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1. WHEN | SAW KIHG HUSSEIN THIS AFTERNOON SHORTLY AFTER HIS RETURN
FRO“ THE SOVIET UNION, THE SITUATION IN LEBANON WAS NATURALLY
UPPER*OST IN HIS MIND (| A¥ REPORTING SEPARATELY WHAT HME SAID ABOUT
HIS SOVIET VISIT). THE KING SHOWED f€ A PAPER WHICH THE US
A“BASSADOR HAD JUST LEFT WITH HI% SETTING OUT THE TERMS MR HABIB
WAS APPARENTLY OFFERING TO THE PLO. THESE |NCLUDED PLO

“ITHDRAWAL FROM BEIRUT AMD THE ¥ITHDRAWAL OF SYRIAN FORCES FROM
LEBANON. BUT THE KING “ADE IT CLEAR THAT HE THOUGHT THEM ALTOGETHER
TOD VAGUE AHD UNSAT|SFACTORY TO FOR THE BASIS FOR A SUCCESSFUL
MEGOTIATION, HE WAS LEAVING AL™OST AT ONCE FOR 4 MEETING WITH

KING FAHD IN SAUD| ARABIA SE*ICLN HE HOPED TO RETURN TO JORDAN
LATERETONICHTY &

E. HE SETY THAT THE “AIN PURPOSE OF H1S VISIT TO SAUD! ARABIA
WOULD BE TO “AKE EVERY EFFORT TO PERSUADE THE SAUDIS AND OTHER

CULF STATES TO PUT ADDITIONAL PRESSURE O THE US TO KEGOTIATE A
SETTLEYEMT VITH wHICH THE PALESTIHIANS COULD LIVE. [T WAS AN
ILLUSTOY CN THE PART OF THE AERICANS AND THE TSRAELIS TO THIuK
THAT THE PALESTINIAN PROBLEY COULD BE DISS0SED OF IN THE WAY

THAT, THEY AT PRESENT SEE'ED TO HAVE IN *IND. 4OR COULD THE KING
UNDEASTAND WHAT THE A'ERICANS WERE REALLY TRYING TO ACCOPL|SH
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THAT THEY AT PRESENT SEE/ED TO HAYE M “IND. HOR COULD THE KING
UNCEASTAND WHAT THE A'S2ICANS WERE IcALLY TRYING TG ACCD" ”LiSﬁt*
#3S THEIR Al T DRIVE THE PALESTINIANS TO EXTRE®IS4 atn To puilh
TRE™ 4T THE YERCY OF THE RADICAL ARAES?
3. CA3WAN QASE¥, THE JORDANIAN FOREIGN “IMISTER, WHOM { HAD SEEM
E4RLIER |K THE DAY, SAID %CH THE S&“E. |T SEE“ED TO W} * THAT THE
NZERITANS WERE TRYING TO OBTAIN FOR THE ISRAELIS THREE-QUARTERS OF
HAT THEY WANTED; SECAUSE THE A'TRICANS APPEARED TO HAVE O
CLELR IDEA WHAT THEY WANTED iHrﬂuELVES THE |SRAELIS WOULD END BY
FRESSURING THE™ INTO PUSHING FOR VIRTUALLY 4LL THEIR DEMANDS.  WAS
A RECOHSTITUTED PLO UMDER FAHOU* OR ABU MAZEN O SYR[AM SOIL REALLY
THE US OBJECTIVE? QASEM THOUGHT THE ISRAELIS MIGHT WELCOME AN
EXTRE| ST TAKE-OVER OF THE PLO AND EVEN THE CONTINUED PRESENCE OF
SYR! A4 TROOPS |N PARTS OF LEEANON, EITHER OF WHICH COULD PROVIDE A
CONYEMIENT CASUS BELL| WHEN THEY NEXT THOUGHT IT EXPEDIENT
TO HUXILIATE THE ARABS. BUT IF THE AMERICANS WERE LOOKING FOR THE
B4SIS FOR A COMPREMENSIVE SETTLEMENT OF THE MIDDLE EAST QUESTION,
THEY %OULD BE BETTER ADVISED TO LEAVE THE MODERATE PLO POLITICAL
LEADERSHIP |H BEIRUT UNDER ARAFAT.
&4, BOTH THESE DISCUSSIONS REFLECT JORDANIAN BEWILDERMENT AT THE
TURN OF EVENTS AND UNCERTAINTY AS TO WHAT THEY SHOULD BE TRYING TO
' D0, KO DOUBT BY GOING TO SAUDI ARABIA TO SEE KING FAHD, KING
HUSSEIN HOPES TO DIVERT SO¥E OF THE CRITICISM HE HAS ENCOUNTERED
FOR BEIRG OUT OF JORDAN AND IN THE SOVIET UNION AT SUCH A CRITICAL
TI“Z, BUT | DID NOT THINK HE WAS PARTICULARLY HOPEFUL THAT THE
SAUDI'S WOULD AGREE TO PUT ANY FURTHER PRESSURE ON THE A“ERICANS OR
THAT iT WOULD BE EFFECTIVE {F THEY DID.
5. KING HUSSEIY MENTIOHED TO ME IN PASSING THAT PRESIDENT MUBARAK?S -
ADVISER, OSAMA AL BAZ, WOULD SHORTLY BE VISITING JORDAN.
6. CROWN PRINCE HASSAN HAS CLAIMED TO 'Y GERMAN COLLEAGUE THAT
THE PLO IN BEIRUT HAVE BEEN BEHAVING |RRESPONSIBLY AND |RRESOLUTELY,
ACCORDING TO THE CROWN PRINCE, THEY HAD INDICATED THEIR INTEREST
I PRESIDENT MUBARAK’S OFFER TO ESTABLISH A GOVERNMENT IN EXILE
IN EGYPT SEXICLN THEY HAD THEN HAD SECOND THOUSHTS, GIVING THE
SYRIANS AN OPPORTUNITY TO INTERVENE. A STORVY TELEPHOME CONVERSATION
BETWEEN PRESIDENT ASAD AND ARAFAT HAD ENSUED, AS 4 RESULT OF WHICH
E 50 HAD DROPPED THE IDEA ENTIRELY. THE PLO HAD THEN MADE A
/ DIFFERENT SET OF PROPOSALS TO *R HARIB SEWICLN HARDLY HAD HE
EEG

X TO WORK ON THEY THAN THE PLO HAD CHAMGED THEIR POSITION YET
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