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NOTE OF A  MEETING BETVEEN MRS TTI-,2CHER
'ND  THE 1922 i X,,;CUTIV,COI:IMITTEE AT 4.15  P.1t . ON  ".'U[ D LY, 11 NOV1,1JBEh  1975, TO DI 3 CU,330

D'-:VOLUT ION

Prevent :  IJ ra  Thatcher 1'r Edvv, rd duCa+nn
Er 11"illiam WWhlt€ lu w Sir John TTEi1
Mr  Humphrey  Atkin.. P,'r ChL:rle:i L orr  iann Of  ficer:3

Lir Bryant Godman Irvine
Yr Philip  Goodhart

Si), Paul Bryan Lli:. Betty Harvie Anoernon . r Jelin Biff en
Mr Peter 'rordern Lr David 1,',ailder J„r Lurk Carl ice
Mr Kenneth Baker Mr Peter Reea Sir Bernard ihr: ine
Sir Nigel Pi:iher Mr Neil Lurten Mr Walter Clegg,

Mrr. Thatcher and .,r V;hitelovw opened the i,iectin.g by outlining the

is uea.  There were two alternative', to keep the iii c ent

constitution or to move to feceral  -;y: tcm.  The 1.•tter must rier:n

a reduction in the number of Scottish °iembersa of P,rliment.

1'r David VV•'a{lder ru+ized the electoral danger, of doing too little.

There might be a care for for jcotlund, Wale3, and (-,nglu:nd

with some powers:, but we did not v,ant .inothet tier of Government.

fre would like to know our poulti_on on Proportional Repr, entat on.

•
1,'r Peter Trordern thcc)ught it aL not the t iice for .a change. It

seemed inappropriate to be conten!l,lating; devolution in a year when

we had finally decided to catay in the European Communities.

Sir. Paul Bryan was not in _ivour of a s,,ove to devolution. A L Cott iah

Aanewbly of any kind wa% very d.ni,eroun and would act GIs a ';o'anding

board for the SNP.

Mr  Mark  Carli,le w _uld prefer to do nothing, if L)o,, Bible. The

iF mediate reaction to the Governiaent'b zropo sal for executive pover

for Scottish AWcerribly shuould be a reduction in number of )'cotti::,h

I.'emberr; of . arliuwiient.

Rir Phili' Goodhart Thought it would be difficult  to do  nothing without

a ref(- rendum.
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I;r John I3iffen The controvrrzial ide of the i., aaue rf:lated to

Scotland. There wam a good meawuree of agr_ f rnent on Wales.

England did not want reg .onalis:m. The positive ca.-,e  for union

needed stating . He  vvaa  oppozed  to executive powers or direct

elections.

I'r Peter Ree: spoke as a \"'el°,,h Unioni.t reprcenting an l:ngli a,t ;,eat

He did not feel we r-Ihould be bound by the Hone Report. cticaally

we should say we were only prep•,red to di:,cur. ,, the n:Lfttf r in aj

federal context. Thim would bring  out  all the  difficulties.

D ,'r Kenneth Baker th_ught it inevitable that e3ome form of Scot t issh

Assembly would emerge. There must be a h,nobrake outrr,ide the

Houa e of Comrnonss, but the ei,,bly -should not have power to r i :e

muriey.

L:r Ch -rle" I: orr i -on aid that the majority  interest  w : ag in: t

devolution. lae hould do little a8., por,..i_ble. Vith an

iu.prove ment in  the economy the problem would dimirri: h.

Sir Berns 'd ?3ra.ine th ii.Lht th:3t any :step down the road to ^eparationi

• wrjs a mistake. Nevert1]ele6cotti5h feelings could not be J.gnored

nd the propo +lu in the Home Report vhould be adopted but no afore.

I:i^:!L Harvie Ander,.on  ,-said  the rdoblem war how to devolve without

d_ maging union. She que ,t ioried whether the Government I:s Bill v, ou:ild

get through. There wa, political advairta e inbeing the only

party to corr.e out firmly in :support of union and thi s wa.:v  better than

appe, ';ement.

Sir Ni  el F' Sher  thou t vie .ho>> ld :A ' nd four-square  behind prey F:rving

the union.

Mr Neil Marten thought  vie ,-ho ld hand  fact  and  give nothing.
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In di on::; ion the follovrin ii ttter ve.re rai,,ed.

sere we committed to u dir(>etly elected »:..::mblyl Ni iarvie

Ariderxon the Ir 13uchonan-Uiliith'.-; coma itment warn m,.)ue the day

Lifter, the (ecl,.o?'u)tion of the poll in October 197 4 , sand t}ie,iefore

no commitment.

The Au:.eiiIbly wt likely- to be of i d if:f.'er, nt politict,l complexion tc

to the United Kingdom P<_rli, ment Lind this v onld make dif.ficultie::

1,',r du Cann p ropoved that there should ce  ,  new Party Cui.mjitt c:.e

to' deal with con»titutioml i:<<;tterj, chaired by Lr ,'ihi.teluw.

Copy  to:  T.-r s Th t the r
Mr 'ite.lr w
IvIr Patten

12.11.75


