the
Prime Minister may be interested to see. It sets out -
i Byl i weuldl seem = Ie.  Haughey ls specehi b onhits
party executive yesterday about the Anglo-Irish talks
and his policy towards Northern Ireland. If one

reads ait sl el lS not oo unhelpful but no doubt

Dr. Paisley will use some of 1t out of context
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THE Taoiseach, Mr Haughcvi

: 1o the Opposition partics wish
moved to reduce tension ir

that? 1 certainly attitude to be taken by the

“I certainlv do not conceal my

Northern Ireland over the
implications of the British
Irish  studies yesterday whenl
he drew attention to the fact

1O qu;mcl with

make no apologies
VA
shuared. Again,
question,

that at the last London sum-
mit, he had agreed that

changes i1n the constitutional
status of Northern Ireland
could only come about with
the consent of a majority of
the Northern people.

Mr  Haughey told Uthe

did
institutional
he conceived or
as long as they
contribute to the ' |
relationships and to bring about

]"‘C doce

National LExccutive of Fianna
Fail, according to a supplied
script.

“I doubt if there has ever been
a political initiauve or process in
this country which has been the
subiect ol se. much constant
s:r.ipingv, SO fnany attempts to put
false constructions on things, so
much effort to misrepresent or
misinterpret what has becn said.
What 1s the basis of this criticisin?
On the one hand, 1t is suggested
that we are doing secret deals or
that we are abandoning traditional
policies. On the other hand, we
are accused by the same people or
their close associates of following
a poiicy of inferring things that are
not in fact happening, of making
unjustifiable claims as to the
significance or content of the joint
studies or otherwise of creating
unreal expectations as to the out-
come of the process.

ALLEGATIONS

“I have already dcalt in the
D&l with the alleeations and sus-
pic:um about ‘:-L'.h'['k'l deals. In
domg so. | drew attention to the
acdibthity  gap attaching to the
Opposttion  parties, arnsing  {rom
the basic and unresolved differ-
ences between them and indeed
within the Fine Gael Party on
questions of vital national import-
ance relatng to lreland’s place in
the world. So far as the other type
of accusation is concerned. 1 dety
anyone to point to anvthine I have
said in specches in the Diil or in
the country. in radio or television
interviews or in press conferences
that could sustain such a
suggestion. For example, n
answer 10 a question at my press
conference on December &th, |
said: 'l don't want 10 go too far
ahead. Sulficient for the day is the
achicvement thereof. The proce-
durcs, whuat was brought forward
oday 1s the concept of special

studies, ot studies — and [
-:mgjhtnm- that they are joint
studies —  which will be con-

ddered specially at @ meeting in

London. | regard that as very
“onsiderable  progress, historic

Drogress’,

e joint Stuales were qu
or designed 10
mystery., It 1s in

should be
stage.
case when jovernim
to study issues of this type.
officials

for taking @
which has been very widely
in reply to another
[ «.id that for my part I
any  limits to what
arraneements might
vought forward
are designed o
improvement of

not scl

«nd teconciliation through-
yut this island.
“Again, it is sugeested or
implicd that our motives in main-
tainine confidentighty 1n respect of,
estionable
weave a web of
fact the Opposi-

tion parties who seck to creale
doubt and suspicion. lhere 1S
every reason that the studies

confidential at ﬁ}ts
This 18 almost invariably the
WO governments seek
; I the
were not permitted 1o

e

work together, to cxplore all rele-
vant possibilitics 1n an atmosphere
of openess, within the framework
of a joint agreement 1O maintain
confidentiality, no worthwhile!
Brogr«:ss would be made.

emands e depart f{rom
confidenuality arc not, 1 suggest,
seriously thought through.

“It 15 now stated that there 1s a
hiatus in what 1s described as a bi-

rarlisun policy on Northern
reland. 1 dont know what s
meant by this. Both Opposition

leaders have over the last fifteen

months carnied on a sustained
campaign of criticism  of every
aspect of my policies. Since

December last. instead of putting
forward anv constructive
suggestions, they have stepped up
this campaign.

“The Fine Gael Leader suggests
that Northern Ireland should not
be an election issue while 1 the
same breath  he intensifies  his
attack on my policics in respect of
such matters as the joint studics
and defence and foreign policy.

