(GROUND NOTE 123
ly 1982)

1, Introduction

The interviewing fcr the latest unpublished 'tracking' study was conducted from l4th
The

to 19th July: survey found a slight fall in support for the Conservative Party

- down from 46%% (7/12 July) to 44% in this study. Labour support remains unchanged
at 27%%. Alliance support increased slightly frem 24% (7/12 July) to 26%% in the
latest study. The present level of Conservative support (44%) compares with the 254%
ho claimed they would vote Conservative in early January 1982. Details of the trend
are shown in the table overleaf:-
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Government Record

The latest study found a slight fall in the level of approval of the record of the
Government - 44% approved, 43% disapproved and 13% did not have a view. The current
o Ial-'4

level of approval compares with the 23% of the electorate who approved of our record
in early January 1982. Details of the trend are shown in the table below:-
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3. Popularity of Political Leaders

The latest study found a slight fall in the popularity of Mrs Thatcher and the
Details of the
Thatcher's popularity remains considerably higher than at the start of the year.

leaders of the other two parties.
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Audience Selection (The Sun 26th July 1982)

The Sun on 26th July included details of an Audience Selection telephone survey
on reactions to IRA terrorists. Audience Selection found seven out of ten
electors wanted the death penalty brought back for IRA terrorists. They found
51% of the electorate in favour of the withdrawl of British troops from Northern
Ireland - the rest were against.

They found 65% agreed with the idea of restrictions on the right of people from
Eire to work or vote in this country.




