
1. I WAS GLAD TO RECEIVE YOUR LETTER OF 24 SEPTEMBER, ADDRESSING A
QUESTION THAT HAS INDFFD }EFN ON MY MIND THESE PAST FEW DAYS.
IENEL ..Y. AGREE THAT OUR OVERRIDING OBJECTIVE IS THAT THE FIGHTING

'

THIS MOIENT HAVE ROYAL NAVY SHIPS NEAR THE GULF AND THE EARLIEST
THI PULE AND THE CONSEQUENCES OF ITS DISRUPTION. WE DO NOT AT

2.  1  BELIEVE THAT IT WOULD RF USEFUL TO OUR  TWO GOVERNMENTI»
THE FRENCH AND GERMANS AS WELL, TO CONSULT CONFIDENTIALLY ON HE
BROAD POLITICAL AND INTERNATIONAL IMPLICATIONS OF THIS MATTER,
AND THAT THE REST FORUM FOR THIS IS THE QUADRIPARTITE ONE, AT
Le ST AS A FIRST STEP. YOU WILL PROBABLY HAVE HAD AN ACCOUNT OF
THE DISCUSSION OF QUADRIPARTITE MACHINERY THAT TOOK PLACE AMONG
THE POUR FOREIGN MINISTERS AT DINNER ON 24 SEPTEMBER.

3. 1 SHARE YOUR PARTICULAR CONCERN ABOUT THE SAFETY OF SHIPPING

' 'TT 3 At ""Pft"hi t &ttSHOUL STOP,  AND WF̀ W I L-t . CORTi l

E  BY WHICH  ANY COULD REACH THE AREA IS 7 OCTOBER. I HAVE
ITRUCTED THAT TWO SHIPS BE DETACHED IMMEDIATELY FROM A TASK

tC
WHH IS  NOW IN HONG KONG,  AND MOVE TO THE AREA. THIS IS

MAXI UM THAT WE CAN DEPLOY AT ONCE WITHOUT ATTRACTING
ICITY, WHICH WE BELIEVE IT IMPORTANT TO AVOID AT THIS STAGE.
SO HAVE SHIPS IN A TASK FORCE WHICH WILL REACH THE
'RRANEAN  ON 30 SEPTEMBER. THEY ARE DESTINED FOR AN
SE IN THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN BUT COULD BE  DIVERTED
;GgLF IF NECESSARY. THESE AND OTHER DISPOSITIONS CAN

RE ALREADY IN TOUCH WITH OURS. IN MY VIEW IT WOULD BE
R THE FRENCH, WHO ALREADY HAVE A SIGNIFICANT NAVAL FORCE

AA, TQ  JOIN THESE TALKS FROM THE OUTSET.

ME ROOF! FOR MANOEUVRE. I THINK I T I S I MPORTAN,J ,TWAT

6a  F I,N  LY, LIKE  YOU, I AM VERY  CONSCIOUS OF  THE NEED TOY
SETT I AG . AT RISK THE LIVES OF AMERICAN HOSTAGES , AND, IAEDEE

.0114N C171 .F` S  I N I R A N  , PARTICULARLY THOSE I N IFTFNT3  N90

CONTINUALLY I N , OUR MINDS AS  OUR COHSULTAT  I QNS ,G-O:F
/ ar

ALSO WITH YOU THAT THERE IS AN URGENT NEED TO REASSURE

IP INSURERS.,  AND TO LIMIT THE IMPACT OF THE  IRAN/IRAQ
SON THRICE OF OIL AND INSURANCE RATES . IT WOULD
IEFUL FOR OUR OFFIC IALS - AND THOSE OF OTHER NATIONS
'CONCERNED - TO EET TO TAKE STOCK OF THE PROBLEMS FOR.
i  to  CONSIDER  POSSIBLE  SOLUTIONS ALTHOUGH WE SHALL

MCI MIND THAT SHIPPING INSURANE RATES ARE THE RESU T
CI''SIONS OVER WHICH OUR GOVERNMENTS HAVE LITTLE DIREC \.,

MY OFFICIALS MOULD ATTEND A MEETING IN WASHINGTON IN E

,Y•OU HAVE  ;SAID  IN . YOUR STATEMENT OF 24 SEPTEMBER, BY GOOD
ITF  \ IW THE AREA AND FOR OIL CONSUMING COUNTRIES. NEVERTHE-

RE Ot AISS SSMFNT THAT THE CONFLICT BETWEEN  IRAN AND IRAQ
R FIR US ALL, WITH MANY POTENTIAL RISKS BOTH FOR

1 GOOD MANAGEMENT WE HAVE AMPLE STOCKS OF OIL AND THIS


