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LEADER'S STEERING COMHITTEE

mingtes of the &lst Meeting held ax .00 p.m. on
Monday, 1%th January 1973, in the Leadep's Room
at the House of Sommond.

Present: Mprs. Thatcher (in ths Chalr)

¥Mp. Whnltelaw, Sir Keilth Juseth,

Loyd Carrineton, Lord Thorneyeroft,
aipr GegfCrey Howe, Hr. Brior, dAr. Py,
gir Ian Gilmour, Mr. Peyton,

e, St. John 3tevas, Mr. Maude.

Mr. Atiins.

In attendance: Mr. Fowler, Mr. Brittan,
e, Pepeival, Mr. Butler,
“r. Stanley, Yr. Fatten,
Mr, We'lfson, Mr.o Ridiey,
#p. Hicholson, .ir. HcDermotti.

Preparatioca for the Debate on the current Industrial Dispube

There was & discusslen about the polnts which should be
made in the debate the following day, Tucsday, L&th January, on the
curreat ilndustriel disputes, and on the 1ssues and pollcoy points
arising from these developments. The following points: Werc agrecd:

(1) Yrs. Thatcher would, in her speach, emphasise the
averriding natlenal interest, the ract that the nation as a wheole
was threatened by disputes and threatened disputes, and that 1t
was in sveryona's lnterest to ripnd common ground for dealing with
these problems. There were the immediace short-term problems of
ensurlng that essential suppl.&s reached those who needed them,
especialiy the old and Lhe sick, and the longer-term issues
which had been highlighted by the pleketing, She would sugzest
to the Govrnmment that they could rount on Sonservative support
if they took a flrmer line on picketing and, in particular, 1T
they were prepared Lo introduce legislatlon to putlaw secnndary
pleketing and encourage senrek ballots in unien electlons.
snother matter on wilch we ahould indicate support for the
government if they would act was if they sought to reach "non-
aggression" agreements by which unions would abztain from strixing
in gcertain essential services in return tor safemruards for the 2oy
posltion of those employed in them.

{1i) We should not smphasiseé at this stage the various
t gaues concerning payment of saei.l securlty to strikers! families
and the taxatior. of short-term benefits.

{1ii} e should not, on the wholz, be divisive or partisan
in the debate the followlng day, but it might be apprapria = to
suggest to the Prime Minister that he mlght now have doupts about
hige role in 1969 in bringing about the withdrawal of the Wllson
Goveprnment's probosals in "In Place of Strife".




{iv} The following mornlng Mr. Peyton would brief
Mrs. Thatcher on the latest reports feom the NFU and UKASTA, and
gir Keith Joseph would brief her on the 1atest reports from thn
cal. A copy of the reports on the erisls in food and agriculture
would be sent to dr, Prior.

(v) The Research Department would zend Mrs. Thatcher the
verlous Callaghan quotes cn the sloged shop, ploketing and secret
ballots.

(vi) Reference might be made To the proposals in "In Place
of Strife" for secret ballots.

(vii) The main aim of the debate was to probe the
Government on what they were doing, and make the suggestlons
cutlined above, 1lndicatling our support it they took firm action.
We would not otherwise spell out our various proposals in detall.

[viiij Lord Cockfield would be invited to cxomine the
proposal to changa the tax vear so that it colncided with the
calendar yeanr.

®-

2. Dther Business

"ere was A Giacussion unl whether we shcould revise our
grrangements for the Party Political Broadeast on the evening of
Wednesdey, l7th January. It was agreed that we should not use
the seript that had been prepared and that “rs. Thatcher would
broadeast on the industrial crisis,

Ths meeting closed at &.30 p.m.
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