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FOLLOWING FROM PRIVATE SECRETARY FOR COLES (NO 18) J’Lo
-
AND HOLMES. /' .

LEBANON: PROPOSED YISIT OF ARAB LEAGUE DELEQATION Z_Q,\,(;OD
BRATEFUL |F YOU COULD DELIVER THE FOLLOWING “ESSAGE ——

FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO THE PRIVE MINIBTERs
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BEGINS,

THE RECENT HEETING OF ARAR MINISTERS IN TAIF
HAS DECIDED TO SEND THREE~<AN DELEGATIONS UNDER ARAB
LEAGUE AUSPICES TO TALK TO EACH PERMANENT “E'SER OF
THE SECURITY COUNCIL. THE FOREIGN #INISTERS OF
BAHRAIN AND TUMISIA AND QADDUMI, THE PLO’S FOREIGN
{UNISTER EQUIVALENT, ARE NOW IN PARIS, WHERE THEY
WILL BE RECEIVED BY CLAUDE CHEYSSON AND PERHAPS BY
PRESIDENT “ITTERRAND,. THEY HAVE ASKED TO COVE TO
LONDON TO SEE YOU AND "€ LATER THIS WEEK. GIVEN ITS LEVEL,
| WOULD NOT RECOMMEND YOU TO RECEIVE THE DELEGATION,
BUT 1 DO FEEL VERY STRONSLY IT WOULD BE RIGHT FOR “E,
OR IF MY TIYETABLE “AXES THIS 1"PDSSIBLE DCUGLAS HURD,
TO SEE THEY, NOT TO DO SO WOULD HE TOTALLY INCONS|STENT
WiTrh THE LINE WE HAVE TAKEN EVER SINCE THE INVASION OF
LEBANON, | KNOW YOUR VIEWS ABOUYT “INISTERIAL CONTACT WITH
THE PLD. DUT MHAT 18 NOW BEING PROPOSED 18 SO



ENTIRELY DIFFERENT FRO™ THE SILATERAL “EETING BETWEEN

« -~ ABRITISH MINISTER AND QADDUMI [N HIS CAPACITY AS THE

~~PLO?S REPRESENTATIVE WHICH WE DISCUSSED LAST WEEK.
HE 15 NOW BEING PROPOSED AS A MEMIER OF A DELEGATION WMICH
A REPIESENTS AN ATTE'PT BY HODERATE ARAB LEADERS, FOLLOWING

A WELCOME SAUDI INITIATIVE, TO PROMITE A NEGOTIATED
SOLUTION IN LEBANON. IF THIS INITIATIVE FAILS, | FEAR
THAT THE HAND OF THOSE IN THE PLO WHO HAVE ALL ALONG
PREFERRED INTERNMATIONAL TERRORIS™ TO NEGOTIATION WILL BE
GREATLY STRENMGTHENED. IF WE RESUFF THE DELEGATION ON THE GROUNDS
THAT IT CONTAINED A PLO REPRESENTATIVE, WE SHALL BE SEEN AS
AD'INISTERING A SNUB TO “ODERATION AMD TO OUR FRIENDS IN
THE ARAB WORLD. IF WE WERE TO RECEIVE SUGH A DELEGATION,
| DO NOT BELIEVE THAT WE WOULD MAVE ANY DIFFICULTY IN
“KING IT CLEAR THAT OUR POLICY TOWARDS THE PLO REMAINED
UNCHANGED. WE SHOULD POINT OUT THAT AS A PERMANENT “ESBER
OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL, WE ARE OBLIGED TO LISTEN TO ALL
POINTS OF VIEW, AND THAT THE COFPOSITION OF THE DELEGATION
WAS ENTIRELY A MATTER FOR THE ARAB LEAGUE. | SHOULD PERHAPS
ADD THAT | DO NOT BELIEVE THAT IT wOULD BE POSSIBLE TO
OFFER TO SEE SO“E “EM3ERS OF THE DELEGATION BUT NOT QADDUMI,
THIS WOULD BE LIKELY TO BE TAKEN PARTICULARLY BADLY BY THE
ARABS, TIE [5 OBVIOUSLY EXTREMELY SHORT, AND | VERY MUCH
HOPE THAT YOU CAN AGREE THAT DOUGLAS HURD SHOULD CONVEY
A POSITIVE RESPONSE TO THE DELEGATIONS® REQUEST FOR A
MEET 118,
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