“It is the duty and responsi-
bility of the Government to formu-
late and implement policy. The
Opposition parties have a clear
choice — e¢ither to support those
policies or to oppose them.

““At the next election —
whenever it comes — the policies
of the Government on Northern
Ireland and on everv other area
will be put before the people. The

Opposition parties 15 entirely a
matter for them. If they choose to
support our policy on Northern
Ircland we will be gratified. If
they disagree with us it s open to
them to put forward an alernative,
though one must have the gravest
doubts about the feasibility of
their doing so.

“The policy of the leader of the
Labour Party appears still to be
determined by the attitude
epitomised in the remarks of his
erstwhile collecague who held
special responsibility for
information on the policies of the
Coalition Government and  who
explicitly affirmed that he was not
working actively for Irish umty. |
fail to see how the Opposition
partics could even cstabhsh or
maintain & bi-partisan approach
among themselyes.

“For my part, [ have no hesita-
tion in reaffirming openly and
proudly that I am working actively
for liish unity. I have said before
and 1 repcat now that progress
towards the unity of all our people
is my top political prienty. 1 will

not be deflected from pursuing
that noble goal sensibly and
patiently.

“In statements on February

10th and 25th last the Secretary of
State for Northern lreland spelt
out what the Brnush Government
mean by the constitutional statu
or posttion of Northern lreland.
‘He defined 1t as being that ats
position within the United King-
dom cannot be changed without
the consent of a majonty of the
people of Northern Ireland and of
the Westmunster Parhhlament.

I Qur position on this should be
verfectly clear. As [ have already
Lroug:ht out, the studies are part
of a process imtiated when T met
Mrs ‘Thatcher in London on May
2]st last year.

 PRACTICAL REALITIES

“Reference to the communiqué
issucd after that mectuing will show
that 1 agreed that chiange in the
constitutional status. the present
factual state of Northern Ireland,
would only come about with the
conscnt of a majority of the
Northern people. In my Dail
speech on May 29th last 1 pointed
out that this simply recognised the
practical realitics of the situation.

“That much beina said. there
remains a wide field for study and
consideration in the five arcas set
out in the Dublin communique,
directed to the needs on which we
are agreed — pcace, reconcili-
ation, stability and in the hight of
recent statistics 1 might add

" economic reconstruction in North-

the im-
between

well as
relations

crn Ireland, as
provement of

the two countnes.

hope that the process on which we
have embarked will help n
whatever timescale, whether short
or long, to brning sll the people of
this country together 1 some new

apreed pohitical arrangements thal
will bring pcace and
reconciltation.

*The studies do not pose d

threat to anybodv. On the con-
trarv, they are intended to explore
the scope for. and possible hnaces
of, developments that would be of
benefit to all concerned, develop-

ments that would promote the
sceurity, welfare and prosperity of
Il the people of the two countrics.
They do not represent decisions
but are work by ofticials 1o be
submitted for consideration by the
British Prime Minister and e at
our next meecline. The matlesrs
which are the subject of the
| studies are clearly sct out in
paragraph of the Dubhin commuii-
qué which I have repeated carlier
in this speech. The studies are
concerned with these matters.
They are not concerned with any
thing else. They are proceeding
satisfactornity.

NEGATIVE ATTITUDE

“Is it too much to hope that
unhelpful speculation would now
ccase and that, instead, the
officials can pursuc their work 1n
an atmosphcre conducive to pro-
gress and success!

“Perhaps the critics here  at
home could look bevond their own
narrow confines. If they did so
they would sce that in their nega-
live attitude to the process thit 1s
under way they adare isoldted
among persons and bodies
adopt a responsible and forward-

looking approach. This process
has received the full support of

the SDLP, of the fricnds of
Ireland in the United Stdtes. of
leading newspapers in Britain,

America and cleewhere. It as the
subject of considerab
in the United States Administra-
ton and among our partners o
Europe. Are all of these peopl
out of step?

“I belicve that our policy has
the support of a majority of Insh
people. I have no doubt that the
attempts to sabotage and retard
progress towards nuational interests
of the first importance will
rebound on those concerned. In
event, we¢ intend to pursue
our policy calmly and steacily,
firmlv convinced of us
ness”, Mr Haughey sand.
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