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LEADER'S STEERING COMMITTEE

Mirates of the 44th Meeting held at 5.00 p.m.
on Monday 15th November 1976 in the Teader's
Room in the House of Commona.
Present: Mra., Thateher (In the Cheir)
Mr. Whitelaw, Sir Keith Joseph,
Lord Carrington, Mr. Maudling,
Sir Geoffrey Howe, Mr. Prior,
Mr. Pym, Mr. Gilmour, Mr. Peyton,
Lord Thorneycroft
Mr. Atkine
In Attendance: Mr. Patten, ¥r, Nicholson,

Apclogies: ¥, Maude

1. Final Report of the Forestry Policy Group

Mr, Pym introduced the report and there was a digcunsion.
1+ wao ag;aeﬂ that Turther investigations wers required into the
amount of import substitution that might be feggible and the
group would contact reprementatives of the timber industry,
while & copy of the paper would be gent te the FParty spokesman
on Fratie. Tt was also agreed that the subject would be taken
off the Agends T6T the EEEEDW Cabinet meeting on Wednesdsy
17th Hovember.

2., Parliementary Situation and Prospects for the next Session.

There was @ discussion on various points, in particular
the operation of the closed shop, devolution and Houae of
Lordsa reform. The following points were agreed:

1y Woile it was not desirable %o make personsl attacks on

TOC lemders, and while we mccephed that a Sonmervabive Govern—
ment would have minimal recourse to the lew in teckling industrial
relations problems, we should seek to draw TUC leaders'

attention to the more outragecus cases of irdividual employees
being victimised as a result of the operation of the closed

gHOT . The idea would be to chmllenge the TUC leaders to teckle
this problem, which mosi people frlt was giving rise to severe
injugtices. The Regsearch Department would assemble s file on
the variocus Ccrfes.

ii) It was necessary to have a full discussion Very Soon on our
datailed approach to the Devolutiocn Bill and on how we should
vote on Second Reading. ¥y, Whitelsw would prepere a RAEper
setting out the varicus optiocns, which would he discussed at the
meeting of the Shadow Csbinet srranged for Tuesday next week,

1ii) A study group should be astebliched .6n the guestion of
Houge of Iords Reform, Members were invited to indicate to
Mre. Thatcher their views on who should ait on the group.

jv} In view of the fact that ao much of the next Session would
be taken up by Bills on congbitutional matters, the Opposition
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1; E:Béme& even grester importance in giving ue the
E‘;Egguﬁ.ﬂy +o condemn the Government's mismanagenent and set out

our alternative policies. . = . .
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7. Tye Megting Frobed at 6.30-m;

T . . - Y
L IR PR P L . . [N L . 1
et . h
1 -k =
L’ I
. .I -
utE . - :
a o
c oo . :
L] -
a i !-1_ ! H
1
- ‘_l'
4 a
[ b es -
P r——r— —— . . v _
"
al Dok, oy ' 1 v
\ . . L
1 ¢ T - H ’ 4
’ o R }
- ,
'l Tk i TE i , 1 1 r
Do, . . . )
- ‘._.__-.fi:_ ...r_l - 6 -
1 Ta - 1 r L] - -
o "ty . . ,
TR . LT -
e - el _ - _ .
I_.
i
ks s B e e e e &
. -
- NI | - ':
N -
o g -
R S LT o -
Aty LT
Nt e L
L] . - -1 L} -.-
k| 1.0 - Tt .
: ! LI 5
- 1. '
.r wi = 3
T n H A ;
.
e - e !
- cr - ’
Lo Sy L T we Lt
na A BV I U COE S T
e . . . T T r H s -
T T O ) i aal o
Lo
| P

Fooy orLoa 1-_:..:3:_. DTy WAL oRat s -
R IE R £ E54 o U PRI S T4 LA R
Pt FNEN U Dac Wy gD Dl

L5 . . b 4 n a . r . DmeRG
Conservetive Repoateh: Bepaddmenty 5 7 . . i
94, O (U Htrevt,. Ibudony: B oo - 29.11.76

. PR
R ] 1

.":ril:l ”‘.t:;j. -I||'-|
L e R L U

T B L T P LY CT A

E I.'._'-" I E.L\*Eﬂ:.‘:‘x‘i g od



