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MRS, THATCHER

M. Pym will be bringing
up New York Drassed Foultry
at Shadow this svaning.
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¥inates of the 122nd Meeting held a2t 5.0C p.m. on
Wednesday Tth July 1976, in the Leeder's Room at
The House of Commons. o :

Present: ¥rs, Thatsher (In the Chair)

Mr. Whitelaw, S5ir Keith Joseph,
Lord Carrington, Lord Hailshem,
.. Mr. Maudling, Sir Gecffrey Howe,
¥r, Pym, Mr. Gilmour, Mr. Jenkin,
Mr, Peyton, Mr. Bt. John Steves,
¥r,; Hemseltine, Mr. Raison, Mr, Moude, -
Mr. Buchenan-Smith, Mr. Edwards,
Mr. Neave,. Mre. Oppenkeim,
¥r. Biffen, Lord Thoraneycroft.

Mr. Atkins

In Attendence:  Nr. Butler, Mr, Dougles,
¥r, Ridley, Mr. Nicholeen

Apologiea: ¥r. Prier

1, Proposed Business for the Week 12tk July = 19th July

On Monday 12th July thers would be Private Members®
Yotions: Those of Mr. John Hunt on The Problems of Greater
Iondon and those of My, Lomont apd Mr. Dudley Smith. This
would be followed 2t 7 p.m., by the Third Reeding of the
Development Lend Tex Bill (Mr, Pege) end by the Bemaining
Stages of the Iron and Steel (Amendment) Bill (NMr. Nelson
ond Mr. ¥ershzll) and Procesdings on certain Consclidetion
Mezsures (Mr. Awdry).

€a Tuesdoy, l3th July Mr. Sten Thorme would seek leave te
introduce his Employment Protection Act (Amendment) Bill
under the 10 Mimute Rule, This would be followed by the firset

day of the Report etege of the Pinance Bill (Sir Geoffrey
Howe znd team}. .

tn Wednesdey, 14tk July Mr. &wilym Roberte would seek
legve to introduce higs Naticmal Insurance (Retirement Pensions)
{Amendment) Bill under the 30 Minute Bule. Thia would be
followed by the second dey of the Report stoge of the Pinance
Bill (Sir Geoffrey Howe and %eam}.

On Thuraday 15%h July there wuuld be the third day of the
Report stage of the Fipance Bill {Bir Geoffrey Howe and team).

On Friday 16th July there would ke Private Members' Bills:
Mr, Shersby‘'s Stock Exchange (Competion of Bargeins} Bill,
Mr. Sydney Bidwell's MotorCycls ?Cm.a.‘n Helmete) {Religioum
Exemptions) Bill, amd those of Mims J¢ Richardson, Mr, Eenneth
Clerke and Mr. Rokin Corbett.

On Bondey 19th July there would be Completion of the

Remaining steges of the Pinance Bill, This would be followed
by Motiona on Child Benefit Regulatiene. This would be follewed
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by Firencisl Aesiptence to Esarney end Trecker Marwin Limited
(Mr. Tom King), the Consumer Trsneactions {Restyictions on
Stotementa) Order (Mr. lamont), the Mail Order Trerasctions
{Informatior) Order {Mr. Lamont), and the Regional Employmert
Premium Order.

2.  Motters Ariging on Dueiness

There wes n 8lacugpion and the following points were ggeeﬂ:
i) We should make o vigorous proteet thet the remain ng stages of
the Fipance Bill were being rushed through without en apportunity
Tor adequate study of sdditionsl government amendments.
ii) We should mot vote agsinst the 3rd Resding of the Financs
Bill on 19th July. : -

3. Prospects for the Rrmainder of the Session

Mr. Atkine reported on the possibility of the House sitting
into August end returning in September to complete the Government's
legisletive programme. It wes noted that the Tords would not
wigh to pit in September unless the Commons slec set, It was
agreed that we should net provide paira for the Government 1T they
Insisted on sitting iwbo August.

A. __Report of the Houghton Commimsion

Lord Thorneycroft reported on the likely recommendstions of
this Report, which wag expecied to be presented to the Government
shortly. .There wes~e digctesicn and”the following pointeé were

eed:
i M. Atkine would sgek to find out the plens for and timing
of publication of the Report. ‘

ii) We should reject the likely proposel in tha report that the
tax payer should finance the general activities of politiesl
partiea; we should refuse the money and we would reverse by
legisletion om coming inte power.

iii) We would meks our position public et an early stage and

Lord Thernmeycroft would inform the 1922 Committee the following
evening.,

iv} We sccepted, howevar, thet there remained = case for fineneial
assistance 1o political perties in respect of MPs! parlismentary
dutien.

v) We vwould seek to meet the argument thet weuld undoubtedly
be used agairst us - viz thet we could depend upon a steafy income
from large corperations — by pointing out thet a much larger
properticn of our income ¢zme from individusl gmsll subscriptions
than wag the case with the lebour Perty.

Lc.. Discuseion on Folicy

There was a discusgsion on progress of the exeminntion of the
reporta from the Policy Groups rnd it wes sgreed thet eil papears
yet to be considered by the Shodow Uabinel should conmist of o
shory summary cf the' general #trotegy, and indizeting the legia~
lation requitred and the finnnciai comdecuences. All details of
the proposzle would be in an Appendix.

The VWeeting clozed st £.12 p.m,
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