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Mrs Thatcher keeps
close eye on top
Civil Service postings

Bv David Black and
Peter Hennessy
Mrs Margaret Thatcher has
begun to rake a close personal
interest in Civil Service
appointments at  permanent
secretary and deputy secretary
level. Any ideas of a “ political
witch hunt ” are discounted in
Whitehall, but it is clear that

tfon to the two xgxest grades
%% any of the economic minis-
tries.

What has emerged strongly
from the 17 appointments
(four at permanent secretary
and 13 at deputy secretary
level) Mrs Thatcher  has
made since becoming Prime
Minister last May is her
unwillingness to rubber stamp
the recommendations made by
the Senior Appointments Selec-
tion Committee, which con-
siders  senior  appointments
under the chairmanship of Sir
Tan Bancroft, head of the
Home Ciwil Service.

Its members include Sir
Robert Armstrong, Secretary
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Some ixea;s of department

have welcomed the increased
prime ministerial interest in top
appointments and the extra
rigour it has introduced into
the system. Permanent secre-
taries have to be ready to
argue the merits of their can-
didates  for promotion  to
deputy secretary posts in detail
and with vigour.

In other Wlmehal] quarters,
however, there are fears that
the nineteenth-century prin-
ciple, the ark of the covenant
for some men, of tle senior
Civil Service as a permanent
corps of impartial public ser-
vants free from  political
pm-onage could be endangered
{ the creeping mtroducnon
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the American “spoils sys-
tem top civil ser-
vants in Washington cllange
